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LEANDER VANESS LOOMIS 


_ The Loomis family immigrated to America from England in 
1639, settling in Connecticut. Part of the family moved from Con- - 
necticut to New York. 


Leander Vaness Loomis, the Journalist, was born in Fredonia, 
Chulaucus County, New York, July 11th, 1827. He settled at Mask- 
ville, Holmes County, Ohio, in 1835. ee moved to Jefferson County, 
Iowa, in 1840. 


Mr. Loomis had six brothers—Gilbert;, Aching, Judson, 
Abner, Orrin Gage, Andrew and Edwin—and two sisters, Hannah 
and Polly. Gilbert, Edwin and Orrin did not make the trip to 
California in 1850. Orrin however went to California in 1854, re- 
turned later, and located near Fountain, Colorado. Edwin moved 
from Iowa to California after the gold rush and settled in Pasadena. 
Hannah was the wife of Captain Hiram Barnes. Polly, the other 
sister, settled in Oregon. 


Mr. Loomis, together with his brothers, eee ees Judson, 
Abner and Andrew, joined the Birmingham Company in 1850, ar- 
riving in California the same year. They bought caitle in the Sacre- 
mento Valley and marketed them in mining camps of California. 
Mr. Loomis settled in Weaverville, Trinity County, California, in 
1851, where he and his brother, Adoniram Judson, ran the Mountain 
Market. 


He married Louisa Whetsel ; in , Weaverville, Trinity County, 
July 23rd, 1863. Miss Whetsel was born in Weston, Lewis County, 
West Virginia (then Virginia) August 12th, 1839. She was one of » 
five children—three girls, Louisa, Rebecca and Maggy, and two 
boys, J..H. and Jasper. Louisa and Jasper moved to Iowa—the 
- others remained in Virginia. This family was related to the 
_famous Indian fighter, Lewis Wetzel (the family name _ being 
spelled in various ways). Louisa moved from West Virginia to 
Iowa in 1841 and emigrated to California in 1851. She planned to 
go with her brother, Jasper Whetsel,. later a partner of Abner 
- Loomis, but missed him and made the trip with Mr. and Mrs. Mat 
Bonnifield. She lived with the Anderson family at the American 
Ranch, California, until her marriage to Mr. Loomis. 


Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Leander V. Loomis, 
Charles P. who was a mine superintendent at Baker, Oregon, and 
who died in 1925; Arthur, now living at Eureka, Humboldt County, 
California; Lottie, now Mrs. Wheelock, Postmaster at Fern, Calif- 
ornia, and Estella, who married B. F. Loomis and resides at Viola. 
California. 


In 1854 he acquired quite a reputation for action by making a u 


record horseback ride from Weaverville, California, to Portland, 
Oregon, to stop payment on a draft for $6000, sent by steamer. He 
built and operated a large packing house east of Red Bluff. Later 
he lived in the mining town of Hamilton, Nevada, where his daugh- © 
ter, Estella, was born. After leaving Hamilton he lived in Pioche, 
Nevada, where another daughter, Lottie, was born. He acquired an — 
antimony mine in southern Utah. - He bought a home in Salt Lake 
City, where he lived for six years during which time his children 
attended a Methodist School. He moved from Salt Lake City to 
Shasta County, California, where he operated the Sunny Hill Mine, 
near Ono and Igo. This mine pinched out and he moved to Manton, 
Tehama County, California, where he died November 7, 1909, aged 
82 years. 


The name Loomis has been held in high esteeem wherever 
members of this family have settled. 
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AN INTRODUCTION 


Here is one of the best overland narratives I have seen. It 
should find no important handicap among the numerous contem- 
porary travel records, for it is unique in preparation and production. 
Nor has it proved to be any particular misfortune that this manu- 
script should have lain in obscurity for more than three-quarters of 
a century, for it has at last come to the attention of and been cham- 
pioned by my friend, Edgar M. Ledyard. 

I am sure no one could have done more for the Journalist nor 
for the reader than Mr. Ledyard has done as Editor. To this task 
he has brought a love for early western lore, an admiration for the 
pioneer bull-whacking emigrant, a bent for accuracy and complete- 
ness of details, together with exceptional ability and almost un- 
limited facilities, resources and time. The result is one of the most 
valuable works of the kind available. 


The Journalist was an intelligent, energetic, observant young 
man with a sane, common-sense viewpoint. His simple, homely 
form of expression inspires confidence; and there is none of that 
extravagance of statement, carelessness with facts, nor cocksuredness. 
of expression that are the despair of the serious historian. The 
spelling is picturesque, and really fascinating when one gets the 
swing of it. 

Herein then we find an accurate, unvarnished and unbiased 
telling of all that transpired or was seen along the way. The Jour- 
nalist brings back into.real life and being again the covered wagon 
folks, their sayings and doings, their problems and pastimes, their 
views and hopes. He makes them act for us, with the Indian tribes 
along the way, at the quaint old trading posts, among the scampering 
wild game, at their work along the toilsome road, and at their lively 
encampments. We are fascinated with their love affairs, and we 
bow with them now and then in the presence of death. 


In preparing the manuscript for publication Mr. Ledyard has 
done some original things. He has decided, at much additional ex- 
pense, to follow the manuscript to its very letter, paragraph, paging 
and marginal notes; and thus-to reproduce the journal as nearly as 
possible just’ as the Journalist left it. Neither has this been any 
library chair editing. The Editor has taken pleasure in retracing 
practically every mile of the old overland road, identifying and 
verifying campsites and journal entries everywhere, and seeing with - 
his own eyes but recently, the natural features that were described 
by the Journalist long before the Editor was born. 


_ Indeed, the Editor has journeyed repeatedly over certain im- 
portant stretches of the overland emigrant route, merely to confirm 
a few facts, take a few more photographs, check up on distances, 


verify the = ey or determine the exact site of some historic . 
place or object. And I am happy to have been permitted to accom- 
pany him on some of these interesting pilgrimages. Hundreds of 
photographs were made of objects and places along the route; and 
numerous interviews: with Pioneers were made and recorded in de- 
tail on the spot whereby to patch out a faded part of the old frontier 
picture here and there. 


Thus between the lids of ie volume are By preued, not only 
Loomis’ inimitable journal, but the Editor’s voluminous footnotes, 
his numerous illustrations, a complete map of the route made from 
his own notes, and an analytical index, through each of which fea- 
tures runs the interesting thread of the original narrative. As if the 
work were not already complete, the excessively rare and valuable 
emigrant guide book, made by William Clayton from data gathered 
in 1847 and published i in 1848 for the use of Mormon emigrants, has 
been inserted in full, together with other equally valuable road 
guides of the time for the route farther west. 


_ All in all the volume is a living record-picture of that historic 
cavalcade of our early civilization which flung the frontier westward 
to a sunset of newfound gold—an intimate story of the caravan that 

became a commonwealth. 
J. Cecty ALTER. 


FOREWORD 


Mr. Alter, in his introduction, has given the principal reasons 
which have lead me to undertake the work of editing the Birming- 
ham Journal. I have received at his hands very ample credit for — 
what I have tried to do. | 


In 1852, two years after the Journal was finished, it was en- 
trusted by Mr. Loomis to “Rosetty”, who carried it to Birmingham, 
Iowa. The Journal was written with pen and ink. The book was 
revered and handled carefully. When it came into my hands it was _ 
intact and entirely legible. It is now in the possession of Mrs. Mary | 
Barnes Loomis of Los Angeles, California. Photostatic copies of the 
original were made from which the Journal was prepared. Mrs. 
Virginia Barnes McCormick aided me materially through corres- 
pondence with her relatives and friends, and through her efforts 
family records and photographs were obtained. 


The West surpasses the East in current romance but it lags be- 
hind the East in accurate historical accounts and in the marking of 
historical sites. This is in part due to the wide extent of the West, 
sparsity of settlements and unsettled population. The pioneer his- 
tory of the eastern part of the United States belongs to a period of 
which no living man has any recollection. There are living today in 
many parts of the West men who drove stage coaches and freighted 
- with wagons before railroads traversed the country. 


Future generations owe a debt of gratitude to railroad officials 
who have shown an interest in pioneer history and marked places 
of interest. Noteworthy work of this kind has been done by the. 
Baltimore and Ohio in the East. The Union Pacific and Great 
Northern have performed a similiar public service in the West. 
Events of early days have been revived and tied up with exact loca- 
tions. Monuments and markers have been erected. Where the re- 
mains of those who perished on the trail have been found in doing. 
construction work, bodies have been removed in many cases and 
marked respectfully. 


Duties in connection with my work have taken me into many 
historical sections. I owe a debt of gratitude to officials of the 
different mining companies by whom I have been employed, in 
lending encouragement and assistance while gathering historical in- 
formation. Around the beginning of mining, agriculture and rail- 
roading, most of the romances have been woven. The perpetuation 
of these great industries rests on solid citizenship and aside from 
the fine sentiment which many officials possess, there are commer- 
cial reasons for the creation of respectful and law abiding com- 
munities. Residents of Boston in particular are well informed on 


early historical matters and they take pleasure in pointing out ob- 

jects of historical! interest. Citizens of Philadelphia, Washington, 

‘ Cincinnati, St. Louis, New Orleans, Salt Lake City and San Fran- . 

cisco are likewise well informed and courteous.. Residents of these 

great commercial centers are not only keen in business affairs but: 

_ they possess high ideals. Since ideals and good citizenship go hand 

in hand it appears to me that respect for government can best be 
taught through a reverence for those who created the government, 


From my contact with people in Wyoming, I am convinced that 
Doctor Grace B. Hebard has, through her historical writings and her 
labors in establishing landmarks, raised the citizenship of that 
State to a higher level. Ezra Meeker has performed a like service for 
Oregon and for the other states traversed by the great Oregon Trail. 
- Two public spirited citizens of Wyoming recently purchased Fort . 
Bridger. Old buildings have been marked and this post of great 
historical interest will be preserved for future generations. If this 
piece of work will awaken a further interest in pioneers and what 
_ they did, which will result in gathering records of a fast passing 

_ West and i in perpetuating sites where leading incidents occurred, I 
_ shall feel highly gratified. 
Epear M. Lepyarp. 


PRAIRIE SECTION 


FROM BIRMINGHAM TO COUNCIL BLUFFS. 


The Start—Pitched Tents for Night—Broke Doubletrees— 
Cracking Jokes—Agency City—Member Sick—Recapitulation— 
Cold, Cloudy Weather—Des Moines River—Martin’s Ferry—Ob- 
taining Supplies—Wolf Sighted—Middle River—Nishnabotna Riv- 
er—West Nishnabotna—Kanesville—Buying Supplies—Missouri 
River—Ferry. 


PLAINS SECTION 
FROM COUNCIL BLUFFS TO OLD FORT LARAMIE. 


Recapitulation—Omaha Indians—Description of Country— 
Mormons—Pappillion River—Elkhorn River—Valley of the 
Platte—Encounter with Indians—Shell Creek—Long Lake—Loup 
Fork—Election of Officers—Separation of Company—Killed Wild 
Geese—Prairie Creek—Wood Creek—Death of Polly—Music and 
Military Review—Killed Buffalo and Deer—Night on the Prairie— 
Preaching—lIowa City Company—Camped Near Another Company 
—Bad Roads—Election of Officers—With other Emigrants—Visit 
—by Indians—Visit to Indian Town—Chimney Rock—Castle Bluffs 
—Discarded Equipment—Scott’s Bluffs—“Rosetty’s” Adventure— 
Laramie Peak—Ferry at Fort Laramie. | 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN SECTION 


FROM FORT LARAMIE TO FORT HALL. 


Description of Fort Laramie—Black Hills—Buying Wagon— 
Camp on Good Creek—Boxelder Creek—Mud Creek—North 
Platte Valley—Travel with Wheelbarrow—Rock Wall—Election of 
Officers—Horses Lost—Independence Rock—Sweetwater—Devil’s 
Gate—Indian Killed—South Pass—Indian Train—Willow Creek— 
Continental Divide—Pacific Springs—Old Mormon Road—Sublet’s 
Cut-off—Green River Ferry—Rough Travelling—Buck’s Fork— 
Bear Killed—Elk Sighted—Sage Hen Killed—Curiosities—Smith’s 
Fork—Ham’s Fork—Trading Stations—Bear River Valley—Pine 
Grove—Soda Springs—Beer Springs—Steamboat Springs—Craters 
—Saturday Night Bath—Fort' Hall Bottoms—Snake River—Des- . 
cription of Fort Hall. pe 
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BASIN SECTION 
FROM FORT HALL TO SACRAMENTO. 


Pannock River—American Falls—Raft River—Fort Hall Junc- | 
tion—Hudsepth’s Cut-off—Rattlesnake River—Pleasant Valley— 
City of Rocks—Poor Farming Land—Election of Officers—Barnes 
leaves Company—Goose Creek—Thousand Spring Valley—Visit of 


Old Barnett—Cold Water Creek—Canyon Creek—Humboldt River - 


_ —Samuel Olliver’s Grave—Hendrick’s Warning Sign—Encounter 


with Indians—Battle Mountain Indians—Wrong Road—Description 
of Humboldt—Election of Officers—Hard Travel for Teams—Swim- 
ming Humboldt River—Great Natural Meadow—Poem on “Charley” 

—Salt Springs—Carson River—Trading Posts—High Prices—60 
Mile Run—Lake Sighted—Mormon Station—Rocky Canyon—Hope | 
Valley—Trading Posts—Leek Springs—Camp Springs—Long Hill— 
Weaverville—Methemias Creek—Ringgold—Mud Springs—White 
Rock Springs—American River—Sacramento Buildings—Horse | 
Market—Pie Sales—Monty Dealers—Sutter’s Fort—Future of | 
Sacramento. : : 
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Route of Birmingham Emigrating Company from Birmingham, 
Iowa, to Sacramento, California. 
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A Journal of the Birmingham Emigrating Company 


April The Birmingham Emigrating Company . 
11th Started® from Birmingham® on the 11th of 
; April 1850 for the purpose of Emigrating to 
California, and after traveling about 9 miles 
(some of the Company being left behind) Called a halt, 
by order of the Captin,® and pitched our tents for the 
nite This day nothing of importance occured, more, 
than one man broke his Double-trees, which were soon 
supplyed with a new and better pare—— This evening was 
spent in Cracking Jokes, which went to show: that we 
were all in good Spirits to start with at least. Miles 9. 


@April On the morning of the 12th we all arose, 

12th brite and early, with Eyes sparkling with the 

- prospect of once more moveing a-head, by 

wateing for our boys, who had stoped at home, 

to cone (come, Ed.) up we got a late start, this day the 

wind was high and quite raw, we Moved on however with 

ease, and without axident about 14 Miles, when we pitch- 
ed opr tent for the nite on the old indian Farm 


@The Dragoon Trail, over which this Company started, ran from 
Keokuk to the present site of Des Moines, It was officially established 
by Nathan Boone, United States Dragoons, son of Daniel Boone. This— 
road followed the Des Moines River. It ran close to the Agency House, 
referred to in this Journal as Agency City, now Agency, Wapello 
County, Iowa. The Mormon Trail across lowa began at Montrose, 
ran northwest to a point on Sugar Creek, then west to the Des Moines 
River, through Farmington, across the river at Bonepart Mills, now 
Bonaparte, then a little north of west through Garden Grove, in Decatur 
-County, through Mount. Pisgah, striking the Missouri River above the 
present town of Council Bluffs. Appleton’s Hand Book of American 
Travel, 1857, shows a road following the Des Moines River, running 
through Otumwa, Eddysville, Oskaloosa, Pella, crossing the Des 
Moines River, continuing across the Raccoon River, at Peneuch, now 
Adel, Dallas County. Otumwa, now Ottumwa, Eddysville, Oskaloosa 
and Pella may still be located on the atlas. Appleton’s Guide of 1857 
‘shows no established road west of Peneuch. The trail followed by this 
Company and the Mormon Trail joined at Lewis, Cass County, Iowa, 
and were identical from that point to the Missouri River, above the 
present city of Council Bluffs. 

_@Birmingham is located in Van Buren County, Iowa. Fairfield, 
nine miles distant, was reached by roads and rail before Birmingham 
and was a more important place in 1850. 

®This Captain may have been Hiram Barnes, later elected formally. 

@The Journalist wrote the name of each month at its beginning 
and omitted it later. Names of months in italics have been inserted 

to assist the reader. 
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near Agency City®, a place which our Captin Selected, 


Most a Choice place for Camping. Miles 14. 
April The next morning, which was Saterday, . 
13th we arose early, and one of our Company being 


sick the weather quite ‘Cold, and feed plenty 
and Cheap, we thought it best to lay by untill monday. 
And now as we are laying by we will see of what our 
Company Consists, we have now in Camp Hleven wagons, 
49 Horses 25 Men, 4 Women and 1 Child, and we think 
we can say without Braging that we have as Jolly a set 
of men and Women as ever Braved a western Wind, Evry — 
one at their posts, anxious to (do, Ed.) their part, and 


- willing to do more Made this week 23 miles.® 
April Sunday the weather Clowdy and Cold, 
14th some of us at Church some in Camp, the sick 


getting better, we think we shall be able to 
move on in the morning 


April The Sick being almost well, we packed up 
15th and travelled 18 or 20 miles, when we encamp- 
ed on a Prarie, here we had to by rails for 

fire-wood Miles 19 


@Now known as Agency. Sac and Fox Agency located here for 
many years. Graves of General Joseph M. Street, who died at Agency 
May 15th, 1840, and Wapello, who died near forks of Skunk River, 
March 15th, 1842, are marked in the cemetery near Agency. Black- 
hawk, the great Indian chief who died in 1838, is buried in a mound 
near Eldon, Eldon is on the Des Moines River a little south of Ash- 
land. Ashland was an early settlement on the old Dragon Trail. Like 
many early towns in this section it lost its prominence with the coming 
of railroads. 


® Words in italics and related figures were written in the left 
margin by the Journalist; for better form they are placed in the text. 


PRAIRIE SECTION ma Bu 


April On the 16th we made a Journey of about 
- 16th 20 miles, and encamped ina small grove of. 
timber, this night we had a cold time of it, for . 


it commenced snowing awhile before night, and continued 


to snow and blow, the greater part of the night. Miles 20 


April This days journey was on an open prarie, 
17th we travelled about 20 miles and encamped for 
the night, — Miles 20 

April ‘ On: the 18th y we siavied aby and Gad 
BO rae miles. ) Mites 25 
April We crossed the Desmoines River® at 
19th Martins ferry®, about 200 miles from its 


mouth, here we learned that about 60 Calif- 
ornia teams had crossed at this place the day before we 
did,—F rom this point we sent our captain on to Counsil 
Bluffs® to procure grain for the company, this day (the 
roads being bad) we travelled about 12 miles,—the coun- 
try over which we have travelled as yet has been mostly 
Prarie. Miles 12 


April On the 20th we got an early Start,—and 
20th the roads being good, we moved on about 25 
miles.—the country over which we travelled — 

this day was very broken, hardly 


7 


@These pioneers followed the Des Moines River to. Martin’s Ferry; 
the Mormons crossed at Bonaparte, lower down. 


® Martin’s Ferry was located near Des Moines. The Polk County 
Commissioners granted a license to Mr. Martin in April, 1847, to op- 
erate a ferry. There were two other ferries within the limits of Des 
Moines. Martin’s Ferry was lower down than the two above named. 


@®The original site of Council Bluffs was later occupied by Fort 
Atkinson and Fort Calhoun. Site now called Fort Calhoun, Nebraska. 
The present city of Council Bluffs, across from Omaha, is the eastern 
terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad. 
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fit for farming land,— this day we saw a large Grey 
Wolf® on the Prarie, about one mile from the Road, and 
two of our hunters catched there Guns, and gave chase 
‘each one got a shot, but by shooting to far they missed 
their Game, we camped early to prepare for the Sabbath 
this night one of our men lost a horse which was a Severe 
Stroke, he having no surplus horses, Miles 25, made this 
week 121 miles—in all 144 miles. 


April Being Sunday we lay by, and had preach- | 
21st ing in camp.— all hands feel well and are 
quietly waiting the return of another monday 
morning. . ; 
April We arose early and commenced our march 
22nd over a beautiful Prarie, we travelled about 24 


miles, over as fine farming country as I have 
seen in the west, with the exception of the want of timber, 
the weather this day was e (x Ed.) tremely cold the wind 
high and very raw, we encamped on middle River® a 
beautiful stream for (for blurred in an evident attempt 
on part of Journalist to erase same, Hd.) and a pleasant 
place for camping, the wind going down with the sun, we 
had a pleasant evening 


@If a gray wolf it was possibly a true wolf, Canis nubilus Say 
found on the plains at that time. There is some likelihood that this was 
a coyote, Canis latrans Say. The gray wolf is usually a timber dweller 
and found in the east. 


®@ Middle River rises in the southwestern part of Guthrie County, 
flows through Adair, Madison and Warren, entering the Des Moines 
south of Des Moines. After the Company crossed Martin’s Ferry they 
apparently travelled about forty nine miles and camped on the Middle 
River. The Middle River runs diagonally through Jefferson township, — 
Adair County, from the northwest corner to the southeast corner. If 
this Company followed a nearly direct line this would make the cross- 
ing somewhere in the vicinity of Holaday’s Postoffice, in Jefferson 
township. ; 
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PRAIRIE SECTION 5 


and of course made a candy-pulling to pass of (off Ed.) 


the time. ; : Miles 24 
_ April Road good, Prarie County (Country Ed.), 
23rd Somewhat rolling, travelled about 25 miles. ~ 
eS Miles 25 
April Travelled about 25 miles, roads verry 
24th good, country rolling timber scarce we en- 
camped on the Nishnabotony®, a_ pleasant 
stream. or Maer —. Miles 25 
April Roads a good part of the way better than | 
25th any tirnpike in the united states. Some bad 


__ slews and bridges, one horse fell from a bridg, © 
some 10 or 15 feet, but unfortuneately no damage done, 
country quite rolling, we encamped on the west Nishna- 
botony® a Splendid Stream for mills, travelled 22 miles. 


Miles 22 
April. Travelled about 23 miles country quite. 
26th ~=—_— rolling, roads excellent, encamped in a hollow, 


surrounded with barron peaks or hills, which 

might be said to resemble the barrons of scotland, scarce 
a shrub was seen to grow upon them and so steep in many 
places that twas with difficulty that we reached there 


summit. Miles 23 
April This day the roads for many miles 
ane 27 thy 


®This encampment on the Nishnabotna was at Lewis, Cass town- 
ship, Cass County, Iowa. Indiantown was about one mile to the north- 
west of Lewis. Lewis is about 45 miles from the Missouri River, which 
was the distance covered by the Company, in the following three days 
travel. —~ : 


®Twenty two miles west from the East Nishnabotna would bring 
them to the West Nishnabotna in Belknap township, Pottowatamie 
County. The Journalist states that the “West Nishnabotna is a splendid 
stream for mills.” Losh’s Mill was located in Macedonia township, 
below the crossing. There were saw mills in Center township, farther 
north along the Nishnabotna. 
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wound around, the foot of these barron hills, and as from 
time to time our Boys clambered to there highest peaks, 
the Scenery around was highly grand and novel, we 
traveled about 8 miles when we encamped within about 2 
miles of canesville®, where we expect to remain for sev- 
eral days in order to procure grain and wait for grass, as 
it is hardly Started here yet. Miles 8, made this week, © 
127 miles, in all 271 miles. 


April Sunday all hands in camp.— 29th 30th & 

28th. May 1st We were engaged in procureing grain 

| for our horses, we got 183 Bush of corn, and 

Wheate which we mixed and got ground or choped, to 

take with us on our Journey. this feed cost us $1,97 cts 
pr Bushel, we also got 17 Bush of oats at $1,40 pr Bush. 


May Thirsday, May 2nd we pulled up stakes 

2nd ° and moved on to Missouri River® a distance 
of about 14 miles. Miles 14 

May Laid by waiting to get ferried across the 

‘3rd river.— 

May This morning the balance of our Com- 


4th pany came up, which we had left behind in the 
start, all well and in good hart about noon we 
commenced crossing the river. 


® Mormon setttlement named in honor of Thomas L. Kane, friend - 
of the Mormcns. Name properly spelled Kanesville. 


@ One of the old crossings of the Missouri River was at the site of 
the present town of Bellevue, Nebraska. The American Fur Company 
established a trading post here in 1810. Other towns in the vicinity in 
1850 were: Council Point, Carterville, Harris, Grove, Honey Creek, 
Allred’s Camp, Davis Camp, St. Francis, Browning, Old Agency, Rocky 
Ford, Macedonia Camp, Ferryville, Pleasant Grove, Barney’s Grove, 
Silver Creek, Bethlehem City, and Big Horn. In 1850 there were ferries 
at Old Mormon Crossing, Trader’s Point, and two at the mouth of the 
Great Platte River, The old original Mormon Crossing near Kanes- 
ville was run by Sarpy, Martin and Gingry. h 
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which tedious and tiresom task we accomplished before 
night without the least axcident of any kind occuring, we ° 
drove out about 1% mile and encamped in a hollow® on a 
beautiful little stream— Our company now consists of 
46 men 4 Women & 1 child, 20 wagons-& 80 horses, this ~ 
day we saw several Indians of the Omahaw tribe, all of 
whom appeared verry friendly, we gave them a few small | 
presents, and they went away apparantly well pleased, 
this tribe is said to be addicted to stealing and treachery, 
but by keeping out a strong gard we indever to guard 
against them—Made this week 14 miles, in all.285 miles. 
The 5th Being Sunday we laid by agreeable to our 
constitution® and had preaching i in camp by o our Prescoee 
_ Mr. Lowry® 
As regards the country over which we have passed 
since we left home I have been very mutch Deceived, I ex- 
pected a rough country filled with scruby timber, but in 
sted of that we have had a good deal of as fine Prairie as 
T ever saw, and we might as well say no timber at-all for 
there is not timber enough to do the country any good as 


@®There were several good camping places and “hollows” in the. 

vicinity of Bellevue. There were likewise many “hollows’’ and favor- 
able camping places near Florence. One of the best ones is now occu- 
pied by residences and the Omaha City Water Works, at Florence. 
j ® Part of a Constitution preserved in the Newcomb Journal, quoted 
_ in part in Sawyer’s Journal “Across the Plains,” page 19, is as fol- 
lows: “At a meeting of a Company of Californians on the Banks of the 
Missouri, May 6th, 1850, the following Preamble and Resolutions were 
unanimously adopted: 

“Whereas we are about to leave the frontier, and travel over 
Indian Territroy, exposed to their treachery, and knowing their 
long and abiding hatred of the whites; also many other privations 
to meet with. We consider it necessary to form ourselves into a 
Company for the purpose of protecting each other and our property 
during our journey to California. 

- THEREFORE RESOLVED, That there shall be one selected 
from the Company, suitable and capable to act as Captain or Leader. 

RESOLVED; That we, as men, pledge ourselves to assist each 
other through all the misforutnes that may befall us on our long 
and dangerous journey. 

RESOLVED, That the Christian Sabbath shall be observed ex- 
cept when absolutely necessary to travel. 

RESOLVED, That there shall be a sufficient guard appointed 
each night regularly, by, the Captain. 

RESOLVED, That in case of a member’s dying, the Company 
shall give him a decent burial.” 

@Mr. Lowry preached at various times while the Company were 
making their trip. The Birmingham Emigrating Company was com- 
posed largely of church members. 
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as (omit. Hd.) a farming country,— I fear that many of 
the young men of these days will see their heads grow 
white with age, before this great westery vally bettween 
the Desmoin and Missouri will be settled to any purpose, 
not because it is not good and ritch land, but for the want 
of timber. The settlement, in, and about Counsil-Bluffs is 
composed almost entirely of Mormons, and we learned 
from them that as fast as they get able they intend going _ 
to the valley or Salt-Lake 


May This morning at 7 Oclock we took up the 
6th line of march on what we call a fair start for 
California, we have now crossed the Missouri 
River and are launching forth in an uninhabited country, 
save by the wild and savage red men of the forests, we 
travelled to day 27 miles over a Prairie country quite 
rolling 18 miles from the Missouri we crossed the Patea® 
a handsom stream about 10 feet wide with high banks, 
here is a fine chance for camping, about 9 miles from the 
Patea we crossed the Elk Horn® a fine stream about 


The Journalist’s Patea is the Pappillion River, which rises in Wash- 
ington County and flows across Douglas County and into the Missouri 
River below Bellevue at a wide place near Pappio. It is highly probable 
that the Journalist connected this, in some way, with the Pappillion or 
eran the name in some manner. Clayton calls this river, the 

appea. 


@®The Elkhorn rises in the north central part of Nebraska, having 
its origin in a number of slews or lakes, covering an area of 15 or’ 20 
square miles. Its general course is southeasterly, passing through Holt, 
Antelope, Madison, Stanton, Cumming, Dodge, Washington and Doug- 
las, emptying into the Platte River from Sarpy County. The Elkhorn 


is a beautiful river, narrow, rapid, deep and very crooked. Elkhorn a 


River bottoms vary in width from three to six miles. Soils of the bot- 
toms are sandy alluvium. 
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9 rods wide and three feet deep, but difficult to foard on . 
account of quicksand, we paid $2,00 tothe wagon to get 
ferried across this stream, we moved out about 14 mile © 
and on the Bottom of the Platte River®, where we en-. 

camped for the night, some grass for our horses, we saw — 
15 or 20 Indians this evening and 2 or 3 traders with 4 
or 5 wagon-loads of Buffalow Skins, the Indians ap- 


peared very friendly. Miles 27 
May Got an early Start and-soon after Start- 
7th ing we met 150 or 200 Indians, all of: whom ap- 


peared verry friendly, we moved on up the 
valley of the Platte about 25 miles when the road turned 
in to the river, at a small point of timber where we: en- 
camped for the mght, soon after dinner quite an exciting 
incident occured, Abner Loomis® horse getting loose, 
turned back on the road over which we had come, he fol- 
lowed after and meeting a Stranger® who was hunting 
asked him to go back with him, he did so, and they found 
the horse in the hands of about one dozen Indians, who 
refused to 


@ Six or eight miles from the Elkhorn would bring them to the 
bottom of the Platte River. 


@Abner Loomis was born in Fredonia County, New York, De- 
cember 17th, 1820. The family first moved to Ohio and later to a farm 
southeast of Fairfield, lowa. Abner Loomis returned to Iowa in 1859, 
making part of the trip by steamer. He settled in Colorado in 1860. He 
married Jane Isabelle Allen in Bethamy, Missouri, October.2nd, 1862. 
From 1862 until the time of his death, August 24th, 1904, he lived on 
his original homestead or within ten miles of it. (Sketch furnished by 
- his daughter, Lelia Loomis Robertson, Fort Collins, Colorado.) 


@The-term “stranger” was applied to solitary travellers or un- 
_known or suspicious people. 
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give him up, and after attempting to strip the Boys. of 
their clothes, but failling, they succeeding in getting 
possession of their horse and bidding their friends good 
by, and returning safe to the Train Miles 25 


May This morning 4 of our horses straying of © 

8th (off, Hd.) we got a late start, and rolled on 10 

miles, to shell Creek® where we fed our teams, 

after feeding drove to Long Lake® where we encamped 

for the night, the bottom of the plat, (Platte, Hid.) over 

- which we have travelled to day is 6 or 8 miles wide and 
verry level this day we travelled 22 miles, 


We are now in the Pawnee tribe of Indians, they as 
yet have been very sivel but are constantly beging pro- 


visions Miles 22 
May Moved out, and travelled about 10 miles, 
9th when we encamped at the Ferry on Loup 


fork® of Plat, the Country over which we 
have travelled to day has been exceedingly level, roads 
generally good a little sandy in places, we saw to day a 
large grey woolf, one Prairie Woolf® and three deer®, 
none of which we got arr 


@Shell Creek rises in the northern part of Boone County, runs 
across Platte County and Colfax County and joins the Platte River in 
the southeast part of Platte County. This creek is a sparkling stream 
with some fall. It runs through a valley noted for beauty and fertility. 


@® Long Lake is a small lake in the southern part of Colfax County. — 


®The Loup River follows the general course of the Platte and 
enters it east of and below Columbus, Nebraska. It is formed in How- 
ard County at the junction of the north, middle and south forks. It is 
a swift running stream with fertile bottom lands. 


@ Prairie Wolf is a synonym for coyote Canis latrans Say. Accord- 
ing to Wolcott, coyotes were part of the original Fauna and probably 
common at this time. This animal may have been a true wolf, Canis 
nubilus Say, which at that time lived on the plains. 


® Probably Pronghorn antelope,.Antilocapra americana (Ord.) Dr. 
Lee R. Dice, Curator of Mammals, University of Michigan, kindly fur- 
nished information regarding animals mentioned. 
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he 


This evening we unloaded to (two, Ed.) of our wag- 
ons which were made for Boats and commenced ferrying 


our goods across the Loup fork of Platte, Miles 10 
_ May _ Arose this morning early and rolled our | 
10th wagons down to the banks of the river, and re- 


sumed our task of crossing the stream, we un- 
loaded all our wagons and took our goods across in our 
boats and run our wagons across by hand, and drove our 
horses through, it being quite difficult for them to cross _ 
on account of the quicksand, many of us were obliged to 
be in the water nearly all day, but we all got across with- 
out the least accident, occuring, and encamped on the 
bank of the stream,this stream is a verry unpleasant one, 
it being some 3 or 4 hundred yards wide, the water the 
most of the way across being quite shallow, and the bot- 
tom a perfect bed of quicksand, _ ; 


May This morning we got under way 
lith 
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early in order to stop soon in the evening but Grass 
being thin we travelled until nearly Sundown, in order to— 
get a good place for grazing, but. finding no verry good 
place we encamyed on Loupe Fork of Platte, where we 
expect to remain untill monday morning, the country 
over which we have travelled to day has been quite level, 
Roads, tolerable good, somewhat sandy, travelled about 
25 miles, this evening we held al election, agreeable to our | 
constitution, and elected for Captin H Barnes® 1st Lieut 
N Calhoon® 2nd Lieut A L Loomis® 8rd Lieut J Gale®, 
secretary J I Boon®, all of which we think will do— 


Our Horses stan the trip so far as well as we ex- 
pected some of them are falling away a little, and some 
holding their own, this spring is uncomenly backward, 
grass being hardly started here yet, we still have some 
feed for our horses, perhaps enough to last 2 or 3 weeks 
by feeding verry light, Mules 25, made this week 109 
miles, in all 394 miles. 


@Hiram Barnes was born in Ohio, March 18th, 1818. He moved 
from Ohio to Iowa in 1839, locating on a farm southeast of Birming- 
ham, Iowa. On August 26th, 1846, he married Hannah Bond Loomis, 
at her home, three miles north of Birmingham. Mr. Barnes returned 
to Iowa before the outbreak of the Civil War. He was a Lieutenant 
in the Third Iowa Cavalry. Mr. Barnes took an active part in the 
development of Birmingham. Part of the Barnes addition was formed 
from the Barnes homestead. He played a prominent part in the in- 
naugration of a school in Birmingham for higher education. The Presby- 
terian College, at Fairfield, Iowa, now called Parsons College, is an 
outgrowth of the early efforts of Mr. Barnes and others. After the 
Civil War, Mr. Barnes built a fine home on his farm. Mr. and Mrs. 
Barnes lived on this farm for sixty two years celebrating their golden 
wedding on August 26th, 1896. Mr. Barnes died June 23rd, 1899, at 
his home, aged eighty one years. Mrs. Barnes died November 10th, 
1910. (Sketch furnished by his daughter, Virginia Barnes McCormick, 
of Des Moines, Iowa.) 


@Isaac Newton Calhoun was born in Beaver County, Pennsylvania, 
May 9th, 1809. When he was eight years of age his parents moved to 
Holmes County, Ohio, where he later married. He moved to the terri- 
tory of Iowa in 1838. He spent eighteen months in making a trip to 
and from California and sent home $3C00 in gold which he mined there. 
With this money he built a fine brick residence on his farm near 
Birmingham.. The roster of the Third Regiment Iowa Cavalry Volun- 
teers, Company “H”, shows Hiram Barnes as First Lieutenant, and a 
“Newton L.” Calhoun as Commissary ‘Sergeant. Mr. Calhoun moved 
to Birmingham in 1869. 


F SUSIE | UAC Toy NEI YS “SHOT $1109 


; “yooy Aouuiry’) ; . “ANT pocAy ye durey 


pavspay “JA iespy Ag , : Ad YMopay Ag 


AdJTG YUepayy Ag j 


PLAINS SECTION ee 13 
May Sunday this morning some of the boys 


12th who overtook us at the Missouri River being. — 


somewhat displeased, and thinking that the. 

- company was rather large, concluded to hall off, they 

hitched up and 13 men, 5 wagons and 23 Horses rolled 
out, we expect it was all for the best. 


May This morning while in the act of starting 
13th Andrew Loomis Killed too (two Ed.) wild 
Geese®, and attmpting to swim to them he 
_ cramped and was unable to reach them, and calling for 
assistance Rush Skinner came to his Tolice and threw him 
a roape, by which he drew him to shore, we rolled out and 
travelled over a barron country, roads dry but somewhat 
sandy, travelled about 28 miles, and encamped on the 
Prairie, by a few holes which had been dug in a slew, 
which afforded us a little water for cooking, this evening 
having no wood we burned the bed of-an olld feed Wagon 
(whick we were a going to leave) to get our suppers by. 
to day the boys saw several Antilopes® but got none 
Miles 28 


@The commonest wild species in America is the Canada goose, 
Branta canadensis canadensis (Linnaeus); geese killed were probably © 
of this species. 


@In this region the Journalist possibly saw antelope. These were 
probably Antilocapra americana (Ord.) 


@ Andrew -L. Loomis, referred to elsewhere as Andrew Loomis, 
was a brother of the Journalist. Mr. Loomis was a successful Minister | 
of the Methodist Church, a man of sterling character with a number of 

initmate and close friendships. He died in sures bce ek 
August 14th, 1911. 


@ Nothing could he learned of the subsequent history of I. Gale,— 
Editor. 


@J. L Boon rite from’ California and located, with his family, 
on a farm two miles east of Birmingham, living there the remainder of 
his life. The Boon family was held in very high regard. Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Barnes McCormick, daughter of Captain Barnes, attended school 
with the Boon children. 


EMER AR Reha as BIRMINGHAM JOURNAL 


May Arose early this morning and turned our 
14th —s horses out to graze, after grazing we moved 
out and passed over barron and sandy ridges 
? of Prairie, for about 18 miles when we came out to. 
Prairie creek ©, and from that till night we passed over 


as fine Bottom ‘Prairie as I ever saw, we found several © 


letters which the boys which left us on sunday had droped 
and learned that they were well, but we are gaining on | 
them, we rolled to day about 27 miles and encamped on 
Wood Creek® a small creek, with considerable timber. 
this evening Andrew and Bush etc Lost a fine horse 
Polly by name, She died with the collick., we are now on 


the bottom of main Platte Miles 27 
May Gave our horses time to Graze while 
15th § Grazing five of our hunters started out for a 


hunt, we hitched up and moved on up the Bot- 
tom of Platte roads fine Prairie flatt, we travelled about 
14 miles, and finding good Slee 


@ Prairie Creek rises in the eastern part of Buffalo County, flows 
through Hall, Merrick and Nance Counties again into Merrick County 
where it enters the Platte River, in the southern part of Platte County. 
This is a slender stream about eighty miles in length running through 
a sandy undulating prairie. 


j 


( 

® Wood River rises in the southern part of Custer County, flows 
cross Dawson County, Buffalo County and Hall County and into the 
Platte River in southwest Merrick County. It is a small stream with 
a slow current. It seldom overflows its banks. Bottom lands are com- 
paratively narrow but rich and productive. Prairie Creek and Wood 
Creek run somewhat parallel through Hall County and western part 
of Merrick County. The crossing from one river to the other probably 
occurred in Hall County. Central City, in Merrick County, to the west, 
was formerly called Lone Tree. Shinn’s Ferry was opposite Lone Tree 
and on the old emigrant road from Omaha to Colorado. This Lone 
Tree should not be confused with one mentioned later in this Journal. 
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‘we encamped for the night, Just before sundown our 


hunters came up, Killed 2 Woolves and supposed they: : 


Killed 2 Deer but got none,— this evening a company of - 


_ 33 Wagons and 84 men came up with us and passed on — 


about 20 rods above, and encamped, after supper they 
struk up on their Band of music, and we soon saw that 
they were nearing us, our Captain immediately called out 
his men and Band of music, and martched out to meet 
them, Both parties martched in regular military order, 
our company was commanded by Zenas Caster an old, 
Mexican Soldier, we met them half way’when the signal . 
of friendship was given and we found they only came out 
to give us a wellcum Greeting, our commander immedia- — 
tely ordered us to join them in the rear, which was done 


in order, we martched 2 or 3 times around our camp with ~ 


music most deliteful, when they formed a line, and we 
formed i in their . 
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frunt and gave them three harty cheers for the friend- 
ship shown us, after which they plaid 3 or 4 most Beauti- 
ful tunes for our Ladies, (as they had none) Gave us 3 
cheers, and our Ladies a good one, and retired in perfeet 
order, and with the good wishes of our company, to there 
camp, they appear to be Just the right Kind of men to go 
to California, quite sivel and stedy, but with there eyes 


wide open. Miles 14 
May This morning we got an early start and 
16th moved on, over a beautiful Prairie Roads 


most Excellant, water Scarce we made about 
25 miles, to our presant camp, plenty of water, wood 
scarce, nothing of mutch importance occured to Day 


Miles 25 
May _ This morning six of our hunters started 
17th out after a buffalow®— we got an early 


start, travilled up the bottom of Platt, Roads 
level, but part of the way quite Boggy, travelled until 
nearly Dark in order 


@Bison bison Linnaeus. For ages the bison held the most fertile 
grazing lands in America. The first western pioneers saw immense 
herds of buffalo. ‘These animals furnished food for travellers and at 
times military detachments and railroad laborers subsisted on their 
flesh. Their rate of travel was quite rapid and they usually kept to 
well trodden “buffalo” paths. Wide rivers were crossed without hesi- 
tation. The buffalo of the plains was, in appearance, our finest Ameri- 
can quadruped. 
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to procure a place for camping, encamped on Platte, | 
without wood, Some time after dark our hunters came in, 
they killed 2 Buffalow, one of them a very large one and’ 
one Deer, they Brought in their horses loaded down with . 
meat, which was really ayete a treat, travelled to day 


about 28 miles . Miles a 
May Roads Splended, travelled about 14 miles 
18th and encamped untill monday morning. to 


_ day we were obliged to hall wood 7 miles to 
do over the sabbath, we encamped about noon in order to 
recroot our horses, near 75 teams passed us after we 
eamped before night, we find a great many emigrants® 
on the road this Spring, although not as meny as we ex- 
pected,— this morning six of the boys Started out for a 
hunt, and they have not yet returned, = Miles 14, 
made this week 136 miles, in all-500 miles. 


May Sunday, this morning one of the hunters 
19th = came in, and we took horses and went after 
the others, they laid on the open prairie, with 

but one blanket ~ 


@The year 1850 marked a great emigration to California. In 
volume two, No. 12, Frontier Guardian, Kanesville, Iowa, the following 
news item appears under date of July 10th, 1850:— “From the Plains.— 
The following account of men, women and_ children, etc., who had 
passed Fort Laramie prior to the 3d of June, was handed to our friend | 
Elder Moses Clawson, who arrived at this place a few days ago; 11,433 
men, 119 women, 99 children, 3,188 wagons, 10,900 horses, 3,588 mules, 
3,428 oxen, and 233 cows. He further says, while on his way from the 
Z Fort, that he passed, for eight days, 500 waggons per day, on an av- 
erage; and gives, as his unqualified opinion, that 40,000 persons and 
- 10,000 waggons, must-have passed that place before the 7th inst.” 
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between them, they Killed three Buffalow three Antilope 


- ®& one Deer,— Weather warm and pleasant, we have _ 


preaching in camp to Day, allso Mr. Lowery preached to 

the Iowa Citty Company, had a good congrigation for 
the states, we had a pleasant shour of rain this evening 
which revived the grass very mutch, 


May This aneaiae we changed our feed-wagon 
20th im order to get a loose horse we put in a horse 
with the boys and they throwed away one set 

of harness, we got an early start and moved on over a 
_fine prairie Bottom, Roads fine with the exception of 
about 2 miles of Deep sand, water plenty, wood scarce. 
~ Rolled to day about 25 nals camped on Platte, some 


timber, | Miles 25 
May This morning had a little rain whic re- 
21st vived the grass very mutch to day we passed 


as fine a spring as I ever saw, boiling out near 
the foot of a sand bluff, water enough 
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to Carry 2 or 3 Run of Burs®,— this afternoon we saw a _ 
great number of Buffalow travelled to day about 27.— 
miles, near half of the way, roads quite sandy, which. 


fateged our teams very mutch, Miles 27 ~ 
May - Last night our camp was in the neighbor- 
22nd hood of about 75 teams, the most of whoom we 


got ahead of in the morning by getting an 
early start Zenas Caster and my-self, this morning left 
Camp with one horse, for a Buffalow : Chase, and sallied 
forth among the sand hills on the right which we found 
literally Covered with Buffalow, we killed 2 or 3 which 
we found were hardly fit to eat we found to day innumer- 
able cauntites of Buffalow, I Believe we saw 10 or 15 
- thousand, Just as we started home we saw avery (a very, 
Ed.) large Drove on Platte bottom, I Being on the horses 
at the time, road out to one side in pordes to have a fair 
view, I came up within 


@Reference is made here to flattened cylindrical stones used for 


grinding wheat and other grains for food. These stones were used in 


pairs and the opposing surfaces were roughened or “burred.” _ Because 
of this es were called “burs. 
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about 150 yards before they broke and being so close I 
though I would give them a littel chase, and giving my 
horse the rane he soon carried me into their midst, they 
Clearing the way and I passed through them, and sprang 
from my horse and as they passed I shot one about 2 
years old, when I got on my horse and turned 3 or 4 more © 
(which were coming up behind,) towards some of our 
boys which were near by, and they shot one of-them, but. 
it was quite old, not fit to eat, we followed the Drove 
awhile, and got in camp Just before sundown, after I left 
caster he having to walk in to camp gave out before he 
got quite in and was taken up by another train, who 
treated him kindly and brought him to our camp We 
_ travelled to day about 24 miles Roads the most of the way 
very Bad some Bad sand hills, crossed several pean 
streams®, this evening we began 


@The Company crossed Watch Creek, Wolf Creek, Pond Creek, 
Camp Creek, Crooked Creek, Rattlesnake Creek, Goose Creek and 
Petite Creek, in this section. 
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to b' ~n Buffalow chips® for fuel, itch we find to a 


Postoffice business ®. Miles 24.— 
May ; Got a tolerable early start, passed several » 
23rd Beautiful streams, roads quite Bad, very hard 


on our teams, Pessed a range of bluffs® on 
the South side of the North fork of Platte, which was 
covered with cedar trees, the scenery was highly grand 
and novel, moved to Day about 23 miles and encamped on 


the north fork of Platte. eee Rei IU ES as 
May - Got an early start, travelled up the North 
24th = fork of Platt, Bottom narrow, roads about 


half the way good, the balance verry Sandy, — 
hard on our teams, passed several fine streams, which 
were supported by springs travelled to Day about 26 
miles, no grass for our horses to night, passed to Day 
what is called the lone tree®, so called because we see no 
other timber for 200 miles this is a cedar tree, standing 
some 3 hundred yards on the left of the road Miles 26 


® Buffalo Chips were ai of buffalo used by immigrating parties 
for fuel. 


© “Postoffice Business” was an expression common in those days 
for active merchandising or rapid business transactions. 


® These were Cedar Bluffs noted by ere 354 miles from Flor- 
ence and 677 from Salt Lake City. 


@®Lone Tree was-on the north side of the North Platte River Shou 
300 yards south of the road as stated by the Journalist. According to - 
Clayton, this tree was 378 miles from Winter Quarters and 653 miles 
from Great Salt Lake City. Lone Tree was two and one half miles 
from Ash Hollow, later the site of Fort Grattan. 
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- May There being no grass for our horses we 
25th started at five Oclock, and rolled on about 6 
) ‘miles, when we found tolerable grass and 
turned our horses out to Graze,— after Grazing about 2 — 
hours, we rolled on, roads fine to Day, passed many fine ~ 
streams, made about 20 miles, and encamped for the sab- 
bath finding tolerable grass for our horses, this week our 
teams have failed some owing to the want of Grain, and, 
our having a good deal of sandy roads to pass, which was 
very hard on teams, which have but little grain and very 
poor grass, 7 


This evening, according to our constitution we held 
an election, and elected the following named Gentleman 
to their respective offices For Captain Barnett Barnes®, 
Ist Lieutenant Zenas Caster, 2nd Bengamin Sandford 
3rd Abner W Loomis, Sect E D Skinner®, To Day we 
saw several indians of the Shian® tribe the first we have 
seen since we crossed Loupe fork of Platte, this tribe is 
mutch more manly, and have more of the appearance 


@® Barnett Barnes, brother of Hiram Barnes. 
@Brother of C. D. Skinner, another member of the party. 


@®The Cheyenne Indians were an aggressive, warring tribe, located 
around the head of the South Platte River. Their forays extended in 
all directions. The Omahas occupied the country along the Missouri 
north of the mouth of the Platte River forty or fifty miles and west- 
ward about the same distance. The Pawnees were more numerous than 
the Omahas. Their principal village was a few miles east of the pres- 
ent city of Fremont, Nebraska. The Pawnees were constantly at war 
with the Sioux and other tribes. 
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of the whiteman than, the Omahaw’s or EPawies! 8 they 
are a large and noble looking Indian, quite active and in-. © 
teligant, not mutch addicted to beging, there is on the op-. 
posite side of the river, from our camp, quite a large 
town of this tribe of Indians. Miles 20; made this week — 
145 miles, in all 645 miles. - at 


May This morning, there were many teams in 

26th sight on the Prairie but after Breckforst they 

were all soon cleared away, with the exception 

of one small train, who like us Kept the sabbath, at 

Eleven Oclock A Dr Philo Addressed our company, with 

a portion of his and at 2 Mr. Lowery addressed their 
company with a Portion of ours,— 


This afternoon quite a number of Indians Geoiked 
the river, and, built their huts on this side near our camp, 
many of them visiting us, we were also visited by one 
white Lady, and several Gentleman, who came to Preach- 
ing, all appeared very friendly and sociable, the ladia 
and two Gentleman stade and took dinner with us, the 
Lady appeared like a real fine Genteel Lady, our Ladies 
(Rosetty and Amelia®) scraped up quite an 


@Only two women are mentioned in the journal. Rosetta’s last 
name was Barnes. She was the daughter of John Barnes and a cousin 
of Captain Hiram Barnes. She married Smith Culbertson and lived, 
during the latter part of her life, near Birmingham, where she died in 
1897. It was impossible to find out who Amelia was. 
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acquantance with her, and were highly pleased with her 
appearance, hope we may travel to gether This evening 
there fell a little rain which revived the grass in a meas- 
ure, 


May This morning there being a small Indian 
27th town in sight, we moved on, and some of us 
went ahead to pay the natives a- visit, and 
found them snugly fixed to live their huts were composed 
of long poles covered with Skins, with a small hole in 
one side for a door, they appeared to be perfectly at 
home, and, to live happy, we moved on roads tolerable 
good, a little wet and some sand, about noon passing some — 
high bluffs, some of the Boys, climbed to their top and 
from there saw what is called chimney Rock®, said by 
our Guide to be 40 miles distant, in the after noon we 
passed Castle bluffs®, on the right, and several of us 
went to examine them, they have the appearance of the 
ruins of old castles, heaps of rocks were thrown out in 
confusion as if fallen from some high wall, some small 
Pines were growing on the high cliffs, which made the 
scenery around, present a view of modist 


@Chimney Rock was on the south side of the North Fork of the 
Platte, 452 miles from Cuncil Bluffs and 578 miles from Salt Lake 
City. Chimney Rock was about sixty miles from the point where these 
observations were made. 


@Castle Bluffs. were on the south side of the North Fork of the 
Platte. Castle Bluffs were 388 miles from Council Bluffs and 643 miles 
from Salt Lake City. 
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lovliness, as if some youthful roviers there had met and ~ 
wandered to and frow, and twined their youthful hearts © 
in loves bewitching snair, 


The country for weeks back has been, has been a 
barran waste, unfit for naught save for the Dwelling of 
the savage wild, and to satisfy the curiosity of the curi-- 
ous whiteman, whoes imagineation can fly from object 
to object, and absorb its wild romantic, beauties, without 
comingleing with the Dross, Travelled to day about 20 
miles, and encamped near a small lake, this evening after 
supper the most of the Boys went out and after choosing 
sides took a whooping game of ball, untill time to take in 
our horses. Wee are now. continually passing good 
clothing logchains stoves tinware and remains of old 
waggons thrown away by the emigrants as they run out 
of fee, (feed Ed.) and therefore are obliged to lighton 
there loads, as grass is yet gs and = horses begin ~ 
to fail, Miles 20 


May | This morning got an early start, roads 
28th part of the way quite sandy, Country on either 
side of the river, covered with barron hills, 
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with rocky peaks, rising far above there tops, they are 
a baron waste, unfit for cultivation, yet with a man fond 
of curiosities, they are highly intersting, and will add 
mutch to the pleasures, and take mutch from the burdens © 
of a long and toilson Journey to California, 


this afternoon L Morse Broke the exeltree to his wagon, 
it being about time to camp we called a halt for the night, — 
having an old feed-wagon in company which we intended 
soon to throw away, we took the exeltree out of it and be- 
fore sundown had it riged in the other wagon and ready 
to rool on in the morning, 


. made to day about 27 miles, and encamped within about 


5 miles of Chimney Rock. _ _ Miles 27 
May This morning got an early start, and roll- 
29th ed on to chimney Rock, when some of us took 


the Spyglass, and had a good view of it, it lay 
across the River and some distance from us, it appears 
to be situated on a high mound, 
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about the shape of a potatoe-hole, we were so far dis- 


tant from, that we could not determine whether this © | 


\ 


mound, was composed of hard clay or rock, but upon its © 


top there stood a rock which I should think was about 


100 feet high, the mound being about the same hight, and 
appeared to be nearly Square, with a slight Precnes: 
near its base, on the pice side, 


Roads to day very good, made about 27 eae and 
encamped nearly opposite what is called Seotts Bluffs, 
a high rauge of mountains, which, appear to be a sollid 
mass of rock, covered with small pine or cedar trees, the 
view from here from here is highly beautiful, almost ap- 
proaching the sublime, passed this evening Nobles com- 
pany they were laying by looking for 4 Horses which 
had strayed from them, Miles 27 


May This morning there arose a pee clowd 
30th between us and Scotts Bluffs®, which hid it 
entirely from view, and as it rooled away 

Showing first its lofty peak, which ascended 


@Scottsbluff, present site of town of same name, were so called 
from a trapper named Scott, left by his companions to perish there. 
Scott’s Bluffs were 472 miles from Council Bluffs and 559 miles from 
Salt Lake City. 
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~ Some 300 feet in the air, and which was covered Se 
Small Pine or cedar trees, the scene was highly Novel, 
and no less beautiful we.could see as it were, standing 
upon a clowd, a huge rock, covered with small trees, and 
as the clowd would rise and fall, it presented mutch the 
appearance of a Theater, the trees presented the appear- 
ance of the actors, the Rock, of the Stage,— the clowd of 
the curtain, and nature itself was the tragedy they were 
Acting, each one playing there parts to perfection.— 


we got an early start, roads good with the exception of a 
little sand, water scarce. this evening Just Before stop- 
ping we were overtaken by a thunder-shour, accompanied 
_ with a little hail, it lasted however but a short time, this 
I believe is the first shour we have had, fall on us while 
travelling ,since we left home Rosety one of our ladies, 
being on horseback was caught in the rain, which only 
appeared to brighton her spirits 
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and caused her to return, cracking her Jokes rather 
sharper than usual, 


travelled to Day Ghaae 25 miles, and encamped near a 7 


small stream, with vut little grass ~— Miles 25 
May - This morning got a tolerable start— Soon 
31st after starting come in view of what we called 


Larima Peak®, Dont know how far distant it 
is from Bs - 


Roads to ies about half th way good the Saat, 
sandy and therefore heavy rolling, passed some tremen- 
deous banks of sand on our right, found some timber once 

-more, the first we have seen for near 200 miles, roolled 
to day about 20 miles Several of the company are troub- 
led with a breaking-out, similiar to small pox, which rais- 
es in small pimples, about the face and neck, and dis- 
charges a watery matter it however does not cause them 

to feel sick, but is very Disagreeable, 


Sprinkled a little rain to day, appeared to rain heavy 
behind us, threatens rain some this evening, Days warm, 
Nights cool Miles 20 


@®Laramie Peak was one of the most noted land marks on the old 
trail. Visible from either direction for sixty or more miles. Elevation 
9000 feet. 
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June This morning got an early start and roll- 

ist ed on to the ferry on platte River, opposite 

. Fort Laramie®, there being some 30 or 40 
teams ahead of us, we were obliged to wait untill late in 
the after noon, for our turn, when we commenced ferry- | 
ing, which took us untill a little after dark, we got over 
however without the least accident, of any kind, and en- 
camped this evening on the west bank of Platte, ferriage | 
here $1.00 pr load, and had to do the work our selves.— 


while waiting for our turns to ferry some of us went up 
to the Fort, to see what was to be seen,— and found our 
selves very agreeably, disappointed in this place insted 
of 6 or 8 little Log huts, we found 30 or 40 Buildings, and 
some of them of a pretty fine style, some firstrate fraim 
buildings two-storys high, and quite large, 


the fort was enclosed by a wall about 11 feet high, made 
of Adoby’s or spanish Brick, in the fort were plassed 2 
Brass cannon of a pretty good size, about 


@Fort Laramie as its ruins exist today was established in 1849. 
Its predecessor, a trading post of the American Fur Company, was 
established in 1832. The American Fur Trading Post was first named 
Fort Williams, later Fort John and finally Fort Laramie, in honor of a 
French Canadian trapper of that name. These posts were built near . 
the mouth of the Laramie River where it empties into the Platte. 
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9 endees, the Wars ground was situated J oining the © 


Fort, which was a beautiful level spread over by nature’ | 3 


with small gravel, their stabling Joined the parade: 


- ground, this was a long row of buildings or two long | 


buildings, being some 3 or 4 hundred feet long evry thing 

about these stables were kept in splinded order, they 
were very neat and clean As iuck always turns to our 
hand, it happened that the day we passed they were Drill- 
ing the soldiers, we saw them all dressed in uniform, and 
martched on the parade ground and drilled for some 
time, they looked splended. I tell you, wéat as new pins. » 
the Fort is situated about 1% miles from the ferry ,— 
At the ferry® we saw Something new, a small indian 
child, was plassed in a Basket, made of a Buffalow Skin, 
and, plassed in the forks of a large tree, some 70 or 80 
feet from the ground it has probily been there for some 
time The ferryman told us that there was a man J’rown- 
ded one week before we came up ~ 


@The Platte River was low enough to be forded at times. The 
river is narrow at this point and ferrying was accomplished with little 
difficulty in high water. A little farther along the Journalist states 
that this season was an axceedingly dry one, referring to conditions be- 
tween Council Bluffs-and Fort Laramie. 
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his Body was found the day we arrived» some distance 
below the ferry and some of our men went. down to help 
Berry it. his name was found to be T S Morrill, his com- 
pany had gone on to California, we learned that he left 
a Wife and too children to moarn his loss, Made to day 
about 7 miles 


As for the country over which we have - travelled. 
since leaving the States we cannot give it a verry high 
recomend,— the bottom of Platte, especially the lower 
part is very wide, and pretty ritch,— but then the 
stream is accompanied with no timber at all, we might 
say, so little, that it would be of comparatively no use, 
-for improveing purposes,— and on the other side it is 
hemed in by a range of sandy bluffs, extending for miles 
back, and we know not how mutch farther, the other or 
uper end is not so wide,— has no timber on the river and 
the Bluff side insted of sand is mostly rock, the face of 
the country generally 


PLAINS SECTION _. are 33 


might be said to be, one vast barron and romantic wild, | 
fit for nothing but the habitation of the wild, and rambl-' 
ing redman of the forest,— there are many natural curi-’ 

_ osities to be seen by travelling through this country, be . 
sides seeing the Natives, (the different tribes of Indians) 
hearing their languages seeing their maner of living, and 
learning their natures, besides all this Nature itself, has 
appeared to cut some extrys, in order to produce some- 
thing, that would interest and entertain the travelar, as 
he passes over a wild uninhabited country, (save by the 
Red-man) and on a long and tedious Journey,— The 
roads from Council Bluffs to Fort Laramie, have been 
exceedingly good this Spring on account of the Dryness 
of the season, scarce, a shower of rain fell upon us, as we 
travelled over this road,— However in a rainy Season, I 
think the roads would not be very bad, as the Bottom is 
quite Sandy, and of course would not get very mudy,— 
Miles 7, made this week 126, in all-771 miles. 
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June Sunday. This morning we being encamp- 


2nd ed on the Bank of Platte, with scarcely a bite 
of grass for our horses.we thought it best to 
moove on for grass, we took what is called the River road, 


and travelled over a Succession of hills and hollows, of | 


some considerable size, we are now travelling over the 


black hills®, probably so named because they are covered 
with pine tres which when seen from a distance, look . 


black and resembles, as mutch as any-thing a large herd 
of buffalow,— travelled to day about 12 miles before 
coming to grass,— L Morse found a light Waggon®, 
- which he got for 5 Dollars,— he hitched it behind his 
waggon and halled it to where we encamped and next 
‘morning changed his loading in to it his old one being to 
heavy This is the first sabbath we have travelled since 
we left home.— Miles 12 


@®The Journalist is correct in assuming that the Black Hills were 
so called on account of their covering of pine trees. These are not to 
be confused with the Black Hills of North Dakota. 


® Travel as far as Fort Laramie and a little beyond was com- 
paratively easy. As indicated by the Journalist it was the custom of 
emigrants to shorten their wagons by cutting off the reaches and wagon 
boxes or to purchase or pick up light wagons or to trade their heavy 
wagons for lighter ones. 
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June _ This morning gota tolerable late start on 
3rd account of rigging L. Morse waggon., rained’ 
considerable this afternoon, encamped early,’ 

made 20 miles, Country hilly, roads pretty good,— About 
noon to day I saw the selibrated Mountainneer, and In- 
dian Trader, Kit Carson®-he is a small man, but well 
proportioned, and has the EKagle in hiseye. | Mules 20 


June This morning rolled out early, and moved 
4th on about 10 miles. when we came to a small 
creek of soft water® and after holding a coun- 
sil we agreed to hold up untill to morrow morning in or- 
der to wash our clothes, and shorten our Waggon-beds,— 
as soon as we stoped, it was amusing to see, every man 
Jump into the work, a few moments found our waggons 
all on loaded, Saws clipping away, hatches clatering, and, 
boards cracking, we cut 30 inches from our waggon bed, 
which together with what clothing we throwed away 
made our load a good deal lighter, all hands had their 
work done, and ready to roll before dark. Our Women 
have done a : 


@® Kit Carson was making a trip to Fort Laramie at this time. “On 
the 5 May, 1850. Tim Goodel (probably Tim Goodale) and I started 
to Fort Laramie with forty or fifty head of mules and horses to trade 
with the emigrants. Arrived about the first of June, remained about a 
month, disposed of our animals to good advantage.” From “Kit Car- 
son’s Own Story of His Life’—Grant, page 97. 


® Probably Cottonwood Creek, since this is the only one in this 
section with soft water, according to residents. Also called Broom 
Creek on some maps. There is an abundance of timber at this point at 
present. Conditions were about as wild in 1927 as in 1850. On lighting 
a fire on this creek at night, coyotes on all sides began to howl. 
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heavy washing, and got it put out in style, horses Boe 
well filled up, all hands tired aes to wrest and sleep 


well. | Miles 10 
June Got an early start, rolled on at a brisk 
5th —_ pace, or fast walk passed a good many teams 


our waggons run mutch lighter than before - 
being less-load, on, and, cupled shorter- 


Still travelling over the black hills Roads splended 
to day, being so well selected that we take the hills with 
a gradual rise and fall, 


We are still in plane view of Laramie Peak, we 
think we are, nearly opposite to it this being six days 
that we have travelled in view of this stupendeous samp- 
le of Natures workmanship, made to day about 30 miles 
and encamped — on a dry ridge with plenty of wood and 


grass but no water. Miles 30 
June Got under way this morning at 5 O oleck 
6th _—sCD rove brisk rather to fast, for the good of our 


horses, travelled through a 
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mountaineous country, but roads verry good, hard asa | 
flint.— we passed to day, many hills, composed of what’ 
is called red Sand, I think however, that it has more the 
appearance of clay, than sand, it looks something like 
spanish Brown, we passed to Day many grand curiosi- 
ties, one of which was a high mound of rocks®, Some 75 
or 80 feet high and piled up so perpendicularly that- it 
was difficult for a man to climb to the top To follow 
nature through all her convultions, and imagine how she 
has contrived to throw up such massy piles of rock and 
in such a varietie of shapes and forms, is highly novel it 
leads the imagineation of man to wander among the sub- 
iblimities of Nature, and ponder over her wonderful 
works,— 


We have passed several fine streams®: to day the 
most of which have some scruby timber on them. made 
to day about 27 miles and encamped_on boxelder crick®, 
plenty of wood water and grass __ Miles 27 


@The Journalist is correct. These are clay and not sand bluffs. 
@These “perpendicular” rocks may have been almost anywhere 
west of Douglas for twenty five miles. — 


@®About 25 miles west of Fort Laramie the Oregon—Mormon 
Trail struck across the hills south of the present highway, leaving the 
Platte River to the right. Middle Bear Creek and North Bear Creek 
are crossed on the highway before reaching Horseshoe Creek, two miles 
south of Glendo. The old Oregon Trail crossed Horseshoe Creek at 
Foxton Ranch, which was a stopping place in the early days. One mile 
west of Horseshoe Creek the Oregon Trail marker is not located cor- 
rectly since the old trail swerved to the northwest beyond Horseshoe © 
Creek towards Labonte and did not go into Glendo as does the present 
highway. The emigrants passed across Elkhorn Creek six miles west 
of Glendo. The old trail went over Moss Agate Hill to Labonte Creek. 
The marker at Labonte is located correctly. Orrin Junction is 15 miles 
west of Glendo. Bridger’s Ferry was beste here. LaPrele Creek is 
9% miles from Douglas. i 


@ Boxelder Creek is 17 miles west of Douglas. Oil storage tanks 
of the Big Muddy Field, near Parkerton begin at 20 miles from Doug- 
las. 4 milés beyond Boxelder Creek the North Fork of the Platte 
River comes into view. 
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June This morning got a verry early start and 
7th travelled over a country similar to yesterday 
passed several streams, roads good 


John Saunders® started Just before noon to take 
what he thought was a near cut, but insted of that it bore 
off from our road, and he walked untill night, before 
overtakeing us, he came up Just after we had encamped, 
had quite a serious walk of it uM) 


Crossed a stream called Mud creek®, the Bottom of 
which was literally covered with Grasshoppers, Made to 
day full 30 miles and encamped on the Bottom of Platte, 
the handsomest place® we have had to camp since leav- 
ing home, 


Plenty of snow is lying on the top of the Bluffs to our 
left, quite a curiosity for us, to see snow at this time of 
the year— Miles 30 


June This morning Started at 4 O clock and 
8th rolled on to the Ferry®, on Platte here they 
had 4 Boats running which ~— 


@John Saunders was a brother-in-law of Newton I. Calhoun named 
in the journal. John P. Saunders was born in Millersburg, Ohio, on 
June 20th, 1827. He married Sarah F. Rutledge, related to Ann Rut- 
ledge, in December, 1852. Mr. Saunders and his people left Ohio and | 
lived in Jefferson County, Iowa, after 1842. Mr. Saunders and his 
family moved to Scotland County, Missouri, where he purchased a 
farm in 1865. In 1881 he moved to Lompoc, Santa Barbara, California, 


where he died March 30th, 1905. Mr. Saunders cast a vote for the ad- .. 


mission of California, in 1850. He took considerable pride in his part. 
in this event in later years. (From a sketch furnished by his son, J. R. 
Saunders.) 


@Probably Big Muddy Creek about 10% miles west of Glenrock. 
Old road ran south of present highway this section. Clayton mentions 
a Muddy Creek 18 miles from Upper Platte Ferry (Casper, Wyoming.) 


@®The Pastoral scenery along the Platte, in this section is very 
beautiful. Vegetation here is very luxuriant. The big bend of the 
Platte River was a favorite place for campers. Near this point is the 
grave of A. H. Unthank. Mr. Unthank was a young man, native of 
Wayne County, Indiana. He died on July 2nd, 1850. An iron fence 
surrounds the grave which lies above the highway. Teapot Dome can 
be seen from this point. 
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took the emigrants across nearly as fast as they came up, | 
ferage here was $4.00 per Waggon and 25 cts pr head for: 
horses, we crossed here in about 34 of an hour, and rolled: 
out in search of grass for our horses,— from the ferry 
we could see Snow on the high Bluffs to our left which 
appeared to be about one or two miles distant, But we 
were informed by the ferrymen that it was Seven or 
Hight miles off,— it is Strange that we Should be so de- 
ceived in looking at objects at a distance, we may see an 
object, apparantly not more than 200 yds distant but 
when going to it, we are as apt to find ‘it a mile off, as 
nearer,— how to account for this we know not, unless’the 
atmosphere is more pure, or so mutch cleared than where 
we used to live that it makes the difference, this we sup- 
pose tobe the case. f 


It is quite deverting to look around, and see the dif- : 
ferent contriveances which have been BS es 


@In 1847 the Mormons established a ferry about two miles west 


of the present town of Casper, doing this on account of high prices — 


charged by Reshaw, who operated a toll bridge on the North Platte 
River, seven miles below the ferry established by the Mormons. The 
Mormon Ferry site was a strategic crossing point on the river and in 
1859 Louis Ganard built, at the Mormon ferry. site, a thousand foot- 
span bridge about thirteen feet wide, which rested on cribs filled with 
stone. The structure cost Ganard about $60,000 and was one of the 
most noted bridges of its kind west of the Missouri River at that time. 
The site of the ferry and the bridge may be identified at present through 
remnants of piles and cribbing seen in the river at low water periods. 
Troops were stationed near the Platte Bridge in 1858 but were removed 
in 1859. In 1865 Platte Bridge was changed from a small troop station 
to a permanent post. On July 26th, 1865, Lieutenant Caspar Wever . 
Collins rode across the Platte Bridge with a detachment of the 11th 
Kansas Cavalry to relieve a wagon train, in charge of Sergeant Amos 
J. Custard. Lt. Collins and a number of his men were killed_as were 
later all but three men of the wagon train, under Custard. On Novem- 
ber 21st, 1865; Major General Pope issued general orders No. 49. Sec- 
tion 11 read as follows:— “The Military Post situated at Platte Bridge, 
between Deer and: Rock Creeks, on the Platte River, will be hereafter 
known as Fort Casper, in honor of Lt. Casper Collins, 11th Ohio 
Cavalry, who lost his life while gallantly attacking a superior force of 
Indians at that place.” In 1866 Fort Casper was enlarged to a post 
with a capacity of 500 men. The post was abandoned in 1867. The 
present town of Casper was named for Lt. Caspar Collins and through 
an error the present name “Casper” has replaced “Caspar.” Fort 
Collins, Colorado, was named for Lt. Caspar’s father, Lt. Col. Wm. O. 
Collins. One of the big oil companies of the west is located at Casper. 
The officers of this organization have performed meritorious service 
in locating historical points and publishing information regarding them. 
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got up for the purpose of emigrateing to the new Hldo- 
rado, where grows the root of all evil,— Some you will _ 
see well riged with good horse teams,— Others with good 
ox teams, which travel right up with the best of horses, 
Many have cut their waggons into, and riged small carts, 
beds about 5 feet long, throw in a little provision, and 
roll on in this way Others have thrown a pack on their 
backs and are rushing ahead in this way, one man passed . 
us to day with his pack and cane, rolling on at a brisk 
pace, Spunging from the emigrants this I believe to bee 
a quick way of getting through, 


One man, of whoom we have heard, loaded a wheel- 

barow with provision and a change of clothes, and 
cracked down on it, when he got to Fort Laramie Govern- 
ment supplied him with a fresh stock of provisions, and 
he again set sail he is now far ahead of us,— we made to 
day about 28 miles and encamped without wood water or 
grass,— Miles 28, made this week 157 miles, in all 928 
miles. 
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June Sunday,— This morning we hitched up | 
9th as the day broke and rolled out in search of’ 
grass and water for our horses, owing to the 
Barronness of the country we were obliged to travel © 
about 16 miles before finding it, when we encamped on a 
beautiful green, but little grass, plenty of water,— to day 
we passed a natural curiosity, a long string of rocks® re- 
sembling a wall from 15 to 75 feet high running off in 
almost a perfectly strait direction for several miles.— 


Forgetting to mention some things ‘yesterday I will | 
mention them now.— Yesterday evening we held an elec- 
tion and elected the following men to their ay aye 
offices 


For Capt'A I Loomis first Lieut C D Skinner second 
II Coldwell third S Culbertson®, Secritary E D Skinner. 


Our Company are now all in good health, and Spirits, 
teams look well, we think we have a fair prospect of get- 
ting through to California yet, Miles 16 


@14 miles west of Glenrock there is a long row of rock cliffs 70 to 
80 feet high which resemble an artificial wall. These rock cliffs ex- 
tend for miles along the highway. 


@Smith Culbertson returned from California to Birmingham, Iowa, 
where he died in 1896. Smith Culbertson was the husband of Rosetta 
Barnes Culbertson, mentioned with Amelia in the journal. (See Note 1, 
page 23.) 
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June Last evening 4 of our horses, belonging 
10th to Pain Page and Smith, were missing, and 


after a search of 2 or 3 hours, they were 
found, some 2 or 3 miles from camp, we rolled on through 


a mountaineous country, and, over a verry sandy and 
heavy road, for about 16 miles, when we reached Inde- 
pendence Rock®, a grand and magnificent sight, this 


Rock is situated on the Bank of Sweet-water®, a beauti-. 


_ ful Stream about, 8 rods wide, the side of this Rock face- 
ing the roade, is completely covered with the names of 
emigrants Some as far Back as 1843, many of us, clumb 
to the top of this tremenduous mass of stone, and from 
here could see apparantly all over creation, here let us 
pause, let the imagineation expand, and grasp all the 
curiosities which abound in the serrounding country, the 
high clefts of rocks which ly all around us, the Mountain 
peaks which extend far above us, covered with snow and 
ice, the brs 


@Independence Rock was one of the most noted land marks on the 
trail. It was called by Burton the “echantillon of the Rocky Moun- 
tains” and by De Smet the “Great Register of the Desert.” The rock 
is a mass of detached granite similar to several others in the vicinity. 
The names originally carved on the rock have been mostly obliterated 
and present day vandals have painted their names over every part ac- 
cessible. ‘Painting’ names was practised when Burton passed it on 
August 17th, 1860. Old roads ran on either side of the rock, the present 
highway crosses the Sweetwater, near Independence Rock but the old 
emigrant road crossed a mile higher up the stream. When Independ- 
ence Rock was reached the emigrants were then on another water 
course necessary for travel in a dry country. 


®The Sweetwater River rises on the eastern slope of the Continen- 
tal Divide in south central Fremont County, Wyoming. The Sweet- 


water River flows in a general easterly direction north of Antelope 


Hills, the Green Mountain and the Ferris Mountains, through the 
eastern part of Fremont County and the southwestern part of Natrona 
County emptying into the Platte in southern Natrona County just north 
of the Carbon County line. Outstanding natural features along the 
Sweetwater which attract the attention of travellers today are Inde- 
pendence Rock, the Devil’s Gate, Split Rock, Three Crossings and the 
South Pass. Independence Rock and Devil’s Gate are on the main 
highway; the trip past Split Rock, Three Crossings and through South 
Pass can be made during favorable weather. 
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Singuarly windings and short turnings of the bed of | 
sweet-water, which lies far below us, the wild and roman- "_ 
tie face of the country generally, all contribute to expand © 

_ the mind, of the curious and romantic man After pass- 
ing this grand piece of natures workmanship, the road 
bore up the river for about 1 mile®, when we came to a. 
very good foard, here we saw a man shoot a fine looking 
horse really an appalling sight, but when we learned the 
cause we thought it right, the horse had broken his lage 
in getting up,— we made to day about 22 miles, and en- 
camped near what is called the Devil’s Gate® Miles 22 


June * We arose verry early this morning in 
1ith order to get an opertunity to examine the 

Devil’s gate after breakworst our. Ladies 
- Rosetty and Amelia with 6 men of us, Sallied forth upon 
this wild and hazerdous adventure, the Devils gate as it 
is called, is a narrow opening, through a mountain of 
rock, some 500 feet high, the 


@This statement corroborates statements of Jackson, Burton and 
others that the crossing was one mile above Independence Rock. 


@ Devil’s Gate is a cleft in the end of a line of rock through which — 
the Sweetwater runs. Some writers and some editors have indicated 
that the road passed through the Devil’s Gate. There never was any 
reason for this since there is a good road and a low pass a few hundred 
yards south of Devil’s Gate. Devil’s Gate has been traversed, with 
great difficulty, by a few men. 
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wall on each side being nearly perpendicular and in some 
places more than perpendicular, we reached the foot of 
this tremedeous mass of rock, and commenced its assent, 
_which was steep and tiresom, climbing from rock to rock, — 
we at last reached its Summit, the atmosphere here we 
found mutch colder than below, the scene from this point — 
was as Grand Terriffic and Subblime as any I ever met 
with, to look around and see the Gigantic mass of rock 
upon which we stood,— to look below and seé with what 
insignifficance it appeared to view the objects there, to 
look out as it were among the heavens, and see its tower- 
ing head streaching out, Determined if possible to excell 
even these, all had a tendency to present its ancient 
. Greatness, in the most grand & dignifyed manner.— 


By approaching the edge of the rock which hung out 
over Sweet water we could see the river dashing along 
some 4 or 5 hundred feet below us, as we looked 
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down from here, and called to mind to the fact, that men © 
had fallen from this point and in their decent dashing: 

with ligtning velosity against the rough and rugged rock: 

below, tareing them limb from limb, and dashing them — 
to attoms, the thoughts were really terrifying in the first 
degree, from this point we commenced our decent, which . 
was attended with no little danger, and difficulty, we 
wound our way, down through a crevis in the rock, hang- 
ing on by the projecting points, after we had decended 
about 300 feet, to look back, it appeared almost impracti- 
cable to pass, looking to be almost perpendicular, here we - 
arrived on a small bench upon which we found a man 
scull Bone, he probily had fallen from the peak above 
upon which we stood but a few minutes before, we 
Berried it among the rocks, and again resumed our task, 
of examining this wonder of nature; we reached sweet- 
water about the middle of its pasage through the rocks, 
the scene from here was really sublime, a narrow opening 
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passing for near a haly (half Ed.) mile through a ides 
of rocks 4 or 5 hundred feet high, with perpendicular 
walls, looking out at either end we could see small open- 
ings which resembles doors or windows leading out 
through this devils gate, by passing along up the stream 
we found our way out of this curiosity of curiosites, here 
we found our women who we had left, in the shade of 
some small pines®, thinking the task of climbing the rock | 
to hard for them to attempt, but while we were gone, they 
determined to see the highest point, and accordingly tuck 
_ up their march, and did not faint untill they had reached, 
- its summit, and from here had a fair view of all creation, 
“made a safe return and were again seated, in their shady 
grove— 


we now finding our curiosities fully satisfyed and con- 
cluding that nature itself was farely beaton by this 
wonderful structer, took up our march for our teams, 
they being 4 or 5 miles ahead,— travelled to day over 


® Probably yellow pine, Pinus scopulorum (Engelm. This i 
closely allied to Rock Pine, ‘Pinus ponderosa, Dougl. < Me Tae 
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a heavy sandy road, being verry hard on our horses, | 
made 23 miles. and encamped on the bottom of platt, 
forded the river with our horses in order to get grass for’ 

- them. We herd to day, that an Indian was shot yester- | 
day by a Whiteman, the first sireumstance of this kind 
we have heard of yet,— from the best information we 
could get we thought the Whiteman blameless,— the 
sircumstances as near as we could learn were as follows, 
the Whiteman had gone out in search of game, was 4 or 
5 miles from the road, while slipping up to an Antilope 
an arrow passed between his arm and body, he however — 
having a peculiar presance of mind continued his course 
the same as before,— but as soon as an opertunity of- 
fered he passed down into a hollow, and sliped himself to 
one side in order to see what this ment, he soon discover- 
ed an Indian skulking along through the weads with 
arrow in his bow, and bow half _ 
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bent, watching with an Eagles eye for an opertunity when 
he might light upon his prey, the white-man being’ now 
satisfyed that his intention was to kill him, leveled his 
rifle and fired, the Indian made a spring in the air, gave 
a tremenmeous yell and fell sensless to the ground, 


Miles 23 
June This morning got an early start and roll-. 
12th over heavy sandy roads, about 10 O clock came 


in sight of great masses of snow® on the 
rocky mountains, suppose it to be 50 or 60 miles away, 
travelled to day 35 miles in order to reach water and 
Grass, encamped about 11 O clock at night on sweet- 
_ water, at foard no 5— 


This afternoon a Stranger over-took us who had left 
his train and gone back 5 or 6 miles, in order to relieve if 
possible a sick man,— he found him some distance from 
the road all alone, he was a packer. had but one horse, 
and that nearly done out, he was quite sick, the 


@The Company was in the Rocky Mountains at this point. The 
Rattlesnake Range lies to the north of the road and the Green Moun- 
eae to the south. Both of these ranges are covered with snow nearly 
all year. 
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June This morning we found our horses had 
13th been in poor picking through the night, were 
very mutch fateeged, moved on about 5 miles, 


and finding tolerable grass, turned our horse out to graze 
and rest, ye ‘ae Miles 5 — 


June — This morning got an early start, travelled 
14th over hilly and rocky roads, being véry hard on 
our waggons, were on snowbanks from 8 to 10 
feet deep,— rained and snowed quite hard this afternoon, 
made 25 miles and encamped on willow creek® a beauti- 
ful stream, this evening Mr Wood was taken quite sick, 
_ we are afraid he will be too sick to travel Reason Barns 
is getting better — _ 


To day one of the Boys horses, Stood upon snow 8 
or 10 feet deep; and reached off and eat grass the grass 
being quite good this would have been rather singular in 
our country but here it is nothing Strange Miles 25 


@Clayton describes Willow Creek as being 8 feet wide, 2 feet deep 
and a good camping place with water and willows. The Journalist does 
not mention Quaking Aspen Creek, Three Crossings and different fords 
between Devil’s Gate and South Pass. 
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June This morning several of our men were . 
15th quite unwell, they getting wet the night before, 
and the weather exceedingly cold. We how- 

. ever hitched up, and moved on to the summit of the rocky- | 
mountains, roads very good,— the assent to day has been © 
very gradual so mutch so that we could hardly determine 
when we reached the highest point, the point of Culmina- 
tion however is said to be between two low hills about 60. 
feet high, and situated near the road., this is the dividing 

ridge® between the atlantic and Pacific,— its altitude is 
7,085 feet, this is eeine up in the world. 


We now commenced going down hill, we have been 
travelling up hil! ever since we left the Missouri River— 
we have now reached the top of the rocky-mountains of 
which we have heard so mutch said,— and the very 
thoughts of which we have ever been taught to dred, but 
we think that if this is all the trouble that emigrants to | 
California or Oregon meet with, they should : 


@The Continental Divide lies along the 12th auxiliary meridian 
about 109 West Longitude and 42% North Latitude. The Sweetwater 
runs to the east at this line, Pacific Creek to the west. 
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should never mention it, we have passed them, and had 
we not known that they were the mountains we should 
have called them Small hills; and-roads good, however 
there has been large Mountains lying on either side, and 
covered with snow. these we have not had to pass,— 


Our trip thus far, we might say has been one of 
pleasure, scarce an obstical to obstruct our path, fortune © 
has appeared to turn to our hand in allmost every case, 
Nature itself has favored us, the weather has been ex- 
ceedingly good, the roads cant be beat, the streams have 
been low, ferriage cheap, and we have got along thus far 
exceedingly well. 


Made to day about 20 miles and encamped on Pacific 
creek®, and springs,— a fine place for camping, Grass 
pretty good, plenty of sage for fuel; here we expect to 
stay untill monday morning 


This evening we found Andrew and Elisha verry 
severely attacted with the Mountains feever, especially 
Andrew, : : 


@ Pacific Creek was a famous camping place on the Old Oregon 
Trail. After the pull up South Pass and the descent, teams ances 
here to recuperate before striking across Sublet’s Cut-off or taking the 
road to the left. 
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Several of the other Boys; were complaining of | 
head-ache, Back-ache, Bone-ache, and weakness general-° 
ty, Mr. Wood is rather mending, Miles 20, 

x. made this week 146 miles, tn oll 1074. 


June -——«sOWSunday, All in camp to day, Elisha is 


‘i quite smart, Andrew is rather on the mending 


Mr Wood is gaining, but is still very weak, 
Reason Barnes is well the balance who were complaining 
are getting better, we think we will be able to move on in 
the morning teams have been continually passing, to- ~ 
day, we know not how many, but perhaps 150 or more.— 


June I will not speak positively, but I believe 


17th we have not been out of sight of teams® since 

we left Fort Laramie, except when we were in — 

hollows, or had gone round points of hills,— neither have 
we seen an indian since we left Fort Laramie— 


This morning, the sick being on the mend we started — 
by a little after sun-rise and moved on over fine roads, 
weather verry cold, snowed and blowed nearly all the 
forenoon, made the ground look quite white with snow, 


@Lord, in “Comstock Mining and Miners,” U. S. Geological Sur- 
vey, pinata No. 4, 1833, eed 18, states that up to June 18th, 1850, 
DMO emigrants had been registered at Fort Laramie. It was estimated 
that 60,900 kad set out to cross the pizins by the northern route alone. 


“it 
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Alout (about Ed.) noon we came to the forks of the 
road, the roads turning to the left being the old mormon 
road®, the other being what is called Sublets Cut-off® 
We took the Cut-off, believeling it to be a good-deal near- — 
er and about as good a roade; made to day 25 miles, and ~ 
encamped on Big Sandy®: a fine stream of water, about 
4 rods wide,— ; . 


The sick feel verry mutch fateeged from so hard a 
days travil we hope however that they are no worse, we 
have now before us a strech of 35 miles without water, 
which we intend to try to make, if the sick are able to 


travil,— . Miles 25 
June ‘This morning, the sick being as well as 
18th usual, we made an early Brake for Green 


river® 35 miles distant, which we reached 
about Eleven O clock at night, and found no grass for our 
horses roads— to day most of the way good some rough 
places, the sick — 


@The old Mormon Road passed to the south through Ft. Bridger, 
west down Echo Canyon to Salt Lake City through part of Weber 
Canyon, Main Canyon and Emigration Canyon. Later the road turned 
off at Echo, passed through Silver Creek Canyon, Parley’s Park and 
down Parley’s Canyon to Salt Lake City. 


@Sublet’s Cut-off was a short road from the station on Pacific 
Creek to Fort Hall. The distance was considerably less than by Fort 
Bridger but water was scarcer and roads more hilly. \ 


®@The Big Sandy rises in the southern part of Fremont County 
and flows into the Green River in the western part of Sweetwater — 
County, Wyoming. 


@The Green River rises in the eastern part of Lincoln County and 
flows nearly south across Wyoming. Sublet’s Cut-off ran near Fon- 


cue Emigrants headed for Cokeville, Wyoming, after leaving Green 
iver, = 
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almost used up from the fatigue of travelling, came down - 
some outrageous hills this evening, or peaks of the rocky’ 


mountains— | Miles 35: 
June — Awhile after sunrise we awoke, and 
19th found ourselves on the bank of green River to 


high to foard, by enquiries we learned that our 
feriage would be $7,00 pr waggon and $1,00 pr head for 
horses, this we thought to mutch, and, conciquently riged 
our Boat bed, and “ferried our ae and swam our ~ 
horses, we began to ferry about 10 O clock and by 10 O 
clock at night we had evry thing, horses and all, safely 
landed on the opposite shore, without meeting with the 
least accident of any kind,— ; 


I certainly must give ourselves the praise of being 
the most careful, set of men I ever saw to-gether, we are 
told that seven men were Drownd yesterday Just below 
us, by crossing cattle, their cattle stoped in the midle of 
the river, when some men went in to start them on ae 
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the cattle ran over them and drownd seven men, also one 
man was drownd by attempting to ride a mule across,— 
this afternoon Jonas Speelman was verry severely at- 
tackted with the mountain feever, the other Boys are on 
the mend, Green River is a fine stream, about 20 rods 
wide, with a very swift currant, comes down from among 
the rocky mountains 


June This morning we made a break once 
20th more for California, rolled out 12 miles, to — 
Branch® of green river, where we encamped 

for the night, and to recroot our horses;— clumb some 
Big hills to day, by way of climbing the mountains, the 


sick getting Better.— Miles 12 
June Fryday — this morning got an early start 
21st and moved out over a rough rocky and Moun- 


taineous country, clumb some big hills to day 
which was verry hard on our horses. 


@ Fontenelle Creek rises near Fish Lake, Lincoln County, Wyom- 
ing and flows southeast into Green River about 50 miles below its 
source. 
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made about 18 miles, wood water and grass plenty., | 
Miles 18 


June Saturday, to day we clumb the highest 
22nd peak which we pass over on the rocky-moun- 


tains, the assent. was steep and verry lengthy, 


tyreing our teams more than two eee travil on good 
roads,— 


Crossed Bucks fork® of Bare river, about noon, here 
we Saw several indians of the Snake tribe (we saw some 
also at Green river) these indians have a mean sneeking 
and Feindish countinance as a general thing there are 
some exceptions however, there are some noble looking 
Men among them, we made to day about 20 miles and en- 
‘camped on a high ridg, we think, near bare river, with 
plenty of good Grass Wood and water, here we expect to 
remain untill Monday and perhaps longer, 


This evening we held an election and Elected the 
following named men to their respective offices for Capt 
B Paine first Lieut H Barns second I Gale 3rd L V Loo- 
mis sect E D Skinner—Miles 20, made this week 110 miles, 
in all 1184 miles. 


- @The Company left Green River on the morning of June 20th and 
traveled twelve miles on that date and eighteen miles on June 21st; 
thirty miles altogether. - Saturday morning was spent in mountain 
climbing; “Buck’s Fork” was crossed about noon. Marcy’s “Ham 
Fork” was crossed on -Sublet’s Cut-off, thirty-one miles west-of Green — 
River. We may safely conclude that the “Buck’s Fork” of the journal- 
ist was “Ham’s Fork’. Chittenden & Richardson show Sublet’s Cut- 
off (Sublette’s Cut-off) crossing Ham’s Fork. According to early 
residents in this section, Ham’s Fork was formerly called Buck’s Fork. 
The Big Muddy and Ham’s Fork are important tributaries of Black’s 
Fork. No part of Sublet’s Cut-off (which varied from time to time) 
ever crossed any tributary of the Bear River with the possible exception 
of Rock Creek which rises east of Cokeville. 
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June Sunday— Some in camp, some Grazing 
23rd our horses, have pretty good grass,— 


Mr. Lowery preached to us to day, 


June Monday This morning our Captain be- 
24th ing unwilling to serve, on account of having no 
spare horse, we called an other election, and 
elected the following men, C L Morse for Capt for 1st 
Lieut I Gale, and B R Skinner a tye, 2nd L V Loomis 3rd 
L V Loomis Sect E D Skinner, After Election we took a 
vote, whether we would Roll out, or lay up to day, to re- 
-croot our horses, and found two-thirds of the company in 
favor of laying up As we Lay up to day, Some of us con- 
eluded to take a hunt, after climbing hill upon hill, and 
eralling through thicket after thicket E D Skinner came 
upon a verry large Brown Bare® or, perhaps what might 
be called a Black 


@Black Bear, Ursus americanus Pallas. Brown Bears are natives 
of Europe, not of North America. Black Bears are sometimes called 
cinnamon bears. 
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Bare, he immediately fired upon it, giving ita verry . 
-eenter shot, the Ball passed through its Body, Just back © 
of its shoulders, this shot stagered it a good-deal but was ~ 
not sufficient to bring it to the ground, I Baird and R 
Skinner being near by, soon came to his assistance and 
after fireing 4 or 5 Balls at him Elisha got a chance to. 
plant a ball above his Hye, which brought it to the ground, 
— Rush also succeeded in Killing a cub, there being 5 
seen with the old one, they were about as large as a com- 
mon sized Dog; we got a span of horses and halled in the 
game ;— we dressed it and some of us eat for oe first 
time, of Bare meat.— 


We saw some elk® but were unable to get them,— I 
Killed a sage hen®, it being the second one which has 
been Killed by our company,— ‘we expect to move out in 
the morning.— 


@American Elk, Cervus canadensis Erxleben. ‘ 
@®Also called Sage Grouse, Centrocercus urophasianus Bonaparte. 
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June Tuesday, we got rather a late start this 
25th morning, travelled over a hilly country to the 


vally of Bare.river®, about 20 miles,— we 
passed through a splinded pine grove® to day the first 
we have seen for several hundred miles, it was refreshing 
in Deed. AGioe Rie ARG 


Crossed Smith’s fork® of bear river, it is composed 
of 4 or 5 streams within a few rods of each other, all of 
which nearly ran in our wagons,— 


Here was a grand curiosity®, on our right was a 
high and steep bluff covered with rows of rock, present- 
_ing the appearance of several walls, runing parilel to 
each other, and from 10 to 50 feet high Miles 20 


@The Bear River rises in northeast Utah, flows north through 
southern Wyoming, west across southern Idaho and south through 
northern Utah into Bear River Bay, an arm of Great Salt Lake. Bear 
River was one of the noted trapping streams of the Rocky Mountains. 


@ There is a conspicuous pine grove about five miles east of Coke- 
ville, Wyoming. 


@Smith’s Fork of the Bear River, is accurately described by this 
Journalist. There are today four or five streams, one of which is us- 
ually designated’ as Smith’s Fork. The highway now crosses Smith’s 
Fork about a mile north of Cokeville. 


@The “Grand Curiosity” is visible from the highway and excites 
the curiosity of many auto travellers today. It is now called locally 


Rocky Point and is located on the Haggerty Ranch, at Cokeville, Wyo- 
ming. 
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June Wednesday,— We travelled down Bare 


26th river untill about noon, when we crossed Hams .— 


fork®. and immediately after crossing we . 
began to climb the mountains we came up and down some 
verry long and steep hills®, for about six-miles when we 
again reached the valley® ‘of Bare river, on this River 
we find grass plenty and good,—- 


Mr. Wood came across a light waggon to day, gave 
$20, for it put his load in it, sold his big waggon for $7,— 
he finds he has made money by this ape his team 
walks along easy now.— 


We made to day about 22 miles all as well as com- 
mon,— Miles 22 


@Some settlers state that this stream was formerly called Ham’s 
Fork. It is now and has been for years Tullock’s Fork. The highway 
makes a short cut over a bridge. Emigrants passed around to the right. 


® The old emigrant road took off directly over the hills at the Webb 
Ranch. .As stated by the Journalist there were very hard pulls in this 
section. Deep tracks are still visible on the barren hills. 


@The present highway follows the west side of the valley at this 
point. The old emigrant road ran around the east side of the valley. 


June Thirsday, — Got a pretty fare start this 
27th morning, and rolled out at a brisk pace for 
California, the sick are nearly well, and se 

hands are in better spirits than usual 


nae 
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’ We passed some Mountainneers who had established — 
themselves on the road, for the purpose of traiding with | 
the Emigrants and Indians, — Brandy Cegars Tobaco, 
Poneys, Horse shoes ete are there articles of trade they 
sold Brandy at $12,00 pr Gall; Horseshow nails $1.00 pr 
set. Poneys from 1 to 2: hundred Dollars. 


we travelled to day down the valley® of Bare River 
roads most splended, Grall (Grass Ed.) splended and 
plenty,— made 25 miles, and encamped in a hollow, near 
Bare river.— Miles 25 


@The valley of Bear River, along this section supports thousands 
of cattle and sheep. The valley furnishes winter range and the ad- 
‘ jacent mountains summer range. 
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June Fryday.— This morning got an early | 
28th start and moved on down the valley of Bare 
River, for some distance when we again clumb © 
the mountains, when we had reached the top of the 
ridge we could see a beautiful Pine Grove®, about 5 miles 
ahead, near this grove, about a-14 mile distant from the. 
road, on the right, may be found, the Sody fountain® this 
is a large pile of roek, apparently thrown up by a vol- 
cano, in its center, and on its highest peak, is a rock, hav- 
ing a small hole on the top, out of which water is con- 
tinually boiling and running of in a small stream, this is 
what is called the sody fountain, from the fact, that the 
taste of the water resembles sody,— 


About a half mile after passing sody-fountain we 
came to a small stream® of water, on the west bank of 
which, we found Beer Spring® 3 or 4 rod, below the 
foard, this is another of the natural curiosities 


@ The pine grove referred to is either in existence now or another 
one has grown up at a point about five miles east of Soda Springs. 


@ The Soda Fountain referred to is now called Soda Springs. The 
volcano effect of a cone is produced by accessions of lime water. Soda 
Springs is one of the noted land marks on the. old trail. Water from 
Soda Springs is strongly alkaline. 


@The small stream he refers to is Soda Creek about 4 mile west 
of Soda Springs, near where it empties into Bear River. Here Marcus 
Whitman and his party camped in the year 1836 on their way to 
Waiilatpu. 


@Beer Springs is correctly described. Some Journalists and edi- 
tors have confused Soda Springs, Beer Springs and Steamboat Springs. 
They are all distinct springs. 
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which we find so abundent. on this road, the water boils 
up about 4 feet from the bank of the stream, and as mutch 
as 3 feet above the level of the water in the Branch, the 
earth around the spring, is of a spungy nature and the © 
water of a redish cast, it has mutch the taste of Beer, and 

T think a little the taste of copras the water is said to be 
wholesome, ; . 


a few rods farther along the road we found, several large 
springs® boiling up, and sinking again near where they 
rose, these springs we take the liberty to call sody springs 
as they resemble sody in there taste, 


. About a half mile father on the road turns up over 
the Bluff and a foot path keeps along the river, and 
after going 2 or 3 hundred yards, we found what is 


_ @This section is swampy. Springs are numerous along the present 
highway which practically follows the same route taken by this Com- 
pany. 
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called Steam-boat Spring®, this spring boils up through, . © 
an opening in a solid rock, about 4 feet from the Bank of . 
Bare River, and about 4 feet above the level of the water 
in the river, this was a grand curiosity, the water quite 
warm, and tasts something like the water, in sody 
springs.— about these springs there were many Indians,’ 
an some traiders established,— along here we found 
many placesy (places Ed.) over which we had to pass 
which sounded hollow, as if some cave was under the 
ground beneath us, — 4 or 5 miles farther we came to the 
forks of the road, one going by fort hall and the other 
being Mile’es cut off© here the company tock a vote on 
which road to take and a majority were in favor of going 
by fort hall, we started, and 2 teams Mr Wood’s and 
SEU s took 


®The Old Oregon Trail ran very close to Steamboat Springs. It 
was a favorite camp for emigrants and a famous bathing place for early 
settlers in this section. Steamboat Springs has been covered by the 
water of the dam built by the Utah Power and Light Company but the 
“springs” may be seen bubbling on the surface of the water. This point 
is at present a favorite bathing place for residents in that section. 


@“Miles’ Cut-off.” This junction was west of the present town of 
ie cen: a railroad station on the Oregon Short Line, Pocatello- 
Granger Cut-off section. It was necessary to go north as far as this 
point, in travelling west, to avoid crossing the Bear River which makes 
a sharp turn to the south at Alexander. The Canyon of the Bear River 
is very deep at this point. Sheep Rock, described by Fremont, is at the 
bend of the Bear River near Alexander. His Miles’ Cut-off joined the 
California road farther west. This cut-off was also called Myers’ Cut- 
off. The Journalist may have confused Miles with Myers. 
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the cut-off, we wish them good luck, Good roads Plenty of 
Grass and water, with all things alse that they may want, 
— We rolled on 6 or 8 miles continually passing, what ap- 


peared to be Voleanic Eruptions ; throwing up great piles ot 


of rock, and leaving them full.of large, holes, or caves®, 

which appeared to be very deep,— We at last eneampad 
on a broad vally after makeing 26 miles We have found 
Grass the best since we left the forks of the road, that we. 
have seen since we left home, and we hartily well it may 


continue.— Miles 26 
June Saturday,— This morning we got a toler- 
23th ~=—S_ able start, and rolled on over a beautiful, rode, 


—passed covered fine Stream, reached the foot 
of the Mountains about 2 O clock, and thinking that we 
should have no good grass, for some distance ahead we, 
encamped; where we 


@There are several craters in the vicinity of Alesnudes The 
Oregon Trail beyond this point passed south of the present town of 
Lava Hot Springs. The Portneuf Canyon was avoided here on account 
of the rocky and PEPSI Bons character of its bed. 
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expect to remain untill Monday.— Grass is better here. 
than we have had since we left home,— water verry good,. 
and plenty, Made to sul 20 sepia and had a sheepe 


Serape®.— | Miles 20 
June ~ Sunday,— All hands in camp, ee 
30th som to Guard the horses, have them in grass 2 


feet high— the sick are all nearly well,— 
Made this week 113 miles, an all 1297 miles. 


@® The usual Saturday night bath was taken at this point. A “sheep 
scrape” was a general cleaning up. 
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July Monday.—Rose earlly this morning, and 
Ist took up our line of march for Fort Hall— we 
commenced the assent of the Deviding ridge 

bettween the waters of the Great Basin and those of the 
Pacific, reached its Summit about noon, and in the after- 
noon reached the vally of the Fort (Port Ed.) Neuf 
River®, this is a beautiful Stream about 110 yards wide. 
not verry deep and a good gravel bottom on the stream 
we find a bundance of grass, of the verry best quality, we 
encamped on a small stream® of good water.— here the 
Musquito’s almost took us alive they are the greatest 
anoyance, and the bigist Eliphants, which we have seen 
since we left home. we hope soon to get clear of them we 
made to day 30 miles a big days Drive, we had verry good 
roads, considering the country over which we have tra- 
velled. Miles 20 


@Portneuf River. These emigrants followed the general course of 
the Portneuf River from a point below Alexander until they cut off for 
Fort Hall, northeast of Pocatello. The Portneuf River runs first 
through a canyon then through a wider valley and then through Fort 
Hall bottoms. It is, in some places, 110 yards wide and in other places 
much narrower. | There was a gravelly ford on the east side of the Port- 
neuf River and one on the west side, about six or eight miles northwest 
of Pocatello. ° 


@The small stream referred to may have been Spring Creek or 
Ross’s Fork but was probably Spring Creek. Mosquitoes were just as 
numerous and annoying in 1927 as they were in 1850. Anyone caught 
in warm weather on Fort Hall bottoms after sun down has a very busy 
time keeping off these insects. Fort Hall bottoms is now inundated by 
the back waters of the American Falls Dam. 
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July Tuesday— Got a tolerable start and 
2nd moved on down the valley® of the Ft (Port 
Ed.) Neuf to Ft Hall. about 10 miles distant 
this morning we had a bad slew® to cross, had to raise 
our loading upon deck, to keep it from getting wet. all 
got a cross dry and safe. Fort hall® is situated on the 
left bank of Lewis-fork of the Columbia River. it consists 
of a few small houses enclosed by a wall about 11 feet 
high. composed of Adoby’s or spanish brick — 
here we found trayders established dealings in horses, 
cattle, and some provision and Dry Goods.—. Butter was 
50 ets pr lb. milk 10 cts pr qt.— we got 4 lbs of most ex- 
cellent Butter which we find eats most Splended, 


About 4 miles from Ft Hall we crossed the Ft (Port 
Ed) Neuf®, it was said to be pretty high but we 


@ The valley of the Portneuf here is the same as Fort Hall bottoms. 


@The bad slew referred to may have been one of several low 
swampy places or slews or it may have been a slack water crossing of 
Ross’s Fork. 


@®Fort Hall, as stated by the Journalist, was situated-on the left 
bank of Lewis Fork, of the Columbia River. The Lewis Fork was 
called, by the Indians, the Saptin River. It is now called the Snake 
River. Fort Hall was established in 1834 by Nathaniel Wyeth. It was 
sold to the Hudson Bay Company. Fremont and other early travellers 
recruited here. Marcus Whitman passed through Fort Hall on his way ~ 
south when he made his famous ride to save the Northwest. Fremont 
found the butter at Fort Hall better than at Fort Boise. Captain John 
Grant, or “Johnny” as he was commonly called, was a most famous 
factor at this post. The site of Fort Hall has not been inundated by 
the waters of the American Dam and may now be reached from Black- 
foot, via the new Tilden Bridge, keeping along the left bank of the 
7 American. River. Cantonment Loring was three miles above Fort Hall. 
This Fort Hall is not to be confused with Fort Hall on the Oregon 
Short Line; headquarters of Fort Hall Indian Reservation nor another 
_ military Fort Hall, south and east of Blackfoot. 


@ This crossing ‘of the Portneuf was hs one described by Fremont 
and Stansbury. 
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foarded it without any difficulty About 3 miles further 
we crossed the Pannack® (Bannock Ed.) River. This 
Stream is about 400 feet wide, and pretty deep with a 
swift currant, the water nearly ran over some of our 
waggon-Beds, we crossed however without any accident 
~here.— we rolled on a few miles and encamped on the 
bluff, and Guarded our horses on the Be of the Pan- 
nack.— 


This forenoon in crossing a bad slew L Morse’s 
Waggon came very near turning a summersett, however 
it barely missed it,— it threw the lead horses down in 
the water and they plunged about a good while, I feared 
for some time that they would Drown, but we got them 
all out at last, without mutch damage being done,—Made 
24 miles to day. 


@The Pannock is now called the Bannock River. The highway 


and Oregon Short Line cross the Banonck River about half way be- 


tween Pocatello and American Falls. The Bannock River rises in 
Oneida County, Idaho, and flows north to a point about where these 
emigrants crossed it and then west into the Snake River. The head — 
waters of the Bannock River and the Malad River adjoin. The Malad 
‘River rises in southern Idaho and flows south into the Bear River in 
northern Utah. In 1849 Stansbury made a trip from Salt Lake City to 
Cantonment Loring to obtain his supplies used while he was making 
a survey of Great Salt Lake. He travelled up the Malad River, down - 
the Bannock River, crossed the Portneuf River and passed Fort Hall 
to the right. Grades on this road are easy from Salt Lake City to the 
Fort Hall bottoms. 
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July Wednesday,— Got a fare start this morn- 
3rd ing and about 10 O clock, reached the ameri- 
ean falls® on lewis fork of Columbia river, 
This was a grand sight the water dashing down over a 
pile of rocks some 75 feet high, we all stopped our teams 
and went down to see them we found at there foot, a con- 
tinual rainbow, while the sun was shineing,— this was a 
sight I never before pinessed, and plererere a great 
curiosity to me. . 


Roads to day were verry good, a Broade vally laying 
to our right high ranges of mountains on our left, Made 
to day 27 miles and encamped on the bank of lewis fork, 
and we suppose that this -is the last time® that we shall 
camp on the stream as we expect to leave it tomorrow 


All well as usual,— 2! Miles 27 


@American Falls, one of the great natural land marks on the Ore- 
gon Trail. The original aspect of the falls has been changed by the 
American Falls dam, railroad construction and other changes. 


@®The Journalist is right in assuming “that this is the last time” 
they will camp on the stream. 
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July Thirsday.— This morning got a tolerable 

4th early start and rolled out, over a rough and 

broken country, had some.steep but short hills, - 

reached raft river® about noon, crossed over, and called 
a halt to Graze, 


immediately after crossing the river® the road forks, the 
right hand leading to origon, the other to california here 
is where we called a halt, and after pertakeing of a harty 
dinner, we spent a short time in sellibrating the forth 
with a shootingmatch, in which I Baird came out best, 
the senter was drove however several times.— 


moved on this after-noon up the valy of raft river, this 
is a small stream about 2 rods wide and 3 feet deep grass, 
on this stream is very good, made to day about 24 miles. 


@The Raft River was also called Decassure Creek. Before reach- 
ing the Raft River the Company crossed Rock Creek. The Raft River 
rises in northern Utah and flows north through Cassia County, Idaho, 
into the Snake River. Some emigrants crossed the Snake River at or 
above Fort Hall and headed for Oregon by way of the Buttes, three 
well known land marks lying north and west of Old Fort Hall. 


@ There were a number of early and late ferries on the Snake River 
beyond the Raft River. Star’s Ferry, Howell's Ferry, Montgomery’s 
Ferry, Donard’s Ferry and Starrh’s Ferry were among those in opera- 
tion along this part of the river. Emigrants crossed these ferries on 
their way to Oregon. : j 
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July Friday.— Got.a late start this, morning 

_ 5th and moved on about 4 miles when we come to 

another foard on raft, river® which was quite 

difficult, but by raising our waggon beds up to the top of 

the standards, and putting our loading up on deck we 

crossed without any difficulty, we hitched ropes to our 

waggons and drew them over by man power, crossed in a 
few hours, all safe. 


had some mudy slews to cross to day Made about 18 
miles, and encamped Just above the Junetion® of the 
road by Ft. Hall, and the cut-off,— 


This morning Smith eulbertson was taken quite sick 
with the mountain feever, was verry sick all day, feels 
some better this eee) we hope he will be up in a few 
days,— Pe -— Miles 18 


@The Raft River has a number of branches and meanderings in 
this section. New channels have been formed from time to time leav- 
ing slews—surrounding land on one side, with a new water course on 
the other side. The Bottoms here are muddy. 


@®This was the junction of Hudspeth’s Cut-off, and the Fort Hall 
Road. Hudspeth’s Cut-off turned to the left, near Alexander. The 
Fort Hall Road ran to the right following, somewhat, the Portneuf 
River. Earlier and later parties reach Fort Hall, by following down 
Ross’s Fork. Fort Hall, a station on the Oregon Short Line, north of . 
Pocatello, was formerly called Ross’s Fork. Lander’s map of this sec- 
tion is not accurate. 
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July Saturday. — Several teams passed us this 
6th § morning before we got under way, we moved 
at last however, up the vally of Raft-River. 
Just after Dinner we took ae Mountains, and struck a- 
cross as we suppose for Rattlesnake River®, after dinner — 
we moved on 6 or 8 miles untill we reached a broad vally, 
Serrounded by high Rocky and verry ragged looking 
mountains,— This vally we take the liberty to call Pleas- 
ant vally®,— as it is a very good and pleasant place for 
camping having a fine stream of cold water running 
through its midst, here we encamped for the sabbath,— 
Smith is not mutch better, F Peckham is also taken down 
with the feever, made to day about 22 miles—Made this 
week 145 miles, m all 1442 miles. 


This Evening some . of our men went out to take a 
small hunt, Barnett Barns came across and Killed a 
young Panther,®— 


@®The Journalist makes no further reference to Rattlesnake River 
and this statement was apparently founded on a rumor. Rattlesnake 
River is not named in other journals nor is it found on any maps ex- 
amined, ; 


@Four ranches now occupy “Pleasant Valley” (City of Rocks). 
“Pleasant Valley” may be reached easily from Almo, Idaho, or Oak- 
ley, Idaho. Garnet, mica, chalcedony, quartz and marble are abundant 
in the valley. The road through the City of Rocks proper measures 
34 miles. After leaving the City of Rocks the company passed through 
Junction Valley (junction of the Salt Lake-Sacramento-Benicia road 
and the Fort Hall road), close to Moulton, over Granite Pass crossing 
Birch Creek and Parsnip Creek, striking Goose Creek at Record Bluff. 
Record Bluff is on the Horseshoe Ranch near the “corner” of Idaho, 
Utah and Nevada. The Journalist missed or did not record names on 
Record Bluff. There are a number of old graves on a hill near Record 
Bluff. In 1861 thirty-seven out of a party of forty emigrants were 
massacred by Pocatello and his band of Indians in the east canyon 
which leads to the City of Rocks from Almo. One woman and two 
men escaped and reached the Mormon settlements on Bear River. 


®The panther mentioned was probably Felis cougar Kerr. Pan- 
thers are also known under the name of puma, mountain lion, painter 
and cougar. 
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July Sunday,— All in Camp, the sick about 
— 7th the same, horses in good grass, we have 
preaching in aanap to day.— 


awe find among the rocks by which we are serround- 
ed, many of natures curiosities®, here is what we be- 
Reve to be the pure white Marble®, camples of which 
many of us have got to take to our native Denee 


We find also a bright cee substance which re- 
sembles Isonglass® in its natural State, also a clear 
transparent rock hard as flint, and almost as clear as 
Glass, the Marble may be found 3 in great abundance, the 
other substances are scattered all through these moun- 
tains, and we believe that if there was the right kind of 
search made, there might be found Gold, Mines® through 
here, which would be prophitable te work, ~— 


The whole face of this cpmntaye tae hundreds of 
miles has had 


@Emigrants were now in the City of Rocks—sometimes called 
Pyramid Circle. Circle Creek runs through the sigh of Rocks. 


@ Probably quartz. 


®Sawyer, Across the Plains in 1850, records the occurrence of 

marble and mica, in the City of Rocks. The “Isonglass” of the Journ- 

alist was a colloquial name for mica. The Salt Lake road joined the 
Fort Hall-California road west of the City of Rocks. 


®Gold has been discovered along the Raft River but-not at the 
poms where these emigrants crossed. , 
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the appearance of a mineral region®, and we halleve that 
some day there will be Discoverys made through here 
that will astonish the world, if there.is not something of 
this kind, in this country, it is folly in our opinions, for 
our Government, to try to settle it with White men,— for 
there is no timber® through here, and if there was, there 
is (comparitive) no land fit® for farming purposes from 
the Missouria to the Humboldt, some of the vallys on 
streams would do verry well, some of the vally of Platte 
is verry good farming land, but this would scarcely be 
noticed when compared with the vast quantities which 
are unfit for uce, and a good deal of which is almost im- 
passible, even by.the red-man of the forest,— 


@®Valuable silver properties have been discovered and developed in 
Boxelder County, Utah, and Cassia County, Idaho. The Vipont Silver 
Mine, the Skoro Mine and the Utah Idaho Mining Association pro- 
perty are located near Moulton, in Cassia County. 


@®Shantz, Atlas of American Agriculture, classified vegetation in 
this section as Northern Desert Shrub, Sagebrush. Due to the develop- 
ment of mines along the Humboldt River, the occupation of the country 
by settlers and use of wood by travelers nearly all available timber was 
cut and used. Four years after this Company passed through Nevada 
the first sawmill was built near Woodford and operated by John Cary. 
This was known as Cary’s Mill. It was located up the West Carson 
River from Woodford. : 


® Eastern Iowa was quite well settled in 1850. The Journalist prob- 
ably compared, in his mind, agronomic conditions in Iowa with those 
in the section through which he was passing. Natural vegation indi- 
cates the possibilities of cultivation. Iowa has the highest percent of 
tilled land of any state in the Union. Arizona and Nevada have the 
lowest. In Iowa 60.7% of the land is under cultivation in; a the 
area in harvested crops is .6%, an approximate ratio of 100 to 1 


“Rosetty” Barnes CULBERTSON Loutsa WuetzeL Loomis 
With B. E. Company. 


Wife of Journalist, 


Vircrnta Barnes McCormick 
Daughter of Captain Barnes. 


Estetta Loomis Loomis 
Daughter of Journalist. 
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This afternoon Some of us concluded to take a ram- 
ble among the rocky hills, by which we are serrounded, 
for the purpose of seeing some of natures works, and if 
ever ‘we Saw nature display herself, in beauty Grandure, 
and, Boldness twas here. 


To wander among these vast ledges of rocks, to, crall 
in the great caves, caverns, and holes, which nature has 
- formed in these rocks fills the mind of man, with a wild 
romantic Grandeur, which raises him above. his natural 

sphere, and leads him, to aspire, to reach the angles® 
(angel’s Ed.) seaf.— And a gain to wander up and down 
along the paths which nature has formed in some places 
- leaving walls on either side some 300 feet high, almost — 
‘perpendicular, causes man to Gase with astonishment, 
and wonder, at natures doings 


@ There were excellent opportunities to reach the “angel’s” at this 
point or while gazing into the river. from the top of Devil’s Gate. 
Sawyer, Across the Plains in 1850, may have thought he was headed in 
the other direction. Under date of June 22nd, 1850, Sawyer writes as 
follows:— ‘Here are Pyramidal Rocks, almost innumerable; some 
planted firmly upon the base, others nicely balanced upon their points. 
They rise to great heights from the summits and sides of the mountains 
and from the valley below; many run up to a sharp tapering point like 
_ Gothic spires. Some hang so nicely balanced on small points, that it 
is truly wonderfui how their positions can be maintained even against 
the slightest force of the wind. I stopped to read some names under a 
huge overhanging cliff recently cracked off in such a manner as seemed 
to render it sure to fall. Although I could not suppose that this cliff 
which hung suspended in that position for ages would take especial 
pains to fall and crush so insignificant a being as myself, yet one could 
not help thinking, “what if it should?” 
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in fact Nature has displayed her-self with such peers 
tion that Language cannot discribe its beauties, nor the 
imagination expand, so as to.clasp its grand Bold, Wilde, 
and novel Sceneries, therefore you must imagine for 
yourselves the the thoughts of the traveller, as he thus 
wanders far from home in a wild uninhabited, yet majes- 
tic and beautiful Land. 


As I forgot to mention it Last night, I will say now, 
that we leld (held Ed.) our Election last evening as us- 
ual, and elected for Capt L Morse, 1st Lieut Z Castor 2nd 
ee oh cas emes WTO vinicicarecnmiaercnmes MOC de DRT 
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July Monday,— This morning H Barns and 
8th his crew, being nearly out of breadstuff, and 
thinking that they must push a little harder 
than we were doing, in order to get through before they 
run entirely out, of provisions, took leave® of us, and 
rolled out in good spirits and with the good wishes of all 
the Boys, we hope he may have good luek,. and get 
through in time to save his Appetite,— 


we got an early start and rolled out over, real hilly roads, 

to goose creek®,— about 4 miles after starting we came 

to the Junction® of the Saltlake and Fort Hall Roads, 
here we have plenty of company again, 


we rolled about 5 miles® seg goose creek and encamped 
with plenty of grass and water, Made to day about 22 
miles. 


@®Companies sometimes separated for the purpose of taking dif- 
ferent routes or for the purpose of travelling faster. In other cases 
friction, developed along the route, was a cause. 


® Goose Creek has its source in southern Idaho and northern Utah 
and Nevada. It flows north into the Snake River. It receives its prin- 
ciple run-of water from the Goose Creek Mountains. 


@The Salt Lake road ran from Salt Lake City to Sacramento and 
Benicia. From this point on these emigrants followed this route. Beni- 
cia is near the mouth of the Sacramento River. It was at one time the 
capitol of California, garrisoned with troops, had private schools and 
some industries. Many early settlers in the west sent their children to 
_ school at Benicia. The distance from Salt Lake City to Benicia, by this 
road was 973 miles. 


@The road ran-along Goose Creek for 172 miles; the Joe 
makes it 19. 
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duly Tuesday,— This morning got an early 
9th start and moved on up Goose creek, about 14 
miles, roads good From thence to Thousand 
- spring vally®, a distance of 15 miles roads verry hilly, 
hard on our teams. reached the vally and moved down 
about 4 miles and encamped near a natural well about 10 
feet across, and 12 feet deep this vally is full of such 
wells, Some of them have verry good water in Made 
to day about 33 miles, Smith mending Slowly, the balance 
all well. ‘‘Old Rough and Ready® camped about 1 mile 
below us, old Bernett® came up to see us, they are all 
well and in good spirits, and getting along fine,— 
Miles 33 


@®Thousand Spring Valley was not as well supplied with springs 
along the route as the name would indicate. Thousand Spring Creek 
runs northeast through Thousand Spring Valley, turns to the right and 
drops down into the sink near Tecoma. 


®This may have been the former Captain Hiram Barnes who with 
“his crew” separated from the Journalist and a part of the Company 
the day before. “Old Rough and Ready” was probably applied on ac- 
count of some resemblance to Zachary Taylor who bore this appella- 
tion. 


@Probably Barnett Barnes, a somewhat older man than the Jour- 
nalist. Barnett Barnes was later killed in California. The term “old” 
does not necessarily indicate infirmity or age. It is often used to desig- 
nate those in authority or persons of action. : 
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July Wednesday,— This morning some of our 
Pe horses were missing, which cost us about an 

- hours search, and of coarse some delay, 
moved out down thousand spring valley, about 12 miles 
to Cold-water ereek® thence up said creek, about 12 
miles, and encamped for the night with plenty of good 
Grass and water. made to day 24 miles Smith not quite 
so well, this evening, roads have been fine to day, ,— 


Miles 24 
July Thirsday, — This morning got an early 
11th: Start, and moved out at a brisk pace, over a 


fine road, but quite dusty, water rather scarce 
Reached Kanyon creek®, and encamped for the night, 
plenty of water and firstrate Grass,— our horses feel 
well, considering the length of the Journey, we think 
that the most of them will go through like a top, all hands 
feel 


@®Cold Water Creek is a tributary of Thousand Spring Creek. 


® Sawyer, (op. cit.), p. 70, under date of June 25th, mentions “Hot 
Springs” which are still known to cattle men in this section. Under 
the same date he mentions Canyon Creek which he states was so named 
by the Mormons. Our Journalist does not mention the “Hot Springs” 
noted by Sawyer. Mr. A. Wm. Lund, Assistant Historian, Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Salt Lake City, has not been able to 
locate the “Mormon Guide Book” referred to by Mr. Edward Ebers- 
tadt, Editor of Sawyer’s: Journal. Newcomb may have confused this 
with the Mormon Guide, by Clayton, appended to this Journal. Eager, 
in the foot note, may have been Eagan, a noted guide, and Slater, men- 
tioned with Pratt, may have been Clayton, Sawyer may have had a 
~ copy of the Mormon Guide, published in 1848. Elder Orson Pratt made 
the observations and calculations for the Mormon Guide, doing the 
work along the road in the summer of 1847. Pratt gives the altitude at 
South Pass as 7085 while Sawyer quotes Pratt as showing 7080. Bishop’s 
Creek, Tabor Creek and St. Mary’s River enter the Humbold from the 
north between Wells and Deeth. : 
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well except Smith, and he is mending,— There is now 
laying before us, a large range of. mountains covered — 
with snow®, we saw them this forenoon, and some of the 
boys thought that they were 2. miles distant, we have 
travelled busily evry since,— and we think now that 
about 10 miles will reach the mountain, Bee today 
about 25 miles—and here we are — 


@®The Humboldt Mountains on the south side of the valley are 
snow-capped during a large part of the year. A range on the North 
side. of the valley carries snow for a shorter period. 
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July _Friday,— Rolled out this morning quite 
12th early, and moved on over Small hills and 
Sees vallys passing some water, and crossing some 
slews,— 
Reached Saint Marys or Humboldt, River® in about 
18 miles, this is a small Stream, where we first strike it, 
and runs through a broad and marshy Bottom, it is far 
from what we expected to find a bold Mountain Stream, 
dashing headlong, down its rocky bed, with the cold cris- 
tle waters, the water is quite warm and its bed is soft and 
mudy,—and it winds its way slowly along its low and 
marshy valley,— 


We crossed the river® without mutch difficulty, and 
moved on about 7 miles down the valley, and encamped 
for the night, with plenty of wood and water, and ex- 
cellent Grass— 


®The Humboldt River was named by Fremont in 1845. This river 
was earlier called Ogden’s River in honor of Peter Skene Ogden. The 
name was bestowed upon it by trappers. It was also named St. Mary’s 
River and according to some accounts it was so named in honor of 
Ogden’s wife, Mary. A small river bearing the name of St. Mary (is 
Coe ae Mary of early date?) empties into the Humboldt west of 
ells 


®The Humboldt River, at this point is not large and might be — 
crossed without difficulty. On October 9th, 1927, the Humboldt river 
at Elko was two feet wide and two inches deep. This reduction was . 
due to use of irrigation above Elko. 
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After crossing: the Humboldt, we saw a fresh grave, 
a man by the name of Samuel Olliver®, who was shot by 
the Indians on the first of July, and “died on the 5th and 
was Berried on the head waters of the Humboldt, a board 
at the head and foot of the Grave, with his name, etc en- 
graven on it marks his last wresting place,— 


made to day 25 miles® Smith is mending fast,— Miles 25 


@There is a cemetery on a knoll about one mile west of Wells in 
which there are buried a number of early settlers and travellers. This 
party may have crossed the Humboldt River at this point, just west of 
Wells after they emerged from the canyon opposite Wells. There were 
early trails down several of the canyons, opening into the Humboldt 
Valley, one very well marked one following Bishop’s Creek. Mr. C. W. 
Smith, who was on the staff of the Ontario Messenger for a number of 
years before making a trip across the plains in 1850, passed along this 
same route four days prior to this party. In “J ournal of a Trip to Calif- 
ornia” page 70, under date of July 8, he makes the following statement: 
“Today we passed a new-made grave, in which sleeps the last sleep of 
an emigrant who was shot a few days ago by an Indian, while on guard. 
Indians were about for the purpose of stealing horses and really did 
succeed in capturing one while the mounted guard was receiving the at- 
tention of the whole company. The fatal arrow was poisoned. This 
murder will raise great. animosity against the Indians and the future 
emigrant, as he passes by the grave of his murdered countryman, will 
feel a spirit of revenge.’ 


®The Company camped near the present site of Halleck which is 
about 31 miles west of Wells on the Victory Highway. 


By Edgar M. Ledyard 
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Steep trail at Red Lake, Califo 


Devil’s Gate—Wyoming. 
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July Saturday,— Got an early Start, this 
13th morning, and moved on down the Humboldt, 


the roads to day have been verry hilly®, and 
hard on our teams not being able to find Grass, we — 
moved on until quite late, and encamped with poor grass, 
made today: sens 30 miles. 


This evening we passed a notice® put up by a man 
whose name was Hendricks, warning Emigrants against 
the Depridations of the Indians®, it stated that 10 horses, 
were stollen from one train, Hileven from another and all 
of another trains, also a man had been caught, and strip- 
ed of every thing he had on, Such is the character of the 
Indians with which we are associated at the present time 
it requires us to be on our Guard. Made oes week 159 
miles, in all 1601. 


@®The Company was now a little east of Carlin. The Victory High- 
way, at this point, passes over a low range of mountains. Emigrant 
Pass is- west of Carlin. ; 


@Smith (op. cit.), pp. 70-71, under date of July 9th, writes as fol- 
lows: ‘This afternoon they found a written notice put up by the way, 
cautioning emigrants against the Indians, and stating that some twenty- 
five horses had been stolen by the Indians in that quarter within two 
or three days. They were taken in the night. A mule had been shot 
and a man captured and robbed. This will arouse new vigilance.” 


@ Indians inhabit this section at present and may frequently be seen 
at Elko, Carlin, Winnemucca and other towns in Nevada. At a point 
on the Victory Highway, 17 miles west of Wells, a country road leads 
to old Fort Halleck. Fort Halleck was established to protect travellers © 
against the Indians in this section. A station on the Southern Pacific 
and a stopping place on the Victory Highway are called Halleck. 
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July Sunday, — This morning being in rather 

14th poor grass, we thought it best, to move, on 1n- 
search of more, in about 5 miles we found good 

grass, by wadeing a slew, water about 3 feet deep here | 
we encamped for the day and brought grass to our horses — 


all as well as usual,— | Miles 5 
July - Monday, — This morning rolled out not 
15th verry early, and travelled about 6 miles, down 


; the river, when we watered our teams, filled 
our kegs with water and, took the bluff road, in order to 
avoid crossing the river 3 times, travelled untill noon, 
when we reached a branch with water, and poor grass, 
drove to day among large hills® but by winding along 
the hollows we had but few to climb, — this Evening by 
leaveing ; 


@The Company was now on Emigrant Pass between the present 
towns of Carlin and Dunphy. The Victory Highway passes through 
Dunphy; the old road cut across from Carlin to Beowawe. The Hum- 
boldt River runs a little north of Beowawe. At this point a section of 
the river, about 6 miles long is called Gravelly Ford. This was one of 
the most noted camping places on the trail. In 1927 Captain Charles E. 
Davis, of Mullet Island, Salton Sea, California, stated that he found 
the grave of Snyder, killed by another member of the Donner Party. 
Captain Davis also believed that he located the grave of another mem- 
ber of the Donner Party, Luke Halloran, near Salt Lake City. One 
mile from Beowawe, on the country road to the Victory Highway, are 
are the buildings of the Horseshoe Ranch, formerly the property of 
George W. Grayson, now owned by Mrs. Hinckley and her sister. On 
the gate of the Horseshoe Ranch is a sign directing travellers to the 
east on. the old Emigrant Canyon Road to Carlin. A cemetery, three 
miles east of Beowawe, contains some old and some recent graves. The 
cemetery lies at the bottom of a steep hill to the south of the road. - 
Lucinda Duncan is buried in this cemetery. In October, 1871, the Divis- - 
ion Superintendent of the Southern Pacific erected a fine cross over the 
grave. On one side of the cross is inscribed “The Maiden’s Grave” and 
on the other side, “Lucinda Duncan.” A large cross has been erected 
to make the grave conspiciuous to travellers on the Southern Pacific 
trains. The Southern Pacific tracks are below the cemetery. Below 
this cemetery, on Gravelly Ford, early emigrants often camped for 
weeks. The emigrants had many skirmishes with Shoshone Indians 
in this section. 


‘ 
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the road about a mile or more we reached the, the river 
and found plenty of good Grass and water®. Last Even- 


_ing Castor and Young, were both taken sick, Castor, had » 


a very severe attack of callick which was about as mutch 
as he Could, bare, for 5 or 6 hours, he is now better and 
we think he will get along, young is better, This morning 
a train, overtook us, who had some trouble, with the In- 
dians, three Indians undertook to catch a mule, not being 
able some of them tried to get on a large horse, while in 
the act of getting on, the Guard, came up, and fired 4 


guns, at them without bringing any of them to the 


ground, this morning they tracked them some, distance 


~ and found considerable blood on their trail, ae about 


25 miles. 


@The Company was now in the vicinity of Dunphy, opabably a 
little west of the present town. The Dunphy Ranch is one of the most 
famous ranches in this section. The Humboldt River, in this section, 
does not carry as heavy a load of alkali as at points farther down. Con- 
sequently the water here is better for irrigation and stock watering 
than’ below this point. 


7 
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July Tuesday, — This morning we rolled out, — 

16th early, and moved, on over a rough, hilly, and, 

rocky, road passed several, rather poor 

Springs this forenoon, about noon, we reached, the river 

again, after grazing we took the hills again and rolled out 

untill Sundown when we reached, the river, and encamp- 
‘ed on the bank, putting our horses, across for grass,— 


To day we were told by some Packers, who overtook 
us that a large train stoped yesterday at noon to graze, 
and soon after turning their horses, out, twenty of them 
were taken by the Indians, and run off among the moun- 
tains®, they followed on and tracked them about 10 miles 
to their Town®, the Indians being to numerous for them 
they returned to camp, and let, 


@® The mountains referred to are the Battle Mountain Range, south 
of Battle Mountain. Indians referred to were Shoshones. The Sho- 
shone Indians, who lived in the Battle Mountain Range, frequently des- 
ue on emigrant parties, stealing their stock and otherwise annoying 
them. 


@®The Company was now in the vicinity of the present town of 
Battle Mountain. The Victory Highway, the old road, the Southern 
Pacific and Western Pacific are close to the river at this point. The 
Reese River Valley joins the Humboldt near Battle Mountain. The 
Reese River—headed for Battle Mountain—sinks into the valley about 
20 miles south of Battle Mountain. This is the first “sink” along the 
Humboldt River. 
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the emigrants along the road know their situation, and 
the Packers said that when they passed them they had 
100, men, well, armed, and willing to Stand by them to 
the last, — they said they intended to go out and demand 
the horses, and if they would deliver up, well and good, 
but if not they would kill evry Indian in the Town.— 
this is the present report, we are waiting to hear the re- 
sult®, whether there is any truth in what we have 
heard,—made to day about 23 miles. 


July Wednesday,— This morning got an early 
17th ~——s start, and moved on about 2 miles when we 
took the hills for a mile or two, when we again 

struck the Bottom, and made a large Bend to the 


@®Crofutt, in his Overland Tourist and Pacific Coast Guide, 
published in 1880, states that a celebrated battle was waged between 
Whites and Indians at this point in 1850, from which the Battle Moun- 
tain Range and town received their names. According to Crofutt, the 
Indians were nearly annihilated. This battle, recorded by Crofutt, may 
have been “the result” which the Journalist was “waiting to hear.” 
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right Strikeing across, to a high range of mountains, and 

following them down again towards the river, in this. 
bend® there is plenty of good grass,— Report says, that 

‘10 horses were stolen from-where we Grazed at noon, a 
few days since, these reports, causes us to keep our Eyes 
Skined, and on a sharp lookout, but the Indians had 
better be careful how they come about our boys, for they 
might Shoot, 


Made to day about 20 miles 


July Thirsday,— This morning Started about 
18th sunrise and rolled on at a brisk pace, for an 
hour or so. when we again struck, the river, 

and passed along, or over, a rocky point®, when we again, 
left the river, without filling our Kegs, with water, and > 
after getting to far out, to return 


@The Company was at the big bend of the Humboldt River near 
Stonehouse, a famous old stage station and camping place. Old Stone- 
house Station was 10 miles west of the present town of Valmy. Near 
the site of the old stone house there is a lone elm tree to the north of 
the road. The stone house was to the south of the road. 


@Iron Point, noted on maps of the Victory Highway. 
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_we learned that we had launched out on an 18 mile Strech, 
without water or Grass, our horses, and ourselves, suf. 
fered prable before: reaching the river again 


here we refreshed our horses with a little Grass ta 
water when we again moved on, untill ‘night, and en- 
camped, on a broad — Rene with tolerable grass but 
no water,— 


Made about 28 miles 


July — Friday, —, This morning soon after start- 


19th we crossed a fine running stream® of clear 


water, where we watered our teams, moved on 


untill about Eleveon O clock, when we saw a large crowd 


of emigration coming towards us, we immediately called 
a halt®, and patiantly awaited there approach, to learn 
if pdabible what the fracus WaBy when they 


@ Vicinity of the present fan of Golconda. A stage station was 
‘established at Golconda at an early date. The region around Golconda 
consists of broad flat bottoms. 


@Little Humboldt River, which enters the Humboldt River near 
Winnemucca. 


® Vicinity of the present town of Winnemucca. Winnemucca is the 
county seat of Humboldt County, named after a chief of the Piute 
Indians. Established as a trading station in 1850, first known as French 
Ford. The Southern and Western Pacific pass through Winnemucca 
about a mile apart. The Humboldt River flows between the two rail- 
roads. ; 
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camp up, we learned that we had taken, the wrong, road®, 
some miles back, and were now, on the road, that led, to 
the fate of the unfortionate Donner party®, who took 
this rout, 4 or 5 years ago, and were over taken by the 
snow in the mountains, which gave them a great-deal of 
suffering, Besides loosing several of their men, we then 
struck across for the road again, and soon reached it, and 
the river, where we got Grass, for our teams, by waiding 
a slew about 2 feet deep after feeding we rolled, on over a 
range of mountains for several miles, when we again 
reached the the river and encamped for the night, — Got 
tolerable grass by swiming a slew some 8 or 10 rods, wide 
and drawing it across by ropes, there being 


@If the Donner Party turned off here it would have lead them 
through the present towns of Sulphur, Gerlach (on the Western 
Pacific), through Sheepshead and Pyramid to Wadsworth. According 
to McGlashan, “History of the Donner Party,” the Donner Party passed 
through or close to the present site of the town of Wadsworth, Nevada. 


@ Part of the trouble of the Donner Party resulted from quarrels 
along this part of their route. The Donner party made time until they 
divided east of Salt Lake City, doing this on the advice of Hastings. 
Instead of going north the Donner party came down Echo Canyon as 
far as the present Henefer, a station on the Union Pacific, then up Main 
Canyon, over Big Mountain and Little Mountain and down Emigration 
Canyon, through the site of Salt Lake City (founded a year later) around 
the south end of Salt Lake, travelling across the desert near Pilot Peak. 
They experienced ‘great difficulty and delay in getting over Little 
Mountain and Big Mountain and down Emigration Canyon and further 
delay in crossing the desert to Pilot Peak. Another party, which pre- 
ceded them the same year made the same trip without difficulty. 


By Edgar M. Ledyard Courtesy Kay’s Resort 


Unthank’s Grave on Platte River, Duncan’s Grave on Gravelly Ford, Nevada 


Wyoming, 1850. Melton’s Grave near Kay’s Resort, 
Knott’s Grave at Genoa, Nevada, 1850. California, 1850, 
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but few Swimmers among us, all who could swim were 
obliged to take water, and, work in our wet clothes, for an 
hour or two, — which we féar i is not, any to good, for our 
_holsome, 


Made to day about 20 miles 


July Saturday, — Started in the fore part of 
20th the day and rolled briskly on while it was, 
cool, made about 12 miles by Eleven O clock, 
and stoped to graze our teams, — Sonie 4 or 5 miles back, 
Kings Grey Mare gave out, and he remained with her®, 
hopeing if possible to overtake us to morrow with her, — 
Moved on about 8 miles and camped near a slew, and the 
river, were obliged to swim the river and mow Grass and 
tow it across, for our horses, which was rather a serious 
operation for some of us as there were not many yas 
could ops 


.@This Company made aay progress due to the fact that they 
were well equipped with good stock, good equipment and sufficient 
money. They were also humane to ‘their animals. 
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swim, We learned that 3 Packers were attackted by In- 
diaris, and 2 of them were Killed, while the other was 
wonded in the boddy, with 2 arrows, these unfortunate 
fellows had taken the right-hand “road which led us 
astray, and while on it were attackted, — we heard that 
they Emigrants were gathering: for the purpose of fol- 
lowing the Indians, may they follow to some purpose, — 


A word for Old Humboldt®,— Since reaching this 
stream, we have been most wonderfully deceived we had 
picktured to ourselves, one of the most grand and beauti- 

ful streams which our country could produce, with beauti- 
ful roads runing along its pleasant banks, and abundants 
of the verry best-of feed, and easy to get, but insted of 
that, we find a crooked muddy stream, with a wide 


: @Dr. Horace Belknap, who made a trip from Iowa to California 
in 1850 inscribed the following lines to Marys (Humboldt) River:— 


Meanest and muddiest, filthiest 
stream, most cordially I hate you} 

Meaner and muddier still you seem 
since the first day I met you. 

Your namesake better was no doubt, 
a truth, the scriptures tell, 

Her seven devils were cast out, 
but yours are in you still. 

What mean these graves so fresh 
and new along your banks. on either side? 

They’ve all been dug and filled by you, 
thou guilty wretch, thou homicide. 


Now fare thee well, we here shake hands 
and part. (I hope) to meet no more, 

I'd rather die in happier lands than 
longer live upon your shore. 


hr * + oe, 
VD : 4 
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and swampy, Bottom so mutch so that it is utterly im- 
possible to get horses in to the river at scarcely any point, 
the road is oblidged to keep out among the hills, the vally 
being impassible from the fact of its being, so muddy. 
The road all along this river, is so dusty®, that that it - 
makes travelling verry disagreeable As a general thing 
the dust along this river is from one to 6 or 8 inches deep, 
being of the very lightest kind, so that the least wind will 
stir, it up, and almost bling a person. I have seen it so 
thick that we could, not see wagons that were not more 
than 4 or 5 rods ahead, This is getting a peep at the Blh- 
phant, ©— 


Made 20 miles to day 
This evening held an election agreeable 


@The present highway along the Humboldt has been greatly im- 
proved in recent years and a large part of it has been surfaced. Any 
side trip however on unsurfaced roads reveals deep ruts and dust in the 
form of impalpable powder which “moves” in ruts like thin mud. This 
section is noted for dust whirls which can be seen at most any time, 
during the summer. 


@“Peep at the elliphant,” referred to by the journalist indicated 
about the limit of endurance. Settlers in new countries frequently re- 
ferred to their hardships as “seeing the elephant”. 
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to, our constitution, and elected for Capt C L Morse, Ist 
ieat: iV Toomis 2nd eee SUC tee a Sect E 
D Skinner two weeks more we expect to be in the Gold 
Digins _ Made this week 141, in all 1742 


July Sunday,— This morning there being 

21st rather a poor show for grass, we moved on 

about 10 miles, and found, plenty of good 

grass, by waiding through mud and water about knee- 

deep for about 1% mile, this is some but nothing when you 

get used to it, King came up this evening with his old 
Grey, 


sgl ok oe ee ee ; Miles 10 
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July Monday, — Rolled out, by dawn of day 
22nd this morning, and moved on at brisk, pace, un- 
til about Eleven O clock, when we Stoped to 
graze, turning our horses over, the mountain on tolerable _ 
Grass, after grazing we rolled on untill about sundown 
when we struck the river and encamped, without any 
grass, except what we had halled along through the day, 
— the road to day has been over a point or bench of the 
mountain, and has been through deep and heavy sand, 
from 2 to 6 or 8 inches deep, this has.been most awful 
hard on our teams, 


T believe it has hurt our teams worse than any days 
work since we left home, Blame such a river as this,— 


Made about 28 miles 
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July Tuesday, — Being almost without grass 
23rd last night, we rolled out early This morning, 
moved on 3 or 4 miles when we found tolerable | 
grass on the river about 3 miles from the road, we drove 
our teams about 1 mile from the road, and left our 
wagons, and went on to the grass, here we remained un- 
till about 1 or 2 0 clock, when we again rolled on with a 
supply of the grass, for our horses at night, — Struck the 
river just before sundown and encamped, no grass here, 
except what we halled along, our horses are failing fast, 
on such fare as they get here Charles Page and his mess 
broke their wagon, this afternoon, — we were some way 
from water at the time, so 
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three of us threw their load in our wagons, and took it on 
untill night, where we camped there were 4 waggons left, 
out of which they got a fine wagon, in good order for | 
rolling, they will be ready to start soon in the morning, © 
the Boys also have got a waggon which they think will 
answer them much better than there heavy one, they are 
all loaded and ready to roll,—Made to day 15 miles, all 
well. 5 EEE 
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July Wednesday. — Got an early ee this 
24th morning, and moved on about five miles to the . 
river, found a place here.that we could Graze 
-a little and turned our teams out, to get a little grass roll- 
ed out about 2 O clock, and travelled about 15 miles, when 
we again reached the river found a great many camped 
here, but no grass, for our horses, fed them sil grass 
we brought with us. 


We learned that there was a man drowned here a 
few minutes before we came up by Swiming the river for 
grass also 4 or 5 others were drowned yesterday and to 
day not far from here, in the same way this should be a 
warning to all,—Made to day 20 miles - 
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July Thursday, — Made rather a late Start | 
25th this morning, and in8 or 9 miles found a 
place® where by takeing our horses across the’ 

river, and about 3 miles back towards the mountains, we | 

found Grazeing, but of the verry poorest Kind,— the 

river is pretty wide and deep, and conciquencely our 


_. horses had to swim, all got over safe however, and 4 of 


us swam over and took them out to paster (pasture Ed.) 
where we stayed untill about 2 O clock, and then brought 
them in, got them all across safe again, here we lightoned 
up a little, Elisha and myself, threw away our trunck ~ 
with several other. articles, as we find evry little 


@The Company was now in the vicinity of Humboldt. Natural 
vegetation is sparse in this section. Z 
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helps to lighton the pull for our horses, — moved on 
about 3 O clock, and rolled untill after dark, when we 
reached the river and eneamped for the night, got a little 
willow-brush, by crossing the river in a waggon-bed, — 
which we found at this place, this is all our horses got for 

food to night—Made to day 24 miles 


July Friday, — Rolled early this morning, on 
26th the account of having no feed, for our teams, 
in about 12 miles reached the great natural 
‘meadow®, in coming here we crossed a small stream of 
tolerable water, some of our horses gave nearly out in 
getting to this place from the fact of having got so mutch 
~ Alkali— 


water, which ruins our horses. Miles 12 


@The great natural meadow was Lassen’s Meadows improperly 
called Lawson’s Meadows in Marcy’s Prairie Traveller, named for Peter 
Lassen, early California pioneer. The left hand road here leads to Carson 
City and Sacramento; the right hand road to Fort Reading (near Red- 
ding, California) and points north in California and Oregon, Lassen’s 
Meadows are near Rye Patch, a small town near Lovelock. This sec- 
tion is one of the most prosperous agricultural sections of Nevada. There 
are several thousand acres of irrigated land in this section. Natural 
vegetation is luxurious, The valley near Lovelock is still referred to, 
by some, as the meadows. 
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July Saturday, — This morning learning that. 

27th we could get good grass about 3 miles below, 

without waiding the swamp for it we pulled up 

stakes and moved down to it, found most excellent grass, 

in great, aboundance, we have cut grass to ot) and it is” 
now cureing for the Desert,— 

Miles 3, this week 112, in all 1854 


July Sunday, All hands in 1 camp. This evening 

28th the Boys, being nearly out of provision, 

thought it best, to roll out, and conciquently 

hitched up their team and made tracks, with Doct Boon, 

EK Winner, & S Martin who took a pack on their. ie 
and went with (ae we wish them luck, 
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in the last 15 miles we have passed 79 Dead horses, Mules — 
& Oxen, — this is some, almost Seeing the eliphant, 


| We have seen more suffering and passed through 
more hardships since we struck what has been called the 
beautiful humboldt, than in. all the rest of our Journey, 
we have had to swim the river or wade through slews, 
evry day since we struck the river in order to procure 
grass for our teams, ; 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


This morning old Charley being so weak, we thought © . 
best to shoot him,— he has been a good horse, 


and served us well, — Peace be to his ashes.— 
* * * * i * * * * * * * * * 


* 


* * *& € *& 
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Old Charley a Horse of qualities fine 
- Possessed of good feeling towards all. 

Not a man in our train, could anything find 
_-Of which to accuse him at all 


He done well his part, in pulling our load 
For many a long weary Day 

Not one better leader our train could afford 
Nor a Gentler, or pleasenter than he 


But at length and at last, on the old Humboldt 
Some poison in water he found, 

Not a thing could we find, to restore him to health 
But at once he began to go down, 


On down that fated stream we rolled 
A goodly train in search of Gold 

But day by day the poor old Horse 
Was evidently getting worse ~ 


Till as we neared the famous Sink 
Some twenty miles above I think 
So poor and feeble had he got 
We all agreed he must be Shot 
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‘Smith led him out upon the plain 
Some little distance from the train 
Lishe followed with a saddened.heart | 
To act his melancholy part 


The old horse faced him good and true 
His rifle to his face he drew 

The echoes to the shot replied | 

And thus our brave old Charley Died 


Now all that have a tear to shed 

Please mourn the living not the dead 

For of our train full many a Horse 

Has lived till now and fared much worse 
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duly Monday, — To day we gathered up our | 
29th hay, and about 3 O clock, rolled out. for the 


Desert, Drove untill dark and fed,— them 


(then Hd.) moved on untill about Midnight, when we 
stopped ’till morning, Roads to day tolerable good, no 
grass. Made about 17 miles no water to day fit for - 
teams, — 3 ; 


U 


4 


July _ Tuesday, — Arose verry early this morn- 
30th ing, and made tracks for desert, — reach what 
& we are told was the sink® last-year, But the 
31st River being higher® this season, it flows on 


__ father down the chanel, — Stoped here & fed > 
and watered our teams, then moved on, in about a mile 
we reached a sand hill, from the top of which we could 
see a large ilake® lying before us, this we suppose was 
dry last season, followed this round 5 or 6 miles, — when 
we come to a channel or narrow pasage 


@®Humboldt Sink. — | 
®The Humboldt River and the Carson River were high in 1850. 
® Water in Carson Sink. 
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and then again widened out, across this, stoped on the 
bank, & fed and watered our teams filled our vessells, 
with water as this is the last we find on the desert. and 
it being now nearly night we hitched up and made tracks 
for carson River®, in about 6 or 8 miles reached salt 
springs®. this is verry salt water to salt for horses, — or 
cattle, — in coming here we passed the boys, Beck She 
had probily taken sick, (as she was not verry well, when 
they left the meadow) and they Shot her, and pashed 
ahead, — soon after dark stoped and fed then pushed on 
untill Day break, Stoped and fed our teams and got our 
own breakforst, then pushed on, met some men from Cal- 
ifornia with provisions they told us twas 20 miles yet to 
water, pushed, for 2 or 3 hours. when we struck deep 
and heavy sand, which continued to the river Soon after 
starting this morning we 


©The Carson River rises in Alpine County, California, Howe gen- 
erally north as far as Carson City, then turns east through Lyon County 
and into Churchill County, disappearing in the Carson Sink. 


@Salt Springs was later the site of a stage station on the Overland 
Route, called Sink Station. 


Be ees 
By Edgar M. Ledyard 
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« By Edgar M. Ledyard 


Last crossing of Sweetwater at “Burnt 
Ranch,” Wyoming. 
Marker at “Summit” two miles above 
Pacific Springs, Wyoming. 
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By Edgar M, Ledyar 


) diana 
AG oethe 27) 


ae 
y 
Graves at Burnt Ranch, Wyoming. 
(See James CLYMAN, pp. 91 to 93). 
Inscription on tree, Tragedy Springs, 
California, 
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Saw the Boys nig horse, — him they had also left, 
about 5 miles before we struck the river we were told that © 
we could find a good spring of cool water®, about 1 mile 
on the left of the road, we accordingly on-hitched our 
horses, and took them to it, it lies over a hill, the assent - 
of which is quite gradual, the desert is steep and verry | 
difficult for horses, but the water is good and cool, and 
it is well werthy the attention of the Emigrant.— 


reached the River® about 4 O clock, with our horses, look- 
ing verry well, takeing into consideration what they had. 
passed through, The roads on the Desert are very good, 
for near half way, when you strike sand, pass through 
heavy sand for 3 or 4 miles, then for 3 or 4 miles, part of 
the way sand, and part good-roads,,, then good roads — 
for some distance, untill you strike the last streach of 
heavy sand which is about 12 miles long,— 


@ Described in Marcy’s Prairie Traveller 1859, page 267. 


@®The Company reached the Carson River at Ragtown. now called 
Leetville. - 
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This Desert, is covered with small mounds rising up 
from 2 to 6 feet high, and of a sandy nature, there is also” 
plenty of fine sage-Brush on it, — in crossing the Desert 
we found a great many, Dead horses®, we know not how 
many, but we believe from 6 to 10 pr mile, As we forgot it 
we will mention now that by the Spring on the desrt, 

there is a large lake of Salt water, it is almost Strong 
enough for brine to save meat with, this is another of the. 
curiosities found on a California trip— ~ 


Where we Strike carson river there is several traid- 
ing posts® established by speculators from Sacrimento, 
they have all things needful for the emigrant flour from 

$1.25 to $1,75 pr Pound, Bacon $1,00 Beaf from 15 to 40 
cts, Rice $1.50, Sugar $1, 50 coffee from $1,50 to $2,00 all 
things elce in proportion, for good mules or 


@Lord (op. cit.) page 13, writes as follows:— “The Overland 
movement during this year (1850) was like the march of an army. 
This mighty procession swept off every green thing in its path like a 
cloud of locusts, and by the month of August scarcely a blade of grass 
was to be seen along a stretch of 200 miles, from Martin’s Fork to the 
slough of the Humboldt. For nearly the whole distance the route 
had become a continuous marsh, in which cattle were miring and dying 
by the hundreds... Within a radius of fifty miles from Humboldt Lake 
the country was literally strewn with carcases and the terrible effluvia 
from the rotting bodies tainted the air for miles around.” . 


®@ These trading posts were established along the Carson River from 
points near Fort Churchill, established later, to Cary’s Post, at the 
mouth of Carson’s Canyon. Supplies were brought out from California 
and sold to travellers at high prices. Lord (op. cit.) pages 13 and 
14 says:— “The price of flour rose in Carson Valley to $1.50 per 
pound and to $2.50 at the sink of the Humboldt.” The present town 
of Dayton is at the mouth of Gold Canyon. Gold Canyon lead to 
Virginia Hill. In this canyon prospectors discovered evidences of the . 
Comstock Lode at Virginia, in 1849. 
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horses, they asked from $150,00 to $200,00—for our . 
horses that were pretty well run down they would give 
from 10 to $12,00 and pay | in provision . 


After we Struck the river we moved on about 5 miles © 
up it with the teams, to good grass where we encamped 
for the night, roads up here tolerable good, as the teams © 
came up here, I stayed back with 3 of our poorest horses 
which Just about used up, in order to get a traid from 
some of the Speculators, and after looking round for 
some time I traided them for a good, large 3 year old 
mule, in good order and condition to work, we think ita 
Bood- exchange for us, — 


Made yesterday & the oe ec Last ee and 
to day, 60 miles; a pretty hard ae on teams,— Miles 60 
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- Aug. Friday, This morning got a tolerable 
2nd Start and pushed out on the Desert, reached, 
the River in about 13 miles found poor grass, 

moved on about 4 miles, passing occasionly a low sand 
ridge, then climbing a big-Sand Hill®, from the top of 
which we could see a beautiful meadow lying before us, 
filled with splendid grass, — Drove to it and encamped 
for the night, cut grass, for our team to morrow on the 
Desert, Made about 17 miles all well, — Roads across the 
desert a little hilly, & very Rocky and Rough Sand not 


Bad, Miles 17 
Aug. Saturday, — Started this morning about 
3rd Sunrise, and Rolled on to 25 mile Desert, the 


first part of the road, is very heavy, Sand®, 
the last end, was not so bad 


After Starting in the Desert, 


@®The Sand Hill referred to overlooks the present site of old Fort 
Churchill and the Towle Ranch below. The Towle Ranch was original- 
ly owned by Sam Buckland and later by W. A. Donnelly. It is now 
run by an Italian, Mr. Garavana. Italians have replaced the old traders 
along the river from Fort Churchill to Dayton. _The Carson River 
bottoms are a beautiful site in this section. Fort Churchill is now the 
property of the state of Nevada and under the protection of the D. A. 

The Carson River and the Southern Pacific tracks run close to the 
Fort. Members of the Buckland family, referred to above, are buried in 
the cemetery near the Fort. 


® Country roads in this section at the present time are sandy, rough 
and rocky. The Howard Ranch and the Huffkin-Newman Ranch, west 
of Fort Churchill, were formerly stage stations and stopping places. 
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it is a gradual rise to near the center, from thence a grad- _ 
ual decent, till within about 5 miles of the river, when you 
assend to the top of a low hill, — from thence decend to 
the river 


After Striking the river we moved on about 2 miles 
up, and encamped found gooa grass for our horses by 
crossing the river, Made today about 27 miles. This 
week 121, an all 1975. 


Aug. Sunday, — All pais in camp, resting our | 
4th Selves and teams, first rate grass across. the 
River, we are now in Sight of oe Snow’s® 

all well and in good Spirits. — 
@Snows on the Sierra ieee may e. seen from Dayton, Mound 


House and Carson City (Eagle Ranch), Nevada, and at other points in 
this section. 
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Aug. Monday, — This morning arose earlly and 

5th Started with the Sun, drove about 5 miles up 

the river, when we Struck out on the desert, 

the road was somewhat hilly, and the most of the way, 

quite rocky. reached the river again in about 12 miles, 

moved up the river about 2 miles, to good grass, and en- 
camped for the night, Made to day 19 miles 


Aug Tuesday,— Made an early Start this 

6th morning, reached a fine meadow in about 8 

miles, cept (kept Ed.) the meadow, on our left, 

and continued our coarse round near the mountains, on 

our right,. passed several trading post®, one of which 

_ was the old mormon Station®, — provision still continues 
high, roads to day have been verry good, grass 


@ One of the most famous of these trading posts was on the Henry 
Van Sickle Ranch, also known under the name of the Wyatt Ranch. 
This place coincided with Marcy’s Williams’ Ranch. H. Van Sickle, 
former proprietor, gives an account of the killing of Sam Brown, in 
Nevada Historical Society Papers, 1913-1916, pages 190-193. The 
Kingsbury Grade, a short cut to Lake Tahoe, crosses the mountains 
just south of the ‘Van Sickle Ranch. 


®Mormon Station was at the site of the present town of Genoa. 
In 1850 Nevada was a part of Utah. Mormon Station was founded by 
Colonel Reese. Court for western Utah was held in Genoa by Judge 
Orson Hyde. The location of the old Mormon Station is still known. 
Near it is a cemetery in which Elzy H. Knott, who died March 8th, 
1850, aged 26 years, 2 months and 8 days, is buried. Thousands of 
pioneers lie in unknown graves along early trails. Evidences of some 


of the graves were purposely obliterated to prevent their being des- 
poiled by Indians. 
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first rate and plenty, Made 25 miles 


Aug. Wednesday, Rolled early, this morning, 

7th and moved onalong the foot® of the moun- 

tains, Plenty of fine timber along the moun- 

tains. on our right, Reached the Kanyon about noon and 

stoped to Graze and rest our ees for the Kanyon, 
roads heavy, and Sandy, 


We found the Kanyon®, to be Some this after noon, 
alittle of the first end of the road, is quite good, then 
about 3 miles, the most of the way, verry rough and 
Rocky, the balance of the way, tolerable good, encamped 
on the west side of the Kanyon, with pretty good grass, 
Made 20 miles 


@After passing Genoa the early emigrants turned from the gen- 
eral course of the present road, at a place called Otto Heiteman’s 
Ranch, passing up and along the side of the- mountain, striking the 

resent road and river again at Cary’s. Station, now known as Wood- 
ord. The present hiepvey. avoids the hill. Water may be found on 
the hill road. 


@®The canyon referred to is Carson’s Canyon. This canyon is very 
rocky with a stiff grade. Early travellers experienced great difficulty 
in passing through this canyon. It was necessary to cross and recross 
the river many times. Sawyer (op. cit.) p. 95, calls this canyon Pass 
Creek Canyon and the river, Pass Creek. 
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‘Aug.  Thirsday,— Started this morning after 
8th Sunrise, and moved on over hills and hollows, 
followed up Carson River, between tow (two 

Ed.) ranges of mountains®, road tolerable good, passed 
a lake® on our right Just before, reaching the foot of the 
mountains, the mountain is near 1 mile high and verry 
steep and rocky®, we might Say almost perpendicular, 
it Beet anny thing that ever, I saw, for waggons to pass. 
over, however we came over, without takeing the second, 
pull, — after passing the mountain we came down to a 
large valley, in which there is a fine lake®, by which we 
camped for the night pretty good grass, Made 15 miles 


@The emigrants were then passing through Hope Valley. Faith 
and Charity Valleys lie on either side of Hope Valley. These valleys 
were so named by Odd Fellows in commemoration of their order. 


@ This is Red Lake. The water in the lake is now lower than when 
the emigrants passed in 1850. George H. Goddard, in 7th Report, Calif- 
ornia Legislature, page 105, makes the following statement about 
Red Lake: “On a small bench of the hill below, and at the foot of Red 
Mountain, is a small marshy lake, apparently fast drying up. This is 
Red Lake. I could not see that it had an outlet, but in all probability it 
soaks through the narrow rim of white granite rocks that lie on the 
Hope Valley side. ; 


®The new highway runs up rather easy grades around the side of 
the mountain. The old road ran directly up the hill. Marks of wagon 
wheels may be seen on some of the rocks, below the present highway. 
The famous Carson Tree which stood on Carson’s Pass was apparently 
not noted by the Journalist. Carson’s Tree has been removed to Sacra- 
mento and a monument, replica of the carving on the tree has been 
erected on this spot. This Pass was named in honor of Kit Carson, who 
accompanied Fremont on his expedition through this section in 1844. 


@This is Silver Lake. Kay’s Resort is located on this lake. The 
present travelled road runs to the west of the lake; the old road ran 
around the east side of Silver Lake which gave them an easier grade 
up the hill to Tragedy Springs. Honorable Sherman Day, 7th Report, 
California, page 82, reported to S. H. Marlette, Surveyor General, 
as follows:— “On my recent trip to Red Lake I also examined the old 
Immigrant Road from Red Lake, over the western summit, past Tragedy 
Springs, Leek Springs and Alder Springs, to Taylor’s Ranch at Cold 
Spring. In its present state this is a ‘hard road to travel’ on account of 
the many rocks still remaining in the roadway, and on account of steep 
grades. These might be obviated with adequate expense; but the princi- 
pal objections to the route are: that it is very circuitous; that it crosses 
the high western summit, which might be avoided and consequently, 
that it detains the traveler a much longer time among the deep snows 
and is utterly impassable in the depth of winter. It was apened, or very 
much improved,-by the Mormons in the summer of 1850, since which 
time other parties have improved it at certain points.” 


= “oyepy ‘s[[ey uweoLomy | : f “surmoAM ‘ssulidg o1jloeg 
“SUIMIOA “UOSIRY dAOqe ApuRS SIg “suIMIOA A ‘sSeg YINog ,.“WuIUING,, 


e 


. piedpay ‘WW sespy Ag \ 1 paeApey “W espa &g 


paedpay “J iespqy Ag 


she 


) 


BASIN SECTION |. Gite 117, 


This morning Just before, the waggons Started, Eli- | 
sha and myself Pain & Ross, Started over, the Mountains 

for a hunt, found plenty of sign of game, but saw nothing 

except a lot of Indians, who followed us, some 2 miles or. 
more, Skulking, along apparently trying to get a shot at - 
us, but they were not Successfull, and’ we rolled into 
camp, about sundown, after walking some 30 or 35 miles | 


you can guess, whether we were tired or not, Mules 15 
Aug. Friday, — This morning. got an early 
%h ~ Start, and moved on up the third and last 


range of mountains, found them to be long and 
Steep, all the way up we pass apo thick and heavy, 
pine and na 
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cedar timber®, ve looked, like home again, — before — 
we reached ihe top we passed, through snow for some 
distance, which was on either side from 6 to 10 feet deep, 
and in manny places near the road, it is I presume, from 
20 to 50 feet deep, this some might call seeing the eli- 
phant, but it is nothing when one gets used to it, we reach- 
ed the summit® ree we found the American flag, with 
its Stars and Stripes floating to the breeze, in its usual . 
Bold and majestic manner, Biding defiance to the cold 
Stiff breezes, on the lofty peak of the Siera Nevada, — 


The Decent we found, if possible more difficult that 
sas Hid.) the ascent 


@® The Tournaliet did not see or failed to record the marked tree at 
Tragedy Springs. Tragedy Springs was no named from three Mor- 
mons, Henderson Cox, David Browett, and Ezrah H. Allen, who were 
killed here by the Indians, on the night of June 28th, 1848. The tree 
on which the record was carved, in 1848, is still standing, and the in- 
scription is still legible. The wood has grown out around the inscription 
to a depth of several inches. About two miles from Tragedy Springs is . 
the grave of Rachel Melton, a native of Iowa, who died October 4th, 
1850. Also called the Maiden’s Grave. The Maiden’s Grave in Nevada, 
near Beowawe, is of later date. 


@®Summit—Elevation here is 8100—Carson’s Pass 8600. There are 
pears in the vicinity which are higher—Round Top, 10,400; Makelumne 
; ; : Nie 
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it being up and down hill for several miles, we reach a 
Small opening, in a ravene between the mountains where 
we encamped for the night, Serrounded with the bold and 
lofty mountains, which are literally covered with rocks of 
all Sizes, took our horses down the ravene, about one- 
mile, and over rocks, which it Seemed almost impossible ~ 
for an man to pas, found gooa grass for them and intend 
keeping them there all night, this evening Elisha was out. 
hunting and found a Steer Some 3 miles from the road, 
which he drove into camp and has found no owner for it 
as yet, Made to ee about 15 miles 
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Aug. Satariey: This morning got off a ‘little 
10th after Sun-rise and moved on, over hill after 
hill, passed several tradeing-posts flour sells 
from 621% to 75 cts, Bacon 75 Beef from 25 to 35 cts, Pies 
$1,00 each, and other things in proportion, the roads to 
day have been, very rough Rocky and Hilly, passed some 
fine springs, and all the way, through fine and heavy 
timber, reached a tradeing post this evening, by which . 
there is a fine spring on the left of the road, encamped 
in the valey of leak Springs®, with fine pete and good 
grass by going Some distance for it. 


Made about 15 miles —all well 


Made this week 109, im all 2084. 


@Leek Springs was so named by Mormons on account of leeks 
growing in abundance there. The valley is still densely covered in low 
places with leeks. The true wild leek, Allium tricocum Ait, is not found 
in California. Those in Leek Valley are probably Allium ‘attenuifolium 
Kall. Leek Springs Valley is a small. valley now owned by White 
Brothers. It lies about 4 mile off a mountain road. 
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Aug. Sunday, Owing to Scarceaty of provis-: 
lith ions, we thought it best to move, on to day, as 


it costs us about $10,00 pr day to live out here, 


| ‘moved on over a continual Successions. of hills and hol- 


lows, reached camp creek®, about noon, and Stoped and 
fed our horses, some grass, which we gathered this morn- 
ing as we were told that there is no more grass till we 
reach Weaver town, 


This after noon we clumb a very long and Steep hill®, 
roads verry rough and rocky, about half the after noon 
then tolerable Smooth but verry dusty, — 


This country through which we climb, (for we cant 
call it travelling) abounds with fine timber, some small 
oak trees . 


@Camp Creek is reached by travelling about three miles off a 
mountain highway. Camp Creek is a beautiful mountain stream and 
a favorite place for camping. 


@®This long steep hill still exists. The opposite slope is called 
Stonebreaker Hill. Travellers are warned to take water at Sly Park, 
before making the ascent. Sly Park is the first one of several past and 
present day stations from Stonebreaker Hill to Sacramento. 
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it'is very mountaineous fit for nothing but mineing pur- 
poses, and hardly fit for that, the Indians appeare to be 
very scarce about here, tradeing posts® evry little ways, 
found water about dark down in a hollow on our left, and 
encamped for the night Made; as the roads were rough, 


about 25 miles Miles 25 
Aug. Monday, — This morning we being told 
12th that is was but 23 miles to Weaver vill®, some 


of us concluded to go in ahead of our teams, 
and accordingly Elisha Myself and Ross and Morse, roll- 
ed out, we had fine roads the most of the way, and put 
her right through, reached Weaver vill about 1 or 2 O 
clock, where we found nearly, all the boys, that started 
with us, at once, Judson was | 


@ Trading Posts—Hank’s Exchange and Pleasant Valley were 
early stations west of Sly Park now in existence as small settlements. 
An old road ran through Grizzly Flat south of this line of posts._ 


@ Weaverville— This place should not be confused with a City of 
the same name in Trinity County, California. While there are evidences 
of cultivation around Weaverville the place now boasts of only one in- 
habitant, Mr. William Schuman, 80 years old—a “new comer.’ Weaver- 
ville is ‘over the hill. from Placerville’ and about three miles distant. 
It was the dividing point for early travellers and miners. Those who 
went to Placerville, Georgetown, Coloma, took the right hand road— 
others who went to Sacramento, took the left hand road, through Dia- 
mond Springs. - 
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also with them, and they were scraching away in the. 
mines on Mathemias® (Martinez Ed.) Creek, where some 
of them had been ‘‘worked’’ for upwards of a week, and 
had not made more than their board, this is quite a Start 
for California, and quite a recamend to her Gold Mines. 
but let us return to the teams, which came in Just before | 
night, in fine spirits, with heads up, and all-hands well, 
here we piched our tents and concluded to stop for the 
night. About 12 miles before we reached Weaver, we 
struck pleasant- Valey which we followed down about, 6 
miles, it is fine and pleasant travelling down this Valey, 
Made to Day about 23 Miles all at HOME AGAIN— 
Miles 23 


me, 


® Mathemias Creek is Martinez Creek, reached by a narrow moun- 
tain road from El Dorado, formerly called Mud Springs. Those who — 
are familiar with pronunciation of Spanish, can readily understand how 
this became “Mathemias Creek” phonetically. 


i 
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Aug. Tuesday, This morning we all got to 
13th gether in Weaver or rather ringgold® which 
is the upper end of Weaver and we stopped 
untill nearly night, to look round, and see what was to be 
seen, nothing of importance - occured, more than C. L 
Morse sold old bill for $80,00, which we though (thought 
Kid.) was a pretty good sale, 


Elisha Skinner Concluded to stop a while with te 
boys in the mines, to try his luck, and fortune, so we Sold 
our waggon for which we got, $95,00, we then bought 
Elisha’s share of the balance of the teame, and Divided 
out the balance Just right All of which was done Smoth- 
' ley, and be oe Just as if it were, all in 


ORinegold, which also boasts of one inhabitant, Mr. F. W. Geiben- 
hall, is a mile up Ringgold Creek, from the old town of Weaverville. 
Ringgold Creek was a small placer stream now entirely dry. The High- 
way follows Ringgold Creek from Weaverville to Ringold. Just above 
Ringgold the right hand road leads to Diamond Springs. Ringgold may 
have been named for Cadwallader W. Ringgold, a U. S. Naval Officer, 
stationed in California at an early date and who was prominent in early 
mining affairs. 
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the family, as it really proved to be, and now as Hlisha. 
took the road to the mines and we bent our way towards 
the city, our little Pleasant and interesting family, for 
the first time since we left Birmingham were called to 
part, and bid each other Goodby,—we reached Mud- 
Spring® and encamped for the night about 3 miles before 
-we reached Mud Spring, Loid Sold his Pony for $75,00 ~ 
verry well Sold, the roads from weaver to Mud Spring is — 
verry good, Country around pretty hilly, timber rather 
Scrubby, Land not worth a cent for cultivation, or any 
thing but mining, and but little for that. mode but six 
miles to day. 


@®Mud Springs, now called El. Dorado, was so called on account of 
a spring witht rather swampy sides. The original spring is walled in 
and covered over. It is on the farm of John I. Martin. Many of the old 
brick buildings, in El Dorado, are still standing: This was a trading and 
assembling point for operations on Martinez Creek, a few miles-south 
and a little east of El Dorado, Martinez Creek was a bonanza district 
and only fifty foot claims were allowed. Mr. John F. Shanz, of El 
Dorado, ran a mine and mill on Martinez Creek for years. Mr. Inghram 
was operating a mill on the creek in 1927—77 years after part of this 
Company worked on the creek. 
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Aug. This morning as the Brilliant sun arose, 
14th and Nature Shone forth in all her loveliness 
we again moved on for Sacrimento. The roads 
were a little hilly but pretty good, untill we reached 
White-rock Springs®,— These, Springs are situated in a 
broad and beautiful Prairie valy which abounds with 
grass, and makes a fine place for camping We travalled 
on across this valy, about 4 miles and encamped for the» 
night, in a fine grove on our right— 
Made to day about 23 miles 


Aug. Thirsday, This morning we took an early 
15th Start and moved on at a slow pace towards the 
City, We reached the American River® about 

noon, this is 


@ White Rock Springs were so called on account of white rocks 
which lie above the springs. The rocks are above the highway and the 
springs below. The White Rock Springs Ranch is now owned by Frank 
and Bob Euer. The railroad Station, on the Southern Pacific, nearby 
bears the same name. 


® American River is a tributary of the Sacramento. The American 
River is famous for early placer mining and later hydraulic mining. Gold 
was discovered at Caloma on this river in 1848. 
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a fine clean Stream emptying in the Sacrimento near the - 
City, here we found Hay, at 10 cts pr lb, — Oats 15 cts, 
Barly 15, The roads untill we reach the American River, 
are verry Good, from this to the City it is quite Sandy 
and heavy Rolling: 


We reached the city a little before night, and found 

Mr. Dustin and his Mess with whoom we camped Just 
back of the city where we expect to remain several Days, 
to rest and look around, nothing of importance occured 
to Day, Made about 21 Miles, All Well,— 
Made this week 98, in all 2182 miles 


We now consider eae at the end of our J ourney 
Safely landed, amid the mines of California, and en- 
camped 
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upon the Sod of this long desired Spot,— (Sacrimento 
City) We shal now wrest a few days from the toils of our 
J ourney, lay aside our traveling robes, and cloth our- 
selves in the more active employment of the Laboring © 
man, but while we thus lean on our oars, we will cast our _ 
eye for a moment over this California City and its Sur- 
rounding Scenery,— . 


The buildings of this Sitty are generally rather poor, 
especially on the outer edges of the City maney of these, 
are erected of small round posts set in the ground for a 
sill, and a peace of inch board nailed across the top for a 
_ plate, then loose rafters thrown up, and two or three thin 
- strips of narrow boards nailed across them for sheating 
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which compleates the fraim,—the fraim was then covered . 
with canvass or cotton cloth with a small hole left at one 
end for a dore, over which also swung a loose peace of 
canvass, which in order to enter might be easily pushed - 
aside, the bilding was then considered complete, and 
ready for the uce of any Gentlemen either to keep store 
or Tarven (Tavern, Ed.) in, at the low rent of 150 or- 200 
Dollars pr month by paying it in advance— 


We next proceeded to K Street the first thing that 
met our eye there was the Grand Horse market® which 
we saw filled and surrounded with a vast crowd, and as 
we approached, we heard the voice of a dozen at. once, 
sing out, and what do I hear for the Horse 


@The site of the Grand Horse Market is now occupied by the 
Governor Hotel. The site of Hay Market is now occupied by the 
Plaza, bounded by 9th and 10th and Tand J. Streets. Before the Hay 
. Market was leveled and used as.a fill,.it was-the highest land within 
the present limits of Sacramento. 
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Then breaks forth a peal of eloquence like the burst- 
ing of muney thunderbolts, which is poard down upon the 
Bystanders, each anxious to gain there attention and sell 


ba 


first his horse, and for the most mony, at length they © 


are nocked off, and another set brought forward which 


go through the same process and meet the same doom, — 


this is continued day after Day, Week after Week, Month 
after Month, and I might almost say year after year. It 
is generally kept up by Emigrants ariveing and selling off 
their stock But not unfrequently by horse-thieves who 
steal stock and run it here to be Sold, and thus turn it in- 
to ready cash. 


From Horse Market on K Street I proceeded to J 
Street, and found at every corner a small group collected, 
each one stretching 
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his neck to the longest notch in order to see what was. 
going on within, and as we approached, and at last made 
our way to the center, we would see an old pork barrell, 
or an old goods box, upon which sat a chuck of a lad or. 
an old man, as the case might be, with a large basket, well © 
stored with fine Pears, and frvit, and rich Cakes and pies, 
with which to tempt the craving appetite of the half 
starved emigrant and thus draw from his purce a few 
Shillings to put in his own pocket by which means he was 
ever Successful, or in sted of this, you-might see the 
Famous French-Monty Dealer®, sitting cross legged on 
a plank, throwing out his cards in such a 2 loose manner, 
that by one not acquainted © 


@ There were several Monte places, one of the most noted being at 
the corner of 2nd and K Streets, run by Ross.and Webber. The site of 
this gambling house is now occupied by an employment agency. Nearby 
is the Saddle Rock Cafe. This was founded in 1849 by Arnold and has 
run continually since that time. Many restaurants established later 
in other cities have taken the same name. 
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with the game, it would look like a verry easy matter to 
pick up the wining card, and accordingly, when the gam- 
bler would call for a bett; of from-one to twenty ounses, 
some one would throw down his purce, of perhaps an 
hundred Dollars, and say here, I will bet you what I have 
got, upon which the Gambler would cooly plank down 
about the same amount, and the astonished man upon 
throwing up the card which he thought was the right one, 
but found was not, received in return his empty Purce, 
thus you may see hundreds in this City, contriveing in 
this polite way to pick the pockets and empty the purses 
of the poor emigrants who are ignorant of there tricks, 
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We next proceeded down J Street, we notice sev- . 
eral large, fine, and, well finished Buildings on this 
Street.— There is also a great-deal of business done on 
this street mutch more than on any other in the City, | 
however K Street bids fair to make a verry business 
Street before long,— as we reached the corner of J and 
water street® we beheld the selebrated Monty-dealers 
residence, this is a large fine and well firnished building 
with some 15 or 20 Monty-tables distributed through the 
Room, These are low tables, about 2 4 feet high, and near 
the sise of a common Dining table, they are generally . 
covered with a fine blue, or red Blanket, in the middle of 
which is placed a large pile of silver and gold, of — 


@ Water Street is now known as Front Street. The site of the 
gambling house, the Journalist mentions, was later cnn by a gar- 
ment factory which has been razed, 


* 
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from one, to ten thousand Dollars at each side of the table 
is seated a Monty dealer, one to throw out, and draw off 
the cards and the other:to receive and pay off the bets, 
the table thus situated, is serrounded by a crowd of bet- 
ters, throwing down their money, hopeing to win, but 

looseing nine times out of ten, 


The city is situated on the Sacrimento River Just 
below the American fork, the buildings extend about 1 
mile back from the River and near a mile up and down it, 
the city, I think, is not far from one mile square Sacri- 
mento river, at the city is pretty deep, the water still, but 
quite cool, verry good drinking water, The country 
around is generally level for several 
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miles distant, mostly prairies or swamps®.— (or tulies) _ 
not verry mutch timber and what there is not verry good, 


The city is situated about 1 mile west of Souters old | 
Fort®., this Fort has a fine location, it is situated on a 
mound, the ground around it., on evry sid desending with 
a gradual slope for near a mile, and then mutch farther 
about level, thus giving to it quite a commanding charac- 
ter it is constructed of Dobys or Spanish Brick, the wall 
is about 3 feet thick and 12 feet high, Souters house, built 
of Dobys, and I think 3 stories high stands near the cen- — 
ter of the fort, Just back of the house there was a par- 
tition ran across the Fort, the back part from appearance 
has been used for correlling ‘stock, 


@Some of the lands along the Sacramento River are protected by 
‘means of dikes. Sacramento City is protected by a series of levees. A 
thick wall protects part of the City and flood gates have been installed 
which can be put in service in case water rises to a dangerous level. The 
Journalist’s prediction that Sacramento would be an important city has 
i hata It is located in one of the richest setae sections in the 
wor 


@Sutter’s Fort is located on 28th Street between K and M. The 
Fort was built in 1839. It has been restored and is now used as a mus- 
eum. John A. Sutter, the founder, received a grant of land, from the 
Mexican Government, comprising eleven square leagues. The whole 
of what is now Sacramento, was included in this grant. se 
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The old fort has been quite a curiosity, but itis now _ 
almost destroyed,— there is some fine farming land | 
around it, and it will probily some day, be a ritch Settle- 
ment this is the situation at present of Sacrimento City — 
and the ajoining Country, it is now and ever will be, the 
great center of business for all of north Cal’ It is bound © 
to improve, as long as there can be good wages made in 
the mines, but after the mines fail, the improvements of 
Sacrimento City will be verry few and small,— we will © 
now lay our pen to one side, not knowing whether we shall 
ever resume it to make another mark in this Journal or 
not, if we should it will be after we have travelled some 
. throush the mines of Cal‘ 


- THE END at least for the present, | 
L. V. LOOMIS © 
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PREFACE 


When the author first compiled the following work, it was not 
with a design to publish it, although well aware of the advantages’ 
which emigrants, traveling to the VALLEY OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE, 
would continually realize by having it in their possession. How- 
ever, there were so many who applied for copies of it—and the labor 
of writing a copy being considerable, as well as requiring much 
time—it was concluded to publish it in its present form, by which 
means it can be afforded at a price which will bring it within reach 
of any person wishing to have it. ; 


Many works have been published, aaa maps exhibited for the 
instruction of emigrants, but none which ever pretended to set forth 
the particulars contained in this work, so far as regards the route 
from Council Bluffs to the Great Salt Lake. The distances from 
point to point are shown as near as a Roadometer can measure; and 
by this means the traveler can know, each day, the kind of country 
lying before him, and how far he must go in order to find a suitable 
place to camp at night. ; 


Emigrants have lost many of their teams in the neighborhood 
of the Alkali lakes, in consequence of not knowing the distance from 
any one of these lakes to good water. By paying attention to the 
remarks in this work, a person need run no risk, inasmuch as all the 
Alkali lakes, which are near the road, are mentioend—and, also, 
the places where an encampment can be formed with safety. 


~ The author feels a delicacy in saying much in favor of the 
“Guide,” but is well aware that, when its merits have been tested by 
experience, no person will repent of having purchased it. It is, 
therefore, submitted cheerfully to the consideration of an intelligent 


public. 
AUTHOR. 


St. Louis, Mo., 13th March, 1848. 


EXPLANATION 


In the following table, the large type shows the prominent 
points and places which will naturally be noticed by the emigrant. 
The first column of figures shows the distance from. point to point, 
in English miles. The second column of figures shows the total dis- 
tance of each point to Winter Quarters; and the third column, the 
total distance of each point to the Temple Block, in the City OF THE 


Great Sat Lake. As, for example: 


How far is it from Winter Quarters to Pappea? 
Answer. (page 5, second line) 18 miles. 
How far from Pappea to the Elk Horn river? 

Answer. (page 5, second and third lines) 9 miles, &. 
Again: How far is it from Raw Hide Creek to Fort John? 
Answer. (page 11, last line) 12 miles. 

How far is Fort John from Winter Quarters? 

Answer. (p. 12, first line) 522 miles. 

How far is Fort John from the City of the Great Salt Lake? 
Answer. (p. 12, third column of figures) 509 miles. 


The small type, in this table, contains the various remarks 
touching the nature of the road, lands, and its adaptation for camp- 
ing purposes, &. For example: 


What is said concerning the “La Bonte river?” Page 13, second 
line. 


Answer. “It is a good place to camp—being plenty of timber, 
grass and water’”—the necessaries for camping purposes, and conse- 
quently can be depended on. But, if thought advisable to go a little 
further, “there is a good camping place a mile further,” consequent- 
ly you have choice of the two good places, within one mile of each 
other. - 


What is said of a branch of the La Bonte? Page 13, third line. 


Answer. “Doubtful about water;” consequently not safe to de- 
pend on for a camp ground. It is also said that the “banks are 
steep,” which shows that it is not very good to cross, &c. 


- but little timber on the banks. 
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Prominent Points and Remarks. | 


Dist. © 
miles, 


W Ors. 


miles, 


From ~ . 
CofGSL. 
miles. 


From 


Winter Quarters, Lat 41° 18’ 53” - 
The road good, but very crooked, fol- 


lowing the ridges and passing over a con- 


tinual succession of hills and hollows. | 
Pappea, ten feet wide, 
ema toe ie, ayn 


cult to water teams. After this, the road 
is crooked and uneven to the Elk Horn. 


Elk Horn, nine rods wide, three} 


feet deep. Oe he 


Current rather swift, and not very 
pleasant to ferry. Plenty of timber on its 
banks. (See Note 1.) 


Creek, ten feet wide, steep banks. 


This creek has a good bridge over it, 
There is a 
high post, erected near the bridge, for a 
guide to it. 

Platte river and Liberty Pole. - 


Plenty of timber, but you will probably 
have to go to the river for water—dis- 
tance about a quarter of a mile. The 
nearest and best road to water is round 
the east point of the timber. 

Small Lake (narrow) south side 
the road. -_- - - - - 


_ No timber on the Lake. 
Circular Lake, or pond, close to 
the road, (south.) - - - 


No timber. 1 
this, the road runs alongside 4 number of 


small lakes, or ponds, for two miles; but | 


there is little timber near them. 


R. BR. and T., road joins the river, 


AS sa ae se 


This is a point where a branch of the 
river runs round an island, on which is 
plenty of timber. Not much water in the 
channel, but plenty for camping purposes. 


high 


In the neighborhood of 3 


salt 


Some timber on the creek, but it is diffi- | 


ml 


11%4 


3% 


ls 


1031 


{1013 


27 |1004 


273, |1003%4 


39 992 
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Dist From From. 
Prominent Points and Remarks. iten W ot CofGSL 
‘ F miles. 


Indian Grave, north side the 


Toad.) 5 Cae) eee eae eae id 
This is a large pile of earth, Spot eighty 2 7 7) 
yards north of the road 


Ri R. and’ 'T., road Sore the “ 
river, = 9 a See Y%| 60% | 970% 


plenty of timber and water, without 
leaving the road. 


Shell creek, 12 feet wide, three 
feet deepai-= yoo ee ee 2 62% | 96834 


This creek is bridged, and a few rods 
lower is a place to ford. Plenty of timber 
on it. After this you will probably find 
no water for twelve miles, without turning 
considerably from the road. 


Small lake, south side of the 
road. x ee re in ote el, 534 68 963 
Plenty of water in the Spring season, 


but none in Summer. It was entirely dry, 
October 18, 1847, 


R. and R., road joins the river. - 64%] 74%] 956% 
After this point you will have four or : 

five miles of heavy, sandy road. 

Long Lake, south side the reer EY A Mi 53 956 


There is a little timber where this lake 
joins the river, and it is a good camping 
place. 


Forks of road to new and old 


Pawnee villages. - - - 542) 8044 | 95014 


The left hand road leads to the Pawnee 
location of 1847; the other to the old vil- 
lage. The latter is your route. 


Lake, south of the road. - - Wy! gi 950 


Plenty of timber close to the road. The 
banks of the lake are high, but there is a 
small pond near, where teams can water. 


Loup Fork—lake and timber. - 5 86 945 


Opposite to where the Pawnees were 
located, in the Spring of 1847, and is a 
good place to camp. 
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Prominent Points and Remarks. . 


Lake and timber, south of the 
road. - - - - - - 


Looking-glass creek, 16 feet wide, 
2deep. - - - - - - 


There is a poor bridge over this creek. 
It is, however, not difficult to ford. Plenty 
of timber on and near it. 


Long Lake, south side the road. 


| Dist. 


miles. 


ae 


1 


2 


Some timber on the south bank, but] 


none on the north side. 
Beaver river, 25 feet wide, 2° feet 


deep: Tat. 41° 25’ 13”; Long. 
Der dcge ope ss 


61% 


Plenty of good timber on both sides. | 


There are two fording places. The up- 
per one is good going in, but steep on the 
opposite side. The lower one not good 
going down, but good on the other side. 


Plumb ereek, five feet wide: Lat. 
71h a” 99” ; Altitude, 1,090 
feet. LN PE aes gi se aaa Se 


On this creek the old Pawnee mission 
station stands, but is not a very good 
place to camp, being near the Pawnee 
cornfields. The creek was dry, October 
16, 1847. 


Ash creek, 12 feet. wide, one foot 
~ deep. - -.- mettle 


Some timber, but not a very good 
chance to camp. } 


634} 


242 


Ford of the Loup Fork: Lat. 41° 


O2034 3 Long: 9811-0" = 
This is the pioneer’s ford, but is con- 


sidered not so good as the upper ford. 
River about 300 yards wide. 


Old Pawnee village. - - - - 


Formerly occupied by the Grand Paw- 
nee and Tappas bands; but burned by the 
Sioux, in the Fall of 1846. 


1% 


Wp 


From 
W Ors. 


miles. 


941%, 


99% 


| 97% 


103%4 


110% 


113 


114% 


114% 


143 


From ba 
CofGSL 
miles. . 


93654 


93534 


933% 


9274 


920% 


918 


91634 


916% 


144 BIRMINGHAM JOURNAL 


Prominent Points and Remarks. 


Cedar creek, 8 rods wide, 2 feet 
Aeepy ire a Ee ee oe eae 


Some timber, and plenty of willow. 
After this, the road runs on the bottom 
through high grass for some distance, 
and gradually rises to higher land. 


Road descends to low land again. 


You will now find some deep ravines to 


cross, but none difficult. 


Road leaves the river, and turns 
up aravine. - - - - - 


After ascending the higher land, the 
road is good and level, except crossing the 
deep, dry ravines. 


Road descends into a ravine. - 


You travel up this ravine a quarter of a 
mile, mostly through high grass. 


Old Pawnee village, south mee 


the road. aS ES 


On the banks of the Loup Fork, but 
mostly destroyed. 


Road descends from the bluffs. - 


After descending here, you cross a creek 
twelve feet wide, and one foot deep— 
banks soft, but not difficult. You then 
travel through high grass and small 
bushes. 


Road ascends the bluffs. -  - 


After travelling about four miles, then 
turning left from the road, so as to strike 
the timber you see ahead where it meets 
the river, the road can be shortened at 
least a half mile. 


Upper ford of the Loup Fork. - 


You will find the water in some places 
near 3 feet deep, and will have to travel 
down the river about half a mile, to avoid 


deep holes, and find a good place to get X 


out. (See Note 23) 


Dist. 
miles. 


1% 


1% 


1, 


BY 


Vp 


VA 


From 
W Qrs. 


miles. 


116% 


1191, | 


121 


12114 


127 


127% 


12734 


13354 


_ From 
CofGSL 
miles. 


91434 


91134 


910 


90914 


904 


903% 


90314 


897% 
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; : . 4 : From From) 
Prominent Points and Remarks. | ok | W Qrs. | CofGSL 
miles miles. 


3 = - é = . : é 
Road ascends the bluffs. - - 534 | 13914 | 891% 


After ascending the bluffs you will find 
a heavy, sandy road for five or six miles. 


Prairie creek, 12 feet nate % 
feet deep. - - - - 


Plenty of water and grass, but no tim-| 
ber. Banks some soft and miry. By taking 
a south-west course from this creek, you] . 
would strike Wood river six or eight miles 
above the old crossing place, and thence 
crossing to the Platte, by a course a little} 
west of south, the road may be shortened 
at least five miles. ie 


18 | 157%| 873% 


158% | 87214 
159 | 872. 
16534 | 86514 


Pry Br Oele a ents x a ioe 


23 66 ee Sete ts 


Main Platte river, - - -— 
You do not come within two miles of 
the river, until you arrive at Wood river. 
Wood river, 12 feet wide, one 
foot deep. - - - = 


Plenty of timber, and a good place to 
camp. Banks descending, steep, and some | 
soft—but good going out. The road now 
generally runs from one to two miles dis- 
tant from the main Platte. 


Road descends to lower land. - 


The road now runs near the timber 
for two miles. The grass is high, and a 
good chance to camp, without pee off 
the road, 


‘Road ascend to higher land. - 
You will probably have to turn off the 

road some, for the next camping place. [| 

Deep ravine—steep descent. - 


66 (Gos j Fae) seni 


344/ 169% | 861%, 


14 | 1834,1 84734 


185%, | 9453, 


208 «| 823 
208Y, | 3293, 


2234 


Two and a quarter miles beyond this, 
is a good place to camp, there being plenty 
of grass and water, on a low bench, about 
twenty rods south ‘of the road. There is, 
however, no timber but willow. 
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Good place to water teams, but no tim- 
‘ber for camping purposes. 


Dist From | From 
Prominent Points and Remarks. vaties W OQrs.| CofGSL 
5 miles. | miles. 
‘Deep dry creek. - - - - - 344| 21134 | 81914. 
No timber on it. 
Creek or slough, sonte side the . 
road. - - skip ae 1%4| 213% | %)18 
Plenty of willows and grass, but ioabe : 
ful for water. , 
Deep, dry creek. - - - - - 4% | 21734 | 813% 
The head of Grand Island is about op- 
posite to this creek, but the road now runs 
so far from the river, we could not ascer- 
tain exactly. 
Elm creek. - = - = = = 3% | 221 810 
Deep banks, plenty of timber, but no 
water, October 9, 1847. 
Road leaves the river near 
timber. ee ee 634} 22734 | 80314 
This is a pretty good camping place. . 
Buffalo creek, south side the road. Ye] 228% | 80254 
A wide creek, with deep banks, but no : 
timber except a few willow bushes. The 
road runs alongside this creek for three 
and a half miles. 
Crossing of Buffalo creek. - 3 23134 | 79914 
R. and R., road runs near ihe 
river. sie Gre haan 7 | 239% | 791% 
Pretty good chance to camp. 
R. and R., road runs near the | 
river. ask ee Une ph Gren fe 514 | 24416 | 78614 
Plenty of buffalo-grass, and short 
prairie-grass. Plenty of timber on an 
island, close by. 
Willow Lake, south of the road. G 251% | 779% 


This is opposite to the junction of the” 


north and south forks of Platte river. Lat. 
41° 7° 44”; Long. 100° 47’ 15”; Altitude, 
2,685 feet. 
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Z ‘ i ; Dist From From 
Prominent Points and Remarks. miless |) WY eo rse pe anillesss 
t pnee, % miles. | CofGSL 
Ptah Lake, south of the road. - 1% | 25914 | 77184. 
The lake is long and very tedoied: 
About a mile before you arrive at it, the 
road runs near the river a little piece, “hen 
leaves it again. 
Deep, dry creek. - - - - - 21% 261%4 | 769% 
Low, sandy bluffs, ee 2) CMe alin gee arcs ee 
the river. - - - - 14 27534 | 755% 
_R. and R. near the Sandy Bluffs: 
Latitude 41° 0° 47”. - - 3 | 278% 1° 752%, = 
After leaving this place, the road leaves 
the river, and runs near the foot of the 
bluffs, to avoid a bad swamp. You will 
not strike the river for sixteen miles, but 
will have no difficulty in finding feed and eo 
water. ; 
Skunk creek, six feet wide. _ - 2 28034 | 750%4— 
Crossing of Skunk creek. - - 5 | 286144] 74434 
Banks some soft, not difficult. No 
timber. 
Lake or marsh, south of the 
road. Seana fe ti ths if 287% | 74334 
Lake, south of the road. - - 1 28834 | 74214 
Plenty of grass and water, but no timber 
“nearer than five or six miles. 
Good spring of cold water. - - 414, | 293 738 
At the foot of the bluffs, north of the 
road, and at the head of the Pawnee 
swamps. 
Low, sandy bluffs. - - - - 144] 29414 | 73634 
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From 


k , Dist ao 
- Prominent Points and Remarks. Hee iil W OQrs.| CofGSL 
See ' miles, 


| miles. 


Carrion creek, 10 feet wide, one 
foot deep. ie ae IES li —BY% 
Good place for grass, but no timber 
near. ‘ 
R. R. and T., road, river and tim- 
ber. i get de tae Anal 434 


Good place to camp. 


Last timber on north side the 
bah CSM ieee Mural WEIN gh oh 334 


ee You will find no more timber on the 

north side the river for two hundred miles, 
except one lone tree. Your only depend- 
ence for fuel will be buffalo chips and 
drift wood. 


Wide, deep creek. - oie 214 
Plenty of water, October 4, 1847. The 
banks are high, but not bad to cross. 
R. R. and lake, road and river 
Hear ia: bayou.) 4 6)" o- "4g Se 


Opposite to this place are several is- 
lands covered with willow bushes, which 
will answer for fuel, and there is little 
difficulty in getting to it. 


Black mud ‘ereek. i sy eS es 9 


Plenty of water, October 3, 1847, but 
little feed for teams. 


29734 | 733% 


302% | 728% 


| 306%, | 72434 


308% | 72214 


309% | 721% 


311%4 | 71914 


~R. and R., road joins the river. -. 2 
After tae, the road again leaves the 

river, until you arrive at the north Bluff 

Fork, Road good, but poor feed. 

Small.creek.\\ os) Sue eae 3% 


Steep banks but very little water. 


North Bluff Fork, 6 rods me 4 
feet deep. Yeo es 3% 


‘Swift current, muddy water, low banks, 
quick-sand bottom, but not bad to cross. 
Poor place for grass. 


| 313%, | 71714 


317%, | 713%, 


320% | 710% 
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Prominent Points and Remarks. 


Sandy Bluffs, east foot. - - 


The road over these bluffs is very crook- 
ed, but not bad. If a road can be made 
up the bed of the river, it would save at 
least two miles travel. 


Sandy Bluffs, west foot. - - 


By following the foot of the bluffs, 
after this, the road may be shortened at. 
least a mile, and be equally as good a road 
as to follow the river. 


2d. Sandy Bluffs, east age 


These bluffs are hard on teams, being 
mostly soft sand. 


2nd. Sandy Bluffs, cee foot, - 


Bluff Creek, 4 feet wide, 1 es 


a ee 


After this, the road may be made con- 
siderably shorter, by following the foot 
of the bluffs. 


3rd. Sandy Bluffs, east foot. - 


These bluffs are sandy, and heavy on 


teams. Near the west side you will find 


several steep places to descend, but not 

difficult, the sand being soft. : 

Small creek, running between the 
bluffs. Pati a crpeg alae 

~ Many small Lizards on the sandy places, 

but they appear to be perfectly harmless. 


Sandy Bluffs, west foot. - - 


Bluff Spring and small ereek 200 
_ yards, and one a quarter a a 
mile. AR ARE Mn Pe 


In the neighborhood of these creeks the 
land is swampy and soft. The road was 
made: close to the bluffs, to avoid the 
swamps. 


Dist. 
miles. 


nee 


41% | 


6% 


~y, 


VA 


From 


W Ors. 


- miles. 


322% 


326% 


332 


33214 


33814 


33834 


34034 


341 


. From 


CofGSL | 


miles. 


70834 | 


704% 


33034 | 70014 


699 


69834 


69214 


69214, 


690% 


690 
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Prominent Points and Remarks. 


Petite creek, 4 feet wide, 9 inches 
deep. - - - - - - - 


Plenty of water, some muddy, “October | 


1, 1847. Latitude ‘41° 12’ 50”. 


Picanninni creek, 3 feet wide. - 
Good spring water, and plentiful, Oc- 

tober 1, 1847. 

Goose creek, 30 feet wide, 3 inches 

deep. - - - - - - - 

After crossing this, you pass over a low 

range of bluffs, very sandy, but only a 

quarter of a mile wide; then you descend 

on the bottom land again, but will find it 

soft and springy. 

Small spring creek. - - - - 
Many springs of cold water at the foot 

of the bluffs. 

Small creek, 4 feet wide. - - 


ee of clear cold water, October 1, 


Duck-weed creek, 10 feet wide. - 
Abundance of good, cold spring water, 

Oct. 1, 1847. 

Shoal stream, 3 feet wide. - 
Dry, October 1, 1847. 


Rattlesnake creek, 20 feet wide, 
136. ft. ideeps so = 2 oe 


Swift current, sandy bottom, but mot 
bad to cross. 


CedaT-DiiiEes iron pes uees 
On the south side the river. Lat 41° 13’ 

44”, Long. 101° 52’ 

Creek, six feet ore -- - 
Water plenty, September 30, 1847. Land, 

in this neighborhood, sandy. 

Creek, four feet wide. - - - 
Plenty of water, September 30, 1847. 


Dist. 
miles. 


9A 


1% 


1p 


From 


W Ors. 


miles. 


342 


346% 


34634 


34834 


3021 


304 


309 


359% 


From 


CofGSL 


miles. 


689 


68734. 


687 


68534 
68414 
68414 


682% 


678% 


677 


ee 
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| Cay : 
Prominent Points and Remarks. | Dist. W Ors. CueeL, 
i miles. : A 
; wy : miles. miles. 
Crooked Creek, five feet wide. - % | 35934 | 67114 
Plenty of water, September 30, 1847. : 
Camp Creek, eight feet wide. - 4 | 363% | 667% 


Two creeks here, about the same size, 
but a few rods apart—water cold and 
plenty, September 30, 1847. No doubt 
they rise from springs. 
Creek, three feet wide. - - .| 4. 
Plenty of water, May 20, but dry, Rep 
tember 30, 1847. 
Pond Creek, four feet wide. - VA 
Dry, September 30, near the river, but] 
further north many ponds and tall grass. : 
Wolf Creek, 20 feet wide. - - 1% 


At the east foot of Sandy Bluffs, which 
are bad to cross, you will probably have 
to double teams, if heavy loaded. 


Sandy Bluffs, west foot. - - 34 
Two hundred yard further, is a creek 
five feet wide. 
Watch Creek, 8 feet wide, and 2 
fepiemeene ict on oe 3Y, 


After this, the road runs ais near 
the river banks, to avoid some swamps 
near the bluffs. 


‘Lone Tree,’? north side the 
Tver: 3. eS ee “Al, 
~ About three hundred yards south from 
the road. 
Ash Hollow, south side the river.| 2% 


So named from a grove of Ash timber 
growing on it. It~occupies a space of 
about fifteen or twenty acres, and is sur- 
rounded by high bluffs. 


Castle Creek, 6 rods wide, 2 feet 
deep. - - - - - - = 3 


Swift current, quick-sand bottom, water 
muddy. Low banks, but not good to 
cross, on account of quick-sands. 


367% | 66314 
368 |. 663 


369% | 66114 


370% | 660% 


37354 | 65714 


6658. 


38034 | 65014 


38334 | 647% 
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\ 


You cross three dry creeks before you 
arrive here and then you travel over an- 
other range of sandy bluffs—ascent pretty 
steep, but not very sandy. 


Dist }e Prom 
Prominent Points and Remarks. aatieceat W Ors. 
5 miles. 
Castle Bluffs, south side the river.| 4%4| 388 
You cross no more creeks of water, un- 
till you arirve at Crab creek, twenty-five 
and a half miles from here. The road 
good, except in one place, where you 
travel three-fourths of a mile over sand. 
Sand Hill creek, 12 feet wide,| 
south side. the road. - -. 34| 38834 | 
Near some sandy mounds, on the north 
side the road. 
-Oreek or sloughs: + ('s:o< um reo eave edu se 
a Dery: : : 
Creek or slough. - - - - - 744) 39734 
_ Dry. . 
Sandy Bluffs, east foot. - - 3 40084 | 
/ 
Sandy Bluffs, west foot. - - | 4011%4 
Dry: enebks ye ee ees —%! 401% 
Dry do. os ae ee Gare 3% | 40214 
Dry creek, 30 feet wide. - - 4 40614 
The road runs near the river, from here 
to Crab,creek. 
Crab Creek, 20 feet wide, very] 
shoal. - 5 se se 3 40914 
Two miles further you will see some 
high bluffs on the right. By ascending 
one of the highest you will see Chimney 
Rock, to the west. 
Small lake, south of the road. - 14%4| 410% 
Good chance to camp, without turning 
from the road. 
Cobble Hills, east foot. - - - 5 | 415% 


From _ | 
CofGSL 


miles. 


643 


64214 


64034 
63314 


63014 
629% 
62915 
62834 
62434 


62154 
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Prominent Points and Remarks. | 


Cooble Hills, west foot. - - 


After you descend on the low land, you 
will find it mostly sandy for ten miles, 
-and in some places very heavy drawing. 


‘Ancient Bluff Ruins,’’ north 
side the road. Latitude 41° 
TCA i oe oe rae 

Resembling the ruins of ancient castles, 
fortifications, &c.; but visitors must be 
cautious, on account of the many rattle- 


snakes lurking round, and concealed in 
the clefts of the bluffs. 


R. and R., road joins the river. 


Good place to camp. After this, the 
road runs near the river, until you arrive 
at the next low sandy ridges. 


Low sandy bluffs, east foot. - | . 


Low sandy bluffs, west foot. - 
After this, the land for several miles, is 
soft in wet weather, but good traveling 
in dry weather. : 
‘‘Chimney Rock,’’ (meridian) 
south side the river. - - 


The higher land now begins to be sandy 
and barren. Many Prickly-pears and 
Wild Sage, which continue mostly 
through the remainder of the journey. 


Scott’s Bluffs, (mer.) south side 


>= the-river. + - - Pipe 
The road here is near Sai to the 


river to camp ee of meridian 41° 50’ 

Boa loome 7) L0G 2 

Spring eee 10 feet wide, 8 

inches deep. ess 

South of the road. You do not cross 

it, but travel half a mile alongside. Good 

water, and many trout in it. 

R. and R., road runs near the 


river. MINE tie Sirk rants Bae 
Good chance to camp. 


Dist.. 
miles, 


2Y%4 


1% 


14% 


191% 


From 
W ee 


miles. 


41734 


419 


4291, 


437 
438 


452% 


472 


476 


48814 


153 


From: 
CofGSL 
miles. 


613% 


612 


601% 


594 
593 


57814, 


559 


505 


54214 
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Dist From From 
Prominent Points and Remarks. males W Ors. | CofGSL 
: Ai * | miles. miles. 


Low sandy pe north Bas the 


road. = sive ie eae » 234) 491141 53984 


You travel at the foot of these bluffs. 
but will find the ied sandy and heavy | 
on teams. 


Creek, about 200 yards south of | 
road. - = 5 = ee = 2 49314 | 53734 


By ascending one of the highest bluffs 
near, you have a view of “Laramie Peak” 
in the Black Hills. 


Timber, north side the river. - 111%| 50434 | 526%4 


Road here about a quarter of a mile 
from the river—after this, generally from 
one to two miles distant. The road to 
Laramie, very sandy. 


‘‘Raw Hide’’ creek, 1 rod wide. 5% | 510 521 


Plenty of water, June Ist, but dry, Sept. 
15, 1847. 


“Kort John’’ or Laramie ford. 12 522 509 


The fort lays about one and a half miles 
west from the river. The ford is good in 
low water. River 108 yards wide (See 
Note 3.) 


Steep hill to descend. - - - 7144) 52914, | 50134 


The descent being over rock, and very 
steep, makes it dangerous to wagons, but 
it is not lengthy. 


Steep hill to ascend and descend. 4% | 53334 4971, 


In travelling over this hill, you will find 
the road rocky in places, and about half 
way over there is a sudden turn in the 
road over rough rocks, which is dangerous 
to waggons, if care is not taken. 


Road leaves the river. - - - %4| 5384144 | 49614 


At this point, the road bends to the 
south-west, leaving the river. You will 
not come to the river banks again for 
eighty miles. 


a Se pe EU Te | ha 
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Prominent Points and Remarks. | 


Dist. 
miles. 


From 


|W Ors. 


miles. 


155 | 


From 


CofGSL | 


miles 


‘“Warm Springs,’’ Lat. 42° 15’ 
G- 7 ie i> LE ve z= = 4 


This is a very strong spring of clear 
water, but it is warmer than river water, 
at all seasons of the year. 


Very steep bluff, half a mile up. 


Before arriving at this, you pass 


through a narrow ravine, between bluffs. | ° 


The ascent is cae on account of 
cobble stones. 


‘“Porter’s Rock,’’ left of the mote 


A mile beyond this, you descend to the 
lower land again. The descent is steep, 
lengthy and sandy. 


Bitter Creek and Cold Spring. 


This was dry, September 13. Here is 
plenty of timber, and if there is no water, 
you will find plenty three and a half miles 
further. 


Bitter Creek—second crossing. 
Bend in the road. - - - - 


Road turns south about two hundred 
yards, to avoid a deep ravine, then back 
again the same distance. 


Dead Timber creek, 10 feet wide. 


Plenty of timber, grass and water. 


Creek, south side the road. - 


“You don’t cross this creek, but go just | 


above it. It is a good chance to camp. 


Small creek and spring: Lat. 42° 
a teens - oe eee ee 


Not safe to depend « on for a camping 
place. Little grass and not much water— 
dry, September 13, 1847. 


Steep hill, quarter mile up. - 


Pleasant view of the surrounding coun- 
try from the summit. The descent steep 
in several places, and many cobble stones 
in the road. 


1% 


1% 


454, 


1% 


1% 


53614 |. 


DoT Ye | 


04214 


5461 


54744, 
54914 


500 


551% 


559M 


D091 


4943, 


49314 
48834 
484% 


48334 
48134 


481 


4791 


471% 


47144 
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eee From |.From | 
Prominent Points and Remarks. pase W Ors. | CofGSL 
' k * | miles. miles. 


Morac Creek’? and MHeber’s 
Spring. Site dee Oe Se an Ee eon 466 


The spring lays a little to the right of 
the road, at the edge of timber. If it is 
dry, there is water in the creek, about one 
hundred yards north from this spring. 


Bluff 34ths of a mile to the sum- 
mit. wh SpORTAG aS aren chiar es 212| 567% | 463% 


Difficult to ascend on account of six or 
seven steep places, where you will pro- 
bably have to double teams. 


Small creek: Lat. 42° 29’ 58”. - 21,| 56934 | 46114 


After crossing this, you cross five 
others, about a mile apart, but none of 
them safe to depend on for a camping 
place, being little grass, and less (if any) 
water. 


5th small creek from the last. - 434| 574% | 45614 


After crossing this, you ascend a high 
bluff, the top of which is asuccession of 
hills and hollows for five miles. The road] 
is good, but crooked. 


‘‘La Bonte’’ river, 30 feet wide, ; 
2 ER EBB Sa Sol Se 8% | 58234 | 44814 


Good place to camp—plenty of timber, 
grass, and water. There is also a good 
chance, a mile further. Plenty of wild 
mint on the creek. 


Branch of La Bonte, 10 feet wide, . 
18 inches deep. - - - - 5 | 58784 | 44314 


Doubtful about water. Steep banks. 
You have now travelled near a mile over 
this dark, red sand, and will find. it con- 
tinue three and a half miles further. 


Very. small creek. ce: Oh ee) Sd aes 


Little chance for grass, and less for 
water. One mile beyond this, you ascend 
another bluff, but the road is tolerably 
straight and good. Look out for toads 
with horns and tails. 


eee EN ANNO 
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Dist. 


Prominent Points and Remarks. | | ; 
miles. 


From 


W a 


miles. 


157 


From 


CofGSL 


miles. 


i 2 A ‘ < * 


Very small creek. - - - - 
Very poor chance for camping. - 


6% 


ve) 


Very small creek. - - -° - 


The road runs down the channel of this 
creek, near two hundred yards, but there 
is little grass on it. 


A La Prele river, one rod wide, 2 
Petitepes ss he et ee 


Current rapid—good- place to camp. 
Land between creeks mostly sandy and 
barren. Road from here to the Platte] 
very uneven, being a succession of hills 
and hollows. 


Ina Creeks heir = 
No place to camp—doubtful for waiter. 


Box Elder creek, 5 feet wide. -— 


Clear water, and plenty—but not much 
grass. Not very good to cross, banks 
being steep. Some timber on it. 


Fourche Boise river, 30 feet wide, 
2 feet deep: Lat. 42° 51’ 5”. 
Current rapid. Plenty of good grass 
and timber. 
North fork of Platte river. - 
Not much grass here. You will now 
find a sandy road and heavy traveling. 
~ **Deep Creek,’’ 30 feet wide, two 
feet deep: Lat. 42° 52’ 50”: 
Altitude, 4,864 feet. - -— 


Lovely place-to camp. Swift current, 
clear water, and abundance of fish. Nice 
grove of timber on the banks, and a coal 
mine about a quarter of a mile up, on the 
east side. After this, you will find sandy 
roads for nine miles, but not much grass. 


Deep hollow, or ravine—steep 
banks. - - --- -- - 


114 


242 


60014 


600% 


60214 


606% 


607% 


61034 


61454 


61934 


622% 


43034, 


4301; 


42834 


42414 


4231 


42014, 


4164 > 


411% ~ 


40834 
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Ascent gradual. Many singular looking 
rocks on the south side. Descent rough 
and crooked. Towards the foot, road very 
uneven. 


. Dict From From 
Prominent Points and Remarks. | ea W Qrs.| CofGSL 
: miles. miles. 
Sudden bend in the road. - - * 534] 628 403 
To avoid a deep ravine. 
Grove of timber on the banks of 
the river. - - - - - - 1 629 402 
Good chance to camp. Lat 42° 51’ 47”. 
Crooked, muddy creek, 12 ft. 
wide, 1 deep. - - - - - 1 630 401 
_ Not good to cross—steep banks. Plenty 
of grass, but no wood. 
Muddy creek, 3 feet wide. - - 534| 63534 | 39514 
’ Soft banks and bad to cross. Consider- 
able small timber, but little grass. After 
this, good but crooked road. 
Deep. oulfi <5 Sess ee 234] 638% | 392% 
Creek, two feet wide. - - - 11%4| 640 391 
No place to camp. ! 
Muddy creek, 5 feet Sa ian feet 
deep. - - - 1 641 390° 
No chance to camp. 
2 ravines, near together: Lat. 42° 
5144". ee he sie a ae o 644 387 
Opposite here there is a fording bias 
where companies generally have forded 
the river. 
Creek five feet wide. - - - 3 647 384 
Abundance of fish, early in the season, . 
but little grass and no timber. 
Upper Platte ferry and ford. - 14%4| 64814] 38214 
Plenty of feed and some timber on both 
sides the river (See Note 4.) Lat. 42° 50’ 
18”. Altitude 4,875 feet. 
Road turns south, and rises a 
long hill. oleae ie ae See hein 7 655144 | 375% 
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é : ‘ Dist From From _ 
Prominent Points and Remarks. miles W Ors. | CofGSL 
‘ oe nee S- | miles. miles. 
Mineral spring and lake. - - 5% | 661 370 


Considered poisonous. No bad taste to 
the water, unless the cattle trample in it. 
In that case it becomes black, and is 
doubtless poisonous. No timber near. 


Rock avenue and steep descent. - 742 | 668% | 36214 


The road here passes between high 
rocks, forming a kind of avenue or gate- 
way, for a quarter of a mile. 


Alkali swamps and springs. -.| 2 670Y% | 360% 


This ought to be avoided as a camping 
ground—it is a small valley, surrounded | . 
by high bluffs. The land exceeding miry 
and smells bad.. There is a creek of good 
water north-west. No timber and little 
grass. Next mile rough road. 


Small stream of clear spring = 
water. tin Et te Nes are ae 4 67414 35614 


Good camping place. Plenty of grass, 
but no wood, 


Willow: Spring /2 2a") =. - 234| 67714 | 35334 


About three rods west of the road, at 
the foot of willow bushes. Water cold 
and good—grass plenty, but creek some 
miry. 


‘‘Prospect Hill,’’ (summit.) - 1 | 678% | 352% - 


Pleasant view of the surrounding 
country, to the Sweet Water mountains. 


Siawaleneits .- eS 3y,| 68144 | 34914 


Plenty of grass, but little water. A mile 
further is a hill, both steep eouine and 
descending. 


Creek, 300 vance south of road. | 1%4| 683% | 347% 


Plenty of grass, but no wood. 


Small creek, left of the road. - 2% | 68534 | 34514 


Grass plentiful, but doubtful for water, 
and no wood. The road runs alongside 
this creek for half a mile. 
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. $ SPs From From 
Prominent Points and Remarks. tga W Ors. -CofGSL 
miles. miles. 


Grease-wood creek, 6 feat wide 1] 
ft. deep. =F 2, <1 saute ba OR Ra hors 


Very little grass, and no fuel but wild 
sage. Road from here to the Sweet| 
Water sandy, and very heavy. 


Alkali springs and lakes. - - 6% | 69334 | 33714 


Here gather your Saleraetus from a 
lake, west of the road. Land swampy, 
and smells bad. Water poisonous. 


‘‘Sweet-water river,’’ 8 rods 
wide, 2ft.deep. - - - - 414, | 698 333 


_ Swift current—good water. Grass plenti- 
ful, but little timber. (See Note 5.) 


Independence Rock and ford. - | %| 69834} 33214 


On the north side of the river—about 
six hundred yards long, and a hundred 
* and twenty wide, composed of hard 
Granite. (See Note 5.) 


Breville Gate ao Ric, Ses Ma ee Se ee ee oot 


A little west from the road. The river 
here passes between perpendicular rocks 
four hundred feet high.—This is a curi- 
osity worthy of a traveler’s notice. 


Creek two feet wide. - - - 1%| 704% | 32614 


Not good to cross. The road runs near 
the river banks for ten miles after this. 


Creek, 6 feet wide. - - - = 4% | 705 326 
Good to cross. Water and grass plenty, 

but lacks timber. You will find grass all 

along on the banks of the river, but Mars l 


little wood.. 

Deep ravine and creek. - - 64%, | 711% 3193, 
Plenty of grass and water, but no wood. 

Deep ravine and creek. - - 34 | 712 319 


Doubtful for water. 


Road leaves the river: Lat. 42° 
2 BBk, Si a lls ha 3 715 316 


Road after this, sandy and heavy, and 
passes over a high bluff. Land barren for 
seven and a half miles. (See Note 6.) 
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Prominent Points and Remarks. 


Dist. 
miles. 


From 


‘|W Qrs. 


miles. 


From 


CofGSL 


miles. 


RELL My Ore ae? atte oe 
On the left of the road. — 


Sage. creek, i= ->- eee 


No grass. High pe Doubtful for 
water, but Wild Sage plentiful. One and 
three-quarter miles further you arrive on 
the river banks again. 


Creek, three feet wide. - - - 


Doubtful for water, but the road runs 
close to the river. 


High gravelly bluff. - ae 


Left of the road, and a very good place 
to camp. 


Bitter-cotton-wood creek. -  -_ 


Doubtful for water and grass. Some 5 


timberf on it. After this, the road leaves 
the river for six miles. 


Road arrives atthe river. - - 


Leave tie old road and ford the 
river. EIN a” ig 


By fording here, the Copae is shorter, and] 


you avoid much very heavy, sandy road. 
fuat.42°'31’ 20”. 


Road turns between the rocky 
ridges. - - - - - 
After this, you ford the river twice— 


“but it is easily forded. Then the road 
leaves the river again. 


Ford No. 4—good camping oe 


After this, the road leaves the river 
again, and you will probably find no water 
fit to drink for sixteen and a half miles. 


Ice Spring. - -'- - - - 

This is on a low, swampy spot of land 
on the right of the road. Ice may gener- 
ally be found, by digging down about two 
feet. There are two alkali lakes a little 
further. 


Vy 


6% 


y, 


1% 


584 


715% 


720% 


7244, 


725% 


127 


733% 


733% 


735 


743 


74854 


315% - 


31034, 


806% 


305% 


304 


29734 


297% 


296 


288 


28214 
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Dist From From 
Prominent Points and Remarks. ee W Qrs.| CofGSL 
: : * |. miles. .|. miles. 
Alkali springs. - - - - - %4| 749 282 
On the left of the road. Beta’ ; 
Steep descent from the bluffs. - 914] 758% | 272% 
Ford of Sweet-water, No. 5. - 1 75914 27146 
Plenty of good grass and willow bushes. ; 
River about three rods wide, and two feet 
deep. 


Creek a rod wide, mel es Shai ee %4| 75934 | 27114 


Doubtful for water. 


- Bluff or hill, 11% miles to summit. %4| 760 271 
The ascent gradual, though steep in 

‘some places. 

Road joins the river, and fords it. 34%| 763% | 26714 


The river is forded here, to avoid cross- 
ing the next big, sandy ridge, making the 
road much better, and some shorter. 


Ford back. Se Cehein = Ye| 764 267 
River banks and stream, 25 feet| | 
wide. - - - - - = - 72| 764% | 26614 


This appears to be a branch of the river, 
running round a piece of land, about a 
quarter of a mile wide. 


Creek, two feet wide: Lat. 42° 28’ 
36”. Bieta tak ya aes oe 3 76744 | 263% 


A good cold spring, a little to the right 
of the road and a soft swamp just below, 
but it is a good place te camp. 


Road leaves the river. - - - 2 769% | 261% 


Good camping place. After this, the 
road winds around and over a succession 
of hills and hollows,f or theree miles. 


Rough, rocky ridges. - - - 24| 772 259 


Dangerous to wagons, and ought to be 
crossed with care. 


Soft swamp and very smallereek.| 3 175 256 
No place to camp. 
eat atn ERNE OMEN Ss ORE PCM EEN See Me WS es 


} 
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Abundance of grass any where for a 
mile. Good water and plenty of Wild Sage 
for fuel. 
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s ; Dist From From 
Prominent Points and Remarks. wiles W Qrs.| CofGSL 
; miles. miles. 
Creek, a foot wide. - - - - 1%| 77634 | 25414 
Oreek, two feet wide. - + - Ve Tt 1 254 
Strawberry creek, five feet wide. 2 (Be) 202 
Plenty of grass and water, and some 
willows. Good place to camp. There is 
a popular grove about a mile below. a 
Quaking-aspen creek. - - - A 780 “eo 
This rises in a small grove of timber on 
the south side the road, but is not safe 
to depend on for water. ‘ 
Branch of Sweet-water, 2 rods 
wide, two feet deep. - - 2% | 78234 | 24814 
Good place to camp. Water good and|—~ 
cold. Grass and willows, plenty. 
Willow creek, 8 feet wide, 2 feet Z 
eR! ag en 2%) 785 | 246 
Good camping place for grass, water 
and willows. The ford is near three rods 
wide. 
Sweet-water, 3 rods wide, 3 feet é 
deep,  - - - + - => 494 | 78934 | 24114 
Good place to camp.. After travelling 
seven miles beyond this, and passing be- 
tween the Twin mounds, you will find a 
~~ good camping place a quarter of a mile 
north of the road. 
SoutH Pass, or summit of divid- 
ing ridge. . - -t- + 9%4| 799% | 231% 
This is the dividing rifge between the|- 
waters of the Atlantic and Pacific. Alti- 
tude, 7,085 feet. 
Pacific creek and springs. - - 5 80214 | 228% 
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ee 


Prominent Points and Remarks. | 


Pacific creek ( crossing) three feet 
wide: Lat. 42° 18’ 58”: Long. 
08> AO Ones) ee eee a 


Not good to cross. Pretty good place to 
camp, except for wood. After you leave 
here you will find a good road, but very 
little water. 


Dry Sandy. - - - - - - 


The water brackish, and not good for 
cattle. Very little grass, but no wood. 


Junction of California and Ore- 
gon roads. .- - - - - 


Take the left hand road. Good road a 
few miles, afterwards sandy and heavy. 


Little Sandy, 20 feet wide, 2% 
feet deep. - - - = - 


Muddy water—swift current. Plenty of 
willows and wild sage. Abundance of 
grass down the stream. After this, barren 
and sandy land. 


Big Sandy, 7 rods wide, 2 feet 
. deep: Lat. 42° 6’ 42",. - 


Good chance to camp. A few miles 
further, you will find a short piece of 
rough road, over rocks and cobble stones. 
No grass or water after this for 17 miles. 


Bis Osh eno eae 


Good chance to camp. After this, barren, 
sandy land and heavy road till you arrive 
at Green river. 


Green river ford, 16 rods wide. - 


Good camping any where on the banks, 
and pletny of timber. It is not difficult 
fording in low water, but if too high to 
ford, the best crossing place is up stream. 
Latitude—2 miles above—41° 52’ 37”; 
Long. 109° 30’, Alt. 6,000 feet. 


Dist. 
miles. 


1% 


1% 


8% 


17 


10 


From — From 
W Qrs. | CofGSL 
miles. miles. 

804 22h 
813 218 
819 ot 
82634 | 204% 
835 196 
852 179 
862 | 169 


ee eeSEee 
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Good camping place on Green 
EVO he ae sy ee 

Plenty of grass here. But no other very 

good chance to camp on this side the river. 
Road leaves Green river, - - 


No grass nor water after this for fifteen 
and a half miles. Land rolling, barren— 
mostly sandy, and several steep places to 
pass 


Black’s fork, 6 rods site 2 feet 
deep. - - - - 


Good chance to camp, and a nice place, 
though not much timber. 


| 


Ham’s fork, 3 rods ia 2 feet 


deep. - - - - - 


Rapid current, cold water, plenty of 


bunch grass and willows, and is a good 


camp ground. 


Black’s fork again. - - - 
Not much grass, but plenty of willows. 

You will now have seme uneven road, 

with many ravines. 

Small creek, 2 feet wide. - - 


No grass, and probably no water. 


Black’s fork, third-time. - - 


After crossing you will find a good 
camping place. Plenty of bunch grass; 
also, wild flax. 


-Black’s fork, fourth time. - - 
You ford again at a good camping place. 
Stream 2 rods wide, 2 feet deep. 
Very swift current, and plenty of bunch 
grass. Road pretty rough after this. 
Stream—good camping place at 
a bend. ee 


You do not cross the stream, but there 
is a good camping place, where the road 


Dist. 
miles. 


1% 


314 


15% 


3% 


From 


W Ors. 


miles. 


8631/4 


867 


882% 


88614 
888 


8985/4. 


90034 


903 


90534 


909% 


From 
CofGSL 
miles, 


‘167% 


164 


148% 


14434 


143 


128 


125%4 


12134 


passes a bend of the creek. 
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iste From | From 
Prominent Points and Remarks. miles. W Qrs. | CofGSL 
. 3 Poleanles: miles. 


“Fort Bridger :’’ Lat. 41° 19° 13"; 
Long. 110° 5’; seein: 6,665 | per 
feet. - - - 814| 91744] 113% 


You cross four rushing creeks, within 
half a mile, before you reach the Fort, and 
by traveling half a mile beyond the Fort, 
you will cross three others, and then find 
a good place to camp. 

The Fort is composed of four long 
houses and a small enclosure for horses. 
Land exceeding rich—water cold and 
good, and considerable timber. 

(See Note No. 1 after Great Salt Lake) 


Cold Springs, on the right side . 
the road. - - - - - 6144} 92334 | 10714 


There is timber here, and it is a pretty 
good camping place. 


Small creek and springs. - - 1% 925 | 106 


No feed here, and no place to camp. 


Summit of High ges Lat. 41° . 
1G ae ie 1. | 926 105 


After this, you travel several miles on 
tolerably level land, then you descend to 
lower land by a steep, tedious route. 


Muddy Fork, 12 feet wide. - - 41%} 930% | 100% 


Plenty of bunch grass and _ willows. 
Water clear, and not bad tasted. After 
this, you will probably find no good water 
for eleven miles. 


Copperas, or Soda Spring. - 334 9341, 9634 


Left of the road at the foot of a hill. 
The rod now begins to ascend another 
high ridge. 


Summit of Ridge: Sane 7,315 
feet. - - = ae 1%] 936: |. 95 


The descent is lengthy, and some tedi- | 
ous. About half way down you pass 
over rough rocks, and the pass being 
narrow, makes-it dangerous to wagons. 
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Dist. 
miles. 


From 


W Ors. 


miles. 


Promes.0. 
CofGSL 
miles. 


Copperas, or Soda Spring. - 


Cattle will drink this water, and there 
is plenty of grass around it. A little fur- 
ther the road turns to the left and passes 
down a narrow ravine. 


Spring of good water, south side 
the road. - - - - - - 


This is surrounded by high grass, close 


to the creek side. There is another spring 


a ilttle further on the north side the road, 


which will probably be the last water. you 
will find till you arrive at Sulphur creek. 


Kast foot of dividing ridge. - 


Dividing ridge between the waters of 
the Colorado and Great Basin. Ascent 


very steep and crooked—narrow summit |~— 


and steep descending. After this, crooked 
road between mountains. Altitude of 
ridge, Ly 700 feet. : 


Sulphur creek, 10 feet wide. - 


Plenty of grass and some willows; also, 
small cedar at the foot of the mountain. 
(See Note 7). 


Bear river, 6 rods wide, 2 feet i 


deepeeres hanes ss 


Swift current—clear cold water; plenty 
of timber and grass.- Altitude at ford, 
GP 96 feet. 


Summit of Ridge. - - - - > 


Half a mile further you cross a atl 
ridge, then descend into, and travel down 
a nice narrow bottom, where fs plenty of 
grass. 


(See Note No. 2 after Great Salt Lake) | — 


Spring. of clear, cold water. -. 


On the south side the creek, about two 
rods from the road. The spring is deep 
—water clear, cold and good. Perhaps it 
will not be easy to find, being surrounded 
by high grass. 


1 


472, 


1%4 


2% 


2% 


937 


9414, 


942% 


94814 


950%. 


953 


95434 


94 


891% 


8814 


821%, 


8034 


78 


76% 
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' From 


Dist miles. 
Prominent Points and Remarks. alles W Ors. | CofGSL 
eae cake * | miles. miles. 


Yellow creek, cross at foot of Bay NS 
rocky bluffs. -.- - - 434 | 959% 71%. 


You will soon cross this again, and 
about a mile further, you ascend another 
long ridge, the ascent being pretty steep 
and tedious. 


Sunimit of) Ridge. -) 2,21 = dey ool ene 


Descent pretty steep. About three- 
fourths of a mile down from the summit, 
is a spring of good cold water, on the left 
of the road. i 


Cache Cave and head of Echo 
creek: Altitude, 6,070 feet. 334 | 965. 66 


Cave in the bluffs north. Several 
springs along the road before you arrive 
here, and one, a quarter of a mile south 
from the Cave. Plenty of grass, and a 
good place to camp. 


Cold spring, on the right of the 
road. —- - - - - ee aes Can 


This also is cock place to camp, being 
plenty of grass. 


Cold spring, south side the road. 24%4| 96914 613, | 


At the foot of a high hill, Good place 
to camp. After this, you travel down a 
narrow ravine, between high mountains, 
till you arrive at Weber river. Not much 
difficulty for camping down it. ; 


Debp tavine, 6s) we 1%] 970%] 60% 


Steep on both banks. After this, you 
will cross Echo creek a number of times, 
but in no place very difficult. 


Red fork of Weber river: Alt. 
5,301 feet. -~ - - + = 16 986% 4414 


There is a good camping place a mile 
before you arrive here. Also, almost any 
where on the banks of the river. Plenty 
of timber. The stream abounds with 
spotted trout. 


SE eee Re re ne ASE ee Se ST 
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Prominent Points and Remarks. _ | 


Weber river ford, 4 rods wide, 2 
PErAeSDy cata et teed 


Good to ford. Plenty of grass and tim- 
ber on both sides the river. 


Pratt’s Pass, to avoid the Kan- 
yon. AF eR SEN ere Fa or he as 


The Kanyon is a few miles below, 
where the river runs between high moun- 
tains of rocks. Some emigrants have 
passed through, but it is dangerous. 


East foot of Long hill. - - _- 


There is a small creek descends down 
the hollow up which the road is made. 
io pe are several springs near the road. 


Bridge (over the creek.) - - } 


Not a bad place to camp. 


Summit of Ridge. - - - - 


The country west looks rough and 
mountainous. The descent is not pleasant, 
being mostly on the side hill. 


Small creek, left of the road. - 


Good place to camp. Plenty of grass, 
water and willows. The road here turns 
north a quarter of a mile, then west and 
ascends a steep hill. 


Kanyon creek, 1 rod wide, 1 foot 
~ deep: Lat. 40° 547". - - 


You have to cross this creek thirteen 
times, besides two bad swamps. The 
road is dangerous to wagons, on account 
of dense, high bushes, trees, and short 
turns in the road, Good place to camp. 
(See Note 9.) 


Leave Kanyon creek. - - - 


Here you turn to the right and begin 
to ascend the highest mountain you cross 
in the whole journey. You travel through 

timber, some on side hills, and cross the 
creek a number of times. 


Dist. 
miles, 


From 
W Ors. 


miles, 


4 | 990% 


Ya 991 


2%] 99414 


244| 99634 


134}; 998% 


234 {100114 


8. {100914 


Frome 
CofGSL 
miles, - 


40% 


~ 40 


39 


3634 


34M 


321, 


2934 


21%4 


170 BIRMINGHAM JOURNAL 
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Small spring, left of the road. - 

You will probably find water in several 
places, but it is uncertain where, as it runs 
but a little way in a place, and then sinks 
in the earth. 


Summit of mountain. Altitude, 
7,245 feet. Sie Ge sae 


You have now a view of the south part 
of the Valley of the Great Salt Lake. The 
‘descent is steep, lengthy and tedious on 
account of stumps in the road. 


Bridge over a deep ravine. - - 

This is dangerous to cross, and a wagon 
may be easily upset. The road lays throug 
a forest of small timber, and is unpleasant 
traveling. 


Brown’s creek and spring. - 
Not a bad place to camp, but there is a 
much better one, half a mile lower down. 


Cold spring on Brown’s creek. 
Within a rod of the road, on the east 
side, under a grove of Black Birch bushes. 
Good place to camp, but some miry. Good 
camping any where for two miles lower. 


Leave Brown’s creek. - - - 

You now ascend another high mountain, 
by a steep and crooked road. On both 
sides this mountain, there are many Ser- 
viceberry bushes. 


Summit of last ridge. - - - 


_The descent is very steep, all the way, 
till you arrive on the banks of Last creek. 


Last creek. See eee 

You cross this creek nineteen times. 
Several of the crossings are difficult. 
There are several side hills which require 
care in teamsters. Three camping places 
on it but the road is rough. 


Mouth of the Kanyon, - - - 


You now enter the Valley of the Salt 
Lake. The road at the mouth of the Kan- 
yon bad, and rough with stumps. After- 
wards, descending and good. 


Ciry oF tHE Great Saut Laks. - 


Dist. 
miles. 


3 


i 


From 
W Ors. 


miles. 


10121, | 


101314 
VY, 11014 


% 1101434 


934 |1017Y% 


134 |101914 


iL 


5 


102014 


3, 11021 


1026 


_ From 
CofGSL 


miles. 


18%4 


17% 
17 


16% 


13% 


1134 


10 


104 


5 
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The city is located within three miles of the moun- 
tains, which enclose the east side of the valley—within 
three miles of the Utah outlet, and twenty-two miles of 
Salt Lake. The land is gradually sloping, from the moun- 
tain to within a mile of the Outlet, and is of a black, loose, . 
sandy nature. A stream of water rushes from the moun- 
tains east of the city, and, at the upper part, it divides 
in two branches, both of which pass through the city to 
the Outlet. The water is good, and very cold, and abun- 
dance for mill purposes, or for irrigation. The air is 
good and pure, sweetened by the healthy breezes from the 
Salt Lake. The grass is rich and plentiful, and well filed 
with rushes, and the passes in the mountains afford abun- 
dance of good timber, mostly balsam Fir. 


The valley is about forty miles long, and from twenty 
to twenty-five miles wide. It is beautifully surrounded 
on the west, south, and east by high mountains. Salt Lake 
extends from a point a little south of west, from the city, 
to about eighty miles north, forming the north-western 
boundary of the valley. There are two sulphur springs a 
mile and a half north from the *Tmmpue Buocx; the water 
is salt, and a little warmer than blood: two miles further 
north there is a sulphur spring of boiling water. There 
- is not much land on the north part of the valley fit for 
cultivation; but the east side is well adapted for farming, 
being well watered by several large creeks, and the soil 
beautiful. The land on the. west of the Utah Outlet, is 
also good for farming, and easily irrigated from the 
south end of the Outlet. 


The latitudes, longitudes, and altitudes are copied 
_ from the observations and calculations made by Elder O 
PRATT. 
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The variation of the magnetic needle, at the City 
of the Great Salt Lake, 15° 47’ 23” east, as determined on 
the 30th July, A. D. 1847, by the mean of several obser- 
vations, and calculations of the Sun’s Azimuths and Alti- 


tudes. 


*Latitude of northern boundary of Temple Block, 40° 45’ 44”. 
Longitude of do. do. do. 111° 26°34". 
Altitude of do. do. do. 1,300 feet. 


Note 1. Travelers at present reaching Fort Bridger from the east 
‘over the Lincoln Highway will not “cross four rushing streams, within 
half a mile” of the Fort. Mr. William A. Carter, son of Colonel William 
A. Carter, successor of Bridger, is of the opinion that the site of the old 
Fort was along the highway; others have presumed it to be a little west 
of that point and close to the “east” divided stream of Black’s Fork. 
Alter, in his “James Bridger’, shows an “Original Fort Bridger Sur- 
vey”, made by Hockaday for Bridger in 1853. This sketch shows four 
divisions of Black’s Creek (Black’s Fork). To reach the Fort from the > 
east you would cross two divisions of Black’s Fork; the fort was located 
-on the right hand bank of a third division. The present highway from 
the east crosses two canals before reaching the monument and Fort 
Bridger. Mr. Carter states that these “canals” were originally branches 
of Black’s Fork and in use before the water was appropriated. [Ed.] 


Note 2. “Note 8” does not appear in the itinerary of the Emigrants’ 
Guide. The original Mormon Pioneers of 1847 traveled on a route 
south of the present city of Evanston, Wyoming, and crossed the Bear 
River near “Myers’ Crossing”. There are three summits between notes 
7 and 9 in the itinerary; the Mormons reached the first summit two — 
and three quarter’s miles after crossing the’ Bear River. Note VIII in 
the Emigrants’ Guide and Clayton’s Journal both emphasize high rocks 
to the right at this point, now called the “Needles”. After crossing the 
summit, a spring of clear cold water was reached and Yellow Creek was 
crossed four and three quarter’s miles beyond the spring. In his Jour- — 
nal, Clayton states that they camped at noon in a “Narrow Bottom”, 
eight miles from the Bear River. The next summit mentioned in the 
itinerary is eleven miles from Bear River, and the third summit is forty- 
six and one-half miles from Bear River. I have concluded, therefore, - 
that Note 8 should have appeared under the “First summit”. [Ed.] 
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NOTES 


nd 


Norse 1. If the Elk Horn river is fordable, you leave ~ 
the main road a mile before you strike the river, and turn 
north. After leaving the road three-fourths of a mile, 
you will cross a very bad creek or slough, being soft and 
miry ; ; but, by throwing in long grass, it will be good cross- 
ing. You then travel three-fourths of a mile further, and 
arrive at the ford. You will go up stream when fording, 
and gradually come nearer to the opposite shore, till you 
strike a piece of low land on the west side; you then pass 
by a narrow, crooked road, through the timber, till you~ 
arrive on the open prairie. You will then see a post 
erected in near a south direction, about a mile distant. | 
Go straight to that post, and you will find a good bridge 
over the creek—and there, again strike the main road. 
From here, you have before you near, five hundred miles 
travel over a flat, level country, and a good road, with 
the ereeption of several sandy bluffs mentioned herein. 
The road generally runs from one to two miles from the 
Platte river, but-not too far to turn off to camp in case of 
necessity. All camping places, which lay near the road, 
are mentioned in this work. You will find near two 
hundred miles without timber, but in that region you will 
find plenty of buffalo chips, which are a good substitute 
for fuel. Buffalo are numerous after you arrive at the 
_head of Grand Island, and continue two hundred miles. 


-Nors II. The descent to the ford is steep, and at the — 
- bottom very sandy. Your best chance to ford will, pro- 
bably, be to enter the river opposite to where you descend 
from the bluff; then go near.a straight course, but inclin- 
ing a little down stream, till more than half way over, 
when you will find a sand-bar. Follow this, down stream 
near half a mile, and you will then see a good place to go 
out on the south side. In this river the channels often 
change—the old ones fiill up and new ones are made— 
hence, the wisdom and necissity of having several men go 
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across on horses, to find the best route, before you at- 
tempt to take wagons over. If this precaution is not taken, 
you may plunge your wagons from a sand-bar into a deep 
hole, and do much damage. If you ford up stream, and 
come out higher than where you enter, after crossing, 
strike for the bluffs, in a direction a very little west of © 
south, till you arrive on t he old road. . 


On arriving at Prairie creek, if you take a south-west 
course, a short day’s drive will bring you to Wood river, 
six or eight miles above where the old road crosses; and 
by keeping the same course after crossing Wood river, 
you will strike the Platte ten or twelve miles above where 
Wood river empties into it. By this means the road 
~ would be shortened at least five miles, and probably much 
more. 


Norte III. Fort ‘‘John ,or Laramie,’’ lays about one 
and a half miles from the river, in near a south-west. 
course, and is composed of a trading establishment, and 
about twelve houses, enclosed by a wall eleven feet high. | 
The wall and houses are built of abodes, or Spanish brick. 
It is situated on the Laramie Fork, and is a pleasant 
location: the latitude of the Fort is 42° 12’ 13”; longitude 
104° 11’ 53,” and altitude above the sea, 4,090 feet. After 
leaving here you begin to cross the ‘‘Black Hills,’’ and 
will find rough roads, high ridges, and mostly barren 
country. There is, however, not much difficulty in finding 


good camping places, each day’s travel, by observing the 
annexed table. 


There is a road follows the river, instead of crossing 
the Black Hills, and it is represented as being as near, 
and much better traveling if the river is fordable. By 
following this road you have to cross the river three 
times extra, but will find plenty of grass, wood, and 
water. If the river is fordable at Laramie, it is fordable 
at those three places, and you can go that route safely. 


; Norsz IV. The best place to ford will probably be a 
little below the bend in the river. After this you have 
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fifty miles to travel, which is dangerous to teams, on ac-. — 
count of Alkali springs. Great care should be taken to 
avoid them, by selecting a ft oe where none of 

| these springs are near. 


Nore V. In low water the river is easily forded ‘op: 
posite to the Rock Independence; but, if not fordable 
here, a good place can be found a mile higher up the river. 


Independence Rock is one of the curiosities to be 
seen on the road, mostly on account of its peculiar shape - 
and magnitude. There are many names of visitors paint- 
ed in various places, on the south-east corner. At this 
corner most travelers appear to have gone up to view the 


top; but there is a much better place on the north side, — 


about half way from end to end. Latitude 114 miles be : 
low 42° 30’ 16”. 


The road atone the Sweet Water is mostly sandy and 
heavy traveling. You will find many steep places, and 
as you approach the Rocky Mountains, you will find some 
high hills to travel over. 


After crossing the mountains the country is level, 
but still barren, and, if possible, more sandy. You will 
have to make some long drives to obtain water for camp- 
ing. There is great lack of timber, from the Upper Platte 
ferry to Fort Bridger, and in fact scarcely any kind but 
willows. In all this. region the willows and wild sage 
form your chief ingredient for fuel. . 


Nore VI. It is supposed that a good road can be made 
here by following the banks of the river. If so, these high 
bluffs, and much sandy road, would be avoided. 


Nore VII. At the foot of the mountain, on the south 
side the road, and at the edge of the creek, there is a 
strong sulphur spring. A little above the spring, on the 
side of the mountain, is a bed of stone coal. At the foot 
of the bluff, west of where you cross the creek, is a noble 
spring of pure, cold water; and about a mile from this 


place, in a south-west course, is a ‘‘Tar,’’ or ‘‘Oil 


76 BIRMINGHAM JOURNAL 


Spring,”’ covering a surface of several rods of ground. 
There is a wagon trail runs within a short distance of it. 
It is situated in a small hollow, on the left of the wagon 
trail, at a point where the sie rises a higher bench of 
land. 


_ When the oil can be obtained free from sand, it is © 
useful to oil wagons. It gives a nice polish to gun-stocks, 
and has been proved to be highly beneficial when applied 
to sores on horses, cattle, &. 


Note VIII. From the summit of this ridge, you will 
see to the west, a ridge of high, rough, peaked rocks. The 
road runs at the south foot of that ridge, and there cros- 
ses Yellow creek. From the place where you now stand, 
_ the road runs through a beautiful narrow valley, sur- 
rounded by gently rolling hills, and is pretty straight and 
_ pleasant traveling, till you arrive at that ridge of rocks. 
There is little difficulty in finding a good camping place, 
between here and the ridge in view, except for fuel, which 
is scarce. There are several springs of good water along” 
the creek. 


Nore IX. On this creek is a very rough piece of 
- road; the bushes are high, and road narrow, in conse- 
quence of which wagon covers are liable to be torn, and 
bows broke. There are many short turns in it, where 
wagon tongues are liable to be broke. Some of the cross- 
ing places are bad. There is a good camping place where 
first you strike the creek—one about half way up, and one 
a quarter of a mile before you leave the creek. 


The ascent up the next mountain is both lengthy and 
tedious, mostly through high timber, and there are many 
stumps in the road. It is a chance whether you will find 
any water till you descend on the west side. 


From this creek to the valley i is decidedly the worst 
piece of road on the whole journey, but the distance is 


short, and by using care and patience, it is easily accomp- 
lished. 
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~ Sublet’s Cut-off, from the junction of the Salt Lake and 
Fort Hall. one 
Miles. 
Junction to 
7. Big Sandy. , 
44, Green River.——From the Big Sandy to Green 
- River (upper road) there is an abundance of 
grass in places along the road, but no water. 
6. Small Creek.—The road runs up’the creek. Good | 
grass. 
4. On the Creek. —Good grass and water. | 
12. Small spring—The spring is on the left of the 
road. Good grass. 
9. Ham’s Fork.—Good wood, water, and grass. 
6. Spring.—On the summit of a mountain. Good 
grass. 
6. Muddy Creek—Wood, water, and grass. i 
10. ‘Spring—In Bear River Valley. Good wood, 
water, and grass. 
6. Smith’s Fork—In Bear River Valley. Good 
wood, water, and grass. ‘ 
10. Tomaus’ Fork—Road runs down Bear River. 
Good wood, water, and grass. 
7. Spring Creek.—Wood, water, and grass. 
7. Smith’s Ford.—Road crosses over a spur of the | 
af mountain; long and gradual ascent; descent 
rather abrupt. Good wood, water, and grass. 
8. Telleck’s Fork.—Road runs. down Bear River. 
Good camp. 


4, Small Creek.—Good camp. 
4, Small Creek—Good camp. — 
7. Small Creek.—Good camp. 
12. Soda Springs.—Left side of the road, among some 


cedars, is a good camp. 


Here take the left-hand road to ieee called 
Hudspeth’s Cut-off. 
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From Soda Springs to the City of Rocks, 
known as Hudspeth’s Cut-off. - 
Miles. . 
Soda Springs to 


20. Bear River—The road runs down Bear River, 
crossing some small streams. Good camp. — 

10. Portner Creek—Camp at the head of the creek. 
Good wood, water, and grass. 

12. Fork of Portner Creek.—Good camp. 

15. Pauack Creek—Road crosses a summit. Good 
road and camp. 

12. Snake Spring.—Good camp. 

12. Utha Spring—Good camp. 

15. Decassure Creek.—Road crosses a small stream; 
rather bad crossing. Good camp. 


18. City of Rocks.—Junction of Salt Lake road. Good 
camp. 


From Salt Lake City to Sacramento and Benicia, 
Califorma. 
Miles. 
From Salt Lake City. to— 


18. Hait’s Ranch—Good road, and grass abundant 
until Bear River is aroused, 


1744. Ford on Weber River.—Good road, and grass 
abundant. 


15. Point of Mountain.—Spring water warm but pure. 
1234. Box Elder Creek—Excellent water; grass and 
fuel abundant in the canyons. 
23. Ferry on Bear River.—F our miles above the usual 
crossing. Excellent grass. 
34. West Bank.—Grass not good on the west bank. 
6. Small Spring—Cross Bear River below the 
mouth of the Mallade. . 


17%. Blue.Springs.——Water and grass scarce, and of 
poor quality. 


21%. 
20%. 
10. 


14%. 
221. 


1734. 
281%. 


2054. 
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Deep Creek—Heavy sage, but good grass on the 
right of the road, near sink. 


Cedar Springs.—Good grass on the hills, with fue 


water and wood; rolling country. 


Rock Creek. —Plenty of grass to the left of the 
road; good camping- -place. 


Raft River—Good camp. 


Goose Creek Mountains.—Grass, wood, and water 


abundant; rough and mountainous country. 
Road from Fort Bridger comes in here via Soda 
Springs. 

On Goose Creek. SBeual broken country, with a 
good road, which runs along the creek for several © 
miles. 

Head of 1000 Spring Valley. “oad runs over a 
rolling barren section, with but little water ex- 
cept on the river far to the right. 

1000 Spring Valley.—Meadow grass; good fuel 
-searce. Camps can be found at short intervals 
along the road. 

Head of Humboldt River.—Fine camping-places, 
and road generally good, running over a rolling 
country. ; 


. Slough of the Humboldt.—Extensive bottoms of 
~ good grass. 


Humboldt River.—Along the entire course of the 
Humboldt good grass is found in the bottoms. 
The road, which follows the bottom, is hard and 
smooth, but cannot be traveled in seasons of 
very high water, as the bottom overflows. It is 
then necessary to take the road on the bluffs, 
where the grass is scarce. The river, when not 
above a fording stage, can be forded at almost 

" any point, and good camps can be found at short 
intervals. There are spots along the river bot- 
tom where alkaline ponds are frequent. These 
are poisonous to cattle, and should be avoided by 
travelers. It is well along this river not to al- 
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23. 


33Y. 
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26, 
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low animals to drink any water except from the 
river where it is running. 
Humboldt River. —The foregoing remarks apply | 
for camp on the Humboldt River. 
Humboldt River.—Good camps along the Hum- » 
boldt Valley. 
Humboldt River. 


9 


Lawson’s Meadows.—The road here forks, the 
left going by the Carson Valley and Sacramento — 
route, and the right via Goose, Cleer, and Rhett 
lakes, Applegat’s Pass of the Cascade Moun- 
tains, into Rogue River Valley, Fort Law. Ore- 
gon Territory, Yreka, Fort Jones, Fort Reading, 
and Sacramento River. 


On Humboldt River.—Grass and water poor all 
the distance to the Sink of the Humboldt. 


Sink of Humboldt River—The water at the Sink 

- is strongly impregnated with alkali; the road 
generally is good. Travelers should not allow 
their stock to drink too freely of this water. 


Head Sink of Humboldt.—Road good. 


Carson River.—Road crosses the desert, where 
there is no water for stock, but there is a well 
where travelers can purchase water for drink- 
ing. This part of the road should be traveled 
in the cool of the day and at night. Grass good, 
also the water. 
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2. Carson River—Good bunch-grass near the road, - 
30. Carson River.—26 miles of desert; poor grass. - 
14. Eagle Ranch—Good grass and water. 
13. Reese’s Ranch.—Good grass and water. 
12. William’s Ranch.—Very good water and grass. 
15. Hope Valley.—Road rough and rocky. 

3. Near Sierra—Good camp, with water and grass. 


7. First Summit—Road rig 4 and my 3 good 
water; grass scarce. 


2. Second Summit.—Road ae es Me eticet and. very 
steep; snow nearly all the year. ; 
10. Lakes.—Good camp. 
12. Leek Springs.—Good grass near the road. 
10. Trader’s Creek.—Grass and fuel scarce. 


12. Sly Park—Grass and fuel near the road. 
Forty Mile House.——Water plenty; grass scarce. 


Sacramento Valley.—Water plenty; purchase for- 


. age. bes 

Sacramento City.—Water plenty; purchase for- 
age. 

Total distance from Salt Lake City to Benicia, 
973 miles. 


At the Big Meadows, 23 miles from the Sink of the ~ 
Humboldt, travelers should make a halt of a day or two 
to rest and recruit their animals, and to cut. grass for 

_ erossing the desert. as this is the last good camping-place 
until reaching Carson River. The ground near this place 
is boggy, and animals should be watered with buckets. 
The camping-ground here is on the right bank of the 
river, and about half a mile to the left of the main road. 
The water is in a slough, near its head, where will be 
found some springs which run off a short distance, but — 
soon sink. 


-The road across the desert is very sandy, especially 
toward the western extremity. Twenty miles from the 
Sink of the Humboldt there are four wells. About half 
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a mile east of the mail station, the road leading to the 
wells turns to the right, where water can be purchased 
for from one to two schillings for each man and beast. 


At 91% miles beyond the mail station, on the desert, 
a road turns off from the main trace toward a very high 
sandy ridge, and directly upon the top of this ridge is the 
erater of an extinct volcano, at the bottom of which is a. 
salt lake. Upon the extreme north end of this lake will 
be found a la regspring of fresh water, sufficient for 1000 
animals. From thence to: “Ragtown,” on Carson River, 
is three miles. 


I would advise travelers, when their animals become 
‘exhausted before reaching this water, to take them out of 
harness and drive them to this place to recruit. There is 
some grass around the lake. . 


This desert has always been the most difficult part of 
the journey to California, and more animals have pro- 
bably been lost here than at any other place. The parts 
of wagons that are continually met with here shows this 
most incontestably. 
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